Al-Academy Journal

(G
Issue 120
Journal homepage: https:/jcofarts.uobaghdad.edu.ig )
ISSN(Online) 2523-2029/ ISSN(Print) 1819-5229
= Crassref DO https://doi.org/10.35560/jcofarts 1684 “ “

National Identity and Cultural Belonging in the Drawings of Kuwaiti Children

Hamad Abdulwahab Alansari *

“ Ph.D. Candidate in Art Education, Department of Visual Arts, College of Arts, King Saud University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

ARTICLEINFO

Article history:

Received 19 October 2025
Received in revised form 24
December 2025

Accepted 26 December 2025
Published 1 February 2026

ABSTRACT

Keywords:

Children's Drawings, National
Identity, Cultural Belonging,
National Flag, Liberation Tower,
Al-Irada Square, Al-Saif Al-Aamer

Palace

The study followed a descriptive-analytical approach to explore the
perceptions of 15 children (aged 6 to 12) regarding national identity and cultural belonging
in Kuwait. Data were collected through researcher observations and brief interviews while
the children engaged with four main topics: the national flag, Liberation Tower, Al-Irada
Square, and Al-Saif Al-Aamer Palace. Results from the test-retest reliability simulation and
review by three experts indicated high reliability of the research tools. The findings
revealed that five children expressed feelings of pride and belonging when drawing the
national flag, while all 15 children focused on details when drawing Liberation Tower. At
Al-Irada Square, seven children demonstrated emotional and social engagement, whereas
nine children showed interest in heritage when drawing Al-Saif Al-Aamer Palace. These
results suggest that diversifying subjects and artistic activities enhances visual perception,
cultural awareness, and national belonging among children. The study recommends
integrating national symbols, heritage, and architectural landmarks into education to
promote these values.
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Conclusion:

The results show a clear difference in the nature of the interaction between national symbols and cultural
and heritage landmarks. National symbols, such as the national flag, foster a sense of pride and belonging and
generate attention to detail, while architectural landmarks, such as the Liberation Tower, reflect an interest in
artistic precision without eliciting an emotional response. Public spaces, such as Al-Erada Square, promote
emotional and social interaction, along with an interest in culture, while historical landmarks, such as Seif Palace,
focus on heritage and historical values with limited emotional engagement.

These results indicate that the nature of the subject matter influences the type of psychological and social
interaction a child experiences, and that integrating national, architectural, cultural, and historical symbols into
drawing and educational activities can contribute to strengthening national identity and cultural belonging in
children in a gradual and comprehensive manner.
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