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ABSTRACT

The concept of intertextuality in visual arts has indeed played a significant role in
transforming formal systems, as it opens up through mechanisms of metaphor, displacement,
and substitution between it and other aesthetic, formal, and artistic practices. Recent studies
have revealed the extent of overlap among artistic productions, leading to the creation of an
aesthetic structure achieved through the dialogic relationship of the artwork with other works,
whether preceding or contemporary.
Since the visual artwork is regarded as an interwoven system that interacts with multiple
cultural and structural contexts, it engages in relations of dialogue and contrast, where such
multiplicity converges. This domain is not confined to the author of the artwork (the artist)
but extends to the recipient, who gathers within a single field all the influences that constitute
the text. Moving away from the notion of “plagiarism” in art, it is recognized that the artist
cannot exist in isolation from his or her own mentality and memory, which themselves are
enriched by numerous aesthetic elements present in their era.

Accordingly, the research problem emerges from this perspective through the following
central question:

What is intertextuality in contemporary sculpture, and how is it represented in the works
of art education students?
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Conclusions
Based on the research findings, the researcher concludes the following:
1. A text does not solely belong to its creator; intertextuality is the destiny of every text, whether it
refers—intentionally or unintentionally—to previous texts.
2. Intertextuality reconstructs the core idea, forming a new text.
3. Intertextuality is inevitable in artistic composition through transformation, recall, fusion, and reduction
in accordance with the principles of intertextuality.
4. The process of intertextuality within artistic elements appears in the fundamental form of the artwork,

as well as in color and line, while texture varies depending on the material used and the method of
execution.
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5. Constructing a new visual text (the artwork) contributes to benefiting from external experiences and
incorporating them internally, while emphasizing the unique identity of the work.

6. Intertextuality represents the recurrence of tangible and recognizable ideas that the artist reshapes in a
new style through overlap, intersection, and integration.

7. The original text serves as the primary source, while the second work is intertextually derived.
However, the final produced work does not necessarily correspond directly to the first; it may instead
draw from other subsequent works—intentionally or unintentionally—thus becoming somewhat
distanced from the original.
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