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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT
Article history: The concept of art criticism is linked to the development of the humanities, which is
Received 28 April 2024 based on understanding and analyzing the mechanisms of artistic and intellectual
Received in revised form 19 May productions. It is a cognitive construct that leans towards an analytical approach, focusing
2024 on description. Furthermore, it is connected to a complex skill-based and philosophical
Accepted 20 May 2024 vision, not devoid of differing opinions and perspectives. From this standpoint, the need
Published 1 December 2025 arose to elevate critical knowledge according to scientific logic, given that artistic
phenomena cannot be permanently fixed but rather exist in a hypothetical state. This
Keywords: necessitates relying on a critical methodology for analysis, grounded in scientific principles
Art Criticism Skills — Structural that make the analysis of the artwork scientific, according to the specific rules and premises
Criticism of the defined critical method.

Accordingly, the current research, entitled "Art Criticism Skills According to Structural
Criticism and Their Manifestations in Contemporary Painting," comprises four chapters.
The first chapter presents the research problem, concluding with the question: What are the
art criticism skills according to structural criticism, and are they manifested in contemporary
art? The research aimed to “reveal the skills of art criticism according to structural criticism
and its manifestations in contemporary art.” The two researchers reviewed the importance
and limits of the research, and the chapter concluded by defining the terms used in the
research.
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Conclusions

1. The postmodern product inherently contains a pre-planning process for the ideas to be implemented
within the artwork, integrating them with prevailing contemporary values, which makes it a distinctive
feature of development and creativity.

2. The relationship between the signifier and the signified in the structural perspective is based on a
system of signs rather than on the signifier or the signified alone; that is, it appears as groups of
interconnected elements.

3. One of the skills of structural criticism lies in its reliance on the structure of the signifier and the
signified—establishing an equivalence between subject and object—by following internal functions,
formal representations, and expressions in relation to paradigmatic and syntagmatic structures.

4. Structural analysis in postmodern arts focuses on capturing abstract mental or specific realistic elements
and expressing them through the interplay between them and the symbol that refers to the holistic
elements, in accordance with the principle of the whole over the parts.
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