Al-Academy Journal

(G
Issue 120
Journal homepage: https:/jcofarts.uobaghdad.edu.ig )
ISSN(Online) 2523-2029/ ISSN(Print) 1819-5229
= Crassref DO https://doi.org/10.35560/jcofarts 1555 “ “

The Creative Embodiment of the Omani Physalis Plant Through Ceramic Sculpture: An

Experimental Study
Hatem bin Hamid bin Muhammad Al-Shu'aili ¢ Salman bin Amer bin Salem Al-Hajri ®

“ Master's student at Sultan Qaboos University, specializing in Fine Arts
b Associate Professor of Graphic Design at Sultan Qaboos University

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article history: This research explores the artistic embodiment of the Physalis plant, also
. known as ground cherry in Oman, through ceramic sculpture. It is a technical and creative
Received 13 March 2025 study conducted by researchers using contemporary artistic techniques such as press

Received in revised form 3 May molding, plaster mold casting, and other methods. The study aims to investigate the
2025 aesthetic and expressive values of the Physalis fruit by analyzing its organic details, which
Accepted 5 May 2025 are characterized by their delicate and intricate structure.

Published 1 February 2026 The significance of this research lies in documenting the creative practice, through
which innovative approaches were explored to produce ceramic sculptures. This study
addresses a research gap in ceramic sculpture inspired by natural plants and provides an

Keywords: important reference for artists and researchers in this field. Additionally, the research

Creative embodiment, the Omani highlights the challenges artists face in recreating natural forms, such as the difficulty of

: ; controlling raw materials like clay and maintaining fine details during ceramic shaping and
physalis plant, ceramic sculpture firing

The study adopts a Practice-Based Research (PBR) methodology, which emphasizes
knowledge exploration through hands-on application. This approach generates new
knowledge through creative and experimental processes, with the practitioner playing a
central role in the research. The study seeks to identify the best artistic techniques for
embodying the Omani Physalis by conducting multiple sculptural experiments.
Researchers experimented with various techniques, such as sculpting the fruit form in
ceramics and using ceramic molds, followed by an analysis of the produced works. The
findings reveal that the natural characteristics of the Physalis plant—such as its transparent
texture and delicate leaf structure—offer high aesthetic and expressive potential. These
features can be translated into ceramic designs that reflect a balance between fragility and
strength, opening new horizons in ceramic art.

The study resulted in several creative solutions and aesthetic values that helped
overcome technical challenges. One of the key findings is that this type of research is highly
valuable, as it bridges the connection between art and nature. The study also defines the
role of artists in developing new techniques that enable them to create detailed and
expressive sculptural works.
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Conclusion

This study concluded that the artistic representation of the gooseberry plant in ceramic sculpture using
contemporary techniques presents a technical and artistic challenge. However, a practice-based methodology has
proven effective in overcoming many of these challenges. Through ongoing experimentation, the study was able
to develop new techniques that contribute to improving the representation of the fine details of the gooseberry
plant, resulting in innovative artistic results (Sullivan, 2010).

The study demonstrated that combining traditional hand-sculpting ceramics with modern applied

techniques such as fillet molding can improve the accuracy and realism of artworks (Adamson, 2013). In addition,
practical solutions were presented for artists to avoid common problems in the molding and firing process, such
as distortions or loss of organic details (Peterson, 2018).
One of the major contributions of this study is highlighting the potential of drawing inspiration from nature,
particularly plants, to produce ceramic sculptures that combine natural beauty with artistic precision. The study
also fills an important research gap in the field of nature-inspired ceramic art and provides a valuable reference for
artists and researchers in this field (McNiff, 2013).

Furthermore, this research contributes to raising awareness of the importance of natural details in art, as
the gooseberry plant is a vivid example of how natural beauty can be transformed into artistic creations that
showcase the complex and organic aspects of nature (Gaimster, 2007). The practical solutions provided to
emerging artists also constitute an important starting point for developing their artistic skills and overcoming any
technical challenges they may encounter.

In conclusion, this study is not only an artistic contribution, but also an academic one that opens new
horizons for artists to develop their techniques and utilize nature as an endless source of artistic inspiration
(Sullivan, 2010).
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