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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article history: This research presents an aesthetic analytical study of the rock-carved
. sculptural monuments in the areas of Jubbah and Shuwaymis, located in the Hail Region
Received 6 December 2024 of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. These sites are distinguished by a rich collection of
Received in revised form 2 May symbolic carvings—both anthropomorphic and zoomorphic—executed in relief and
2025 intaglio styles, and dating back to various prehistoric periods. The study aims to explore
the aesthetic dimensions of these carvings by adopting a descriptive-analytical
Accepted 5 May 2025 methodology that highlights their visual and formal qualities. The research is structured
Published 1 August 2025 into three main chapters: Chapter One outlines the theoretical framework, addressing the
geographical context of the two sites and the stylistic characteristics of their rock art;
Chapter Two details the research methodology and the analysis of a selected sample of
Keywords: twelve carvings; while Chapter Three presents the findings, which reveal a clear stylistic
Aesthetic, sculptural monuments similarity between the sculptures of Jubbah and Shuwaymis in terms of balanced visual
relationships, proportional harmony, and compositional integration. Additionally, the study
identifies a contrast between clarity and ambiguity in the forms, along with instances of
exaggeration and distortion, suggesting a departure from naturalistic proportionsstrange,

and this calls for drawing the recipient’s attention to the surreal design content.
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Conclusion:

1. A study of the sculptural remains of the Arabian Peninsula has demonstrated the possibility of classifying them
chronologically and environmentally into two main phases: the wet phase and the dry phase. The wet phase
revealed a natural environment rich in water and vegetation, reflected in the diversity of sculptural symbols and
the appearance of scenes of hunting, predatory animals, and cows, reflecting a lifestyle characterized by
abundance. In contrast, the dry phase was embodied by environmental and climatic transformations characterized
by water scarcity and desertification, which led to the emergence of the camel as a prominent visual symbol
reflecting the ability of societies to adapt to the new environment. This chronological environmental classification
is the basis for understanding the development of sculptural symbols and their meanings in the context of natural
and social transformations in the Arabian Peninsula.

2. Sculpture styles and techniques in the Arabian Peninsula varied into three categories: the first dates back to the
Paleolithic period, the second dates back to the Chalcolithic period, and the third dates back to the Iron Bronze
Age. The aesthetic dimensions of these three styles were manifested through the simplicity of the design, the
fluidity of the lines, and the formal reduction, with a clear departure from the rules of traditional perspective and
the abstraction of forms, as illustrated in Table (2)(1).

3- Expressive value was achieved in the sculptural artifacts of both the Jubbah and Shuwaymis carving styles,
despite their simplicity of lines, fluidity of composition, and reduction of detail. The aesthetic aspect was achieved
through the embodiment of human movements in various directions, whether in the frontal or lateral position. The
aesthetics of the form were represented by the balanced relationship between the movement of the limbs (hands
and legs) and the stillness and balance of the body, in addition to the interconnectedness of the parts and the
repetition of unity within the whole, along with the formal diversity, which contributed to highlighting the
expressive value of the forms. Despite the abbreviated and simple elements, the forms are clear and expressive of
their themes, such as scenes of dancing and hunting.

4- The aesthetic dimensions of animal figures are evident through their formative elements, such as the exaggerated
elongation of the bodies and the departure from traditional perspective rules, in addition to the diversity of units
in terms of repetition and symmetry. As for human figures, they are characterized by abbreviation and
simplification, which gives them a special aesthetic dimension and enables them to express the various movements
and directions of man, as shown in Tables (1) and (2).

5- The similarity between the sculptural styles of Jubbah and Shuwaymis is evident in the visual balance of the
elements and their integration within the surrounding space. The unity of the form is consistent with the overall
framework in terms of lines, proportions, and surfaces. The artistic contrasts between ambiguity and clarity within
the compositions are also evident, along with the exaggeration of parts of the figure, which gives the figure a
special expressive and aesthetic effect.

-6In human figures, a clear distinction is evident in the depiction of women compared to men. The female
sculptures showed a smaller size and less broad shoulders, which creates visual harmony with the rest of the body
parts and highlights the flowing curves of the female form, as shown in Table (2(1) (
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