Al-Academy Journal

Issue 111 g
Journal homepage: https://jcofarts.uobaghdad.edu.ig )
ISSN(Online) 2523-2029/ ISSN(Print) 1819-5229
Facrossrei DOI: https://doi.org/10.35560/jcofarts1362 SO0

Soft power and its implications for political book cover designs
Zahraa Mazin Qassem @, Iman Taha Yassin

a College of Fine Arts/University of Baghdad

ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT
Article history: Art is one of the soft dimensions in exercising power and influencing the
Received 1 January 2024 recipient, because it is a real mirror that reflects the culture of the country and the
Received in revised form 5 extent of its development. Art is a part of culture, which is one of the tools of soft
February 2024 power. Design is one of the parts of art, through which the designer can deliver a
Accepted 27 February 2024 specific idea or message to the recipient and influence his thoughts and beliefs
Published 15 March 2024 directly or indirectly, through design works that are employed with ideas that
serve society and achieve goals. required. A country's reliance on its military
Keywords: power alone, regardless of its capabilities and modernity, represents a deduction
strength, softness, reflections, from international support for it and support for its positions. Therefore, the
designs, book covers major powers have historically not neglected to pay attention to the power of

media, artistic and cultural discourse to win international public opinion by
reaching it and influencing it with the power of logic. Hence, the researcher finds
the following question: What is the role of the implications of soft power on the
designs of political book covers?
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Conclusions:

1.

Most of the book covers were psychological in nature by embodying the shape of the
US flag, which contributed to clarifying the communication message, which gave
terror, intimidation and fear, which left psychological dimensions on a political nature
and had psychological dimensions achieved by employing the chessboard to occupy
most of the design space.

The appeal of intimidation, intimidation and threat was formed to express the content
of the cover in conveying a specific message to the recipient, the basis of its success
being based on confirming some facts and reflecting and confirming some other facts
that may be false. The designer succeeded in convincing and believing in the truth of
their ideas, which are necessary for the individual and society, which may affect the
emotional reactions of the recipient.

The soft power was represented through the simplification method in clarifying the
communication message in a way that makes the recipient decipher those symbols
without going through the thinking process, as the designer was able to summarize the
content of the message in a clear and influential form in a way that makes it easy to
memorize it in the recipient's memory, which generates a new idea.

The expressive connotations of the color values were achieved by using contrast in
the design of the formal form of the American flag to show the formal form, which
led to achieving the attention of the recipient.

The designer employs images through his digital tools with technical processing,
investing in image processing programs with skill, sometimes combining the formal
elements and sometimes the form of the American flag, as he processed the dominant
element in the cover in a way that is absorbed.
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