Al-Academy Journal

(4
Special Issue
TheTwentieth-first Scientific Conference in College of Fine Arts/University of Baghadad
Journal homepage: https:/jcofarts.uobaghdad.edu.ig )
ISSN(Online) 2523-2029/ ISSN(Print) 1819-5229 0020

== crassref DO https://doi.org/10.35560/jcofarts1592

Man and Place: Exploring the Relationship of Influence and Influence in Contemporary
Arts

Magda Al-Habsi @ , Fakhriya Al Yahyai °

a MA Student at Sultan Qaboos University- Oman
a professor of Arts- Sultan Qaboos University- Oman

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT
Article history: There is a reciprocal relationship between humans and the natural
Received 29 March 2025 environment (place), as the environment contributes to shaping human behavior, imprinting
Received in revised form 21 May his thoughts, identity, physiology, and determining his philosophy, myths, religions, and
2025 architecture. At the same time, humans contribute to adding human characteristics to the
Accepted 22 May 2025 environmental space. Contemporary art is a powerful expressive medium that reflects the
Published 31 May 2025 relationship between humans and the natural environment. Although many artists have
addressed the themes of the environment and the human connection to it, there is a
Keywords: shortcoming in representing concepts of adaptation to different environmental conditions
place, natural environment, spatial and studying the psychological space of humans. With the development of societies,
identity, environmental psychology contemporary art has gained an increasing role in exploring the deep links between humans

and nature. This research examines the role of contemporary art in embodying the human
connection to the natural environment, its reflections in human behavior, and the ways
humans adapt to living spaces associated with the environment. It also studies the impact
of the environment on human behavior and explores how art contributes to enhancing
environmental awareness and reshaping human perceptions of their living spaces. The
research relied on the descriptive-analytical method to analyze a set of contemporary
artworks that addressed the themes of the natural environment and humans. A purposive
sample of 23 artworks from different artistic fields and historical periods was analyzed,
concerning human behavior within the natural environment and how humans adapt to living
spaces affected by the environment. The analysis of the sample revealed forms of the artist's
influence by the natural place: primitive humans used the place as a means of psychological
reinforcement, capturing fears through cave paintings. In the art of the ancient Egyptians,
the depiction of the place was associated with divinity and holiness. In the arts of
Mesopotamian civilizations, the place played a role in shaping human thought. In modern
art, the natural place became the psychological space for the artist, leaving an emotional
impact and evoking the artist's emotional memory. The results showed the ability of
contemporary artworks to offer new perspectives on the relationship between humans and
nature, as well as the diverse media and techniques employed by artists to depict the
influence between humans and the natural environment. The research concluded with
several recommendations, including the need to enhance the role of art in curricula as a
means of understanding the relationship between humans and the environment, and the
importance of focusing on supporting artistic projects that reflect environmental and spatial
issues due to their impact on raising societal awareness.
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Conclusions:

1. Contemporary art is an effective tool for understanding the interrelationship between humans and place,
exploring the psychological and emotional interactions that arise as a result of the influence of the natural

environment.

2. The research results confirm that contemporary art contributes significantly to raising environmental
awareness among individuals by presenting artistic images and visions that represent the effects of the

environment on human life and how to adapt to it.

3. Natural spaces have played an important role in shaping human identity throughout the ages. It has also
been shown that mountainous environments, in particular, hold significant symbolic significance in

literature and art, serving as a model for spiritual contemplation and cultural influence.
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