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This research aims to study the choir in the Iraqi Armenian Church, which
spans a century or more. Within the Armenian hymns, the musical artistic characteristics
tend towards the globally recognized choir and systematic academic music and singing.
Therefore, studying this art form is justified due to its significance and impact on building
the Iraqi musical religious heritage and the secular systematic singing, especially since
choral art lacks in-depth scientific studies within the Iraqi academic musical institutions that
teach it.

Specifically, the research focused on its primary objective of identifying the melodic
structure of the Armenian choir and analyzing its basic voices in terms of harmony and
melodic compositions according to the type of composition used in its preparation. This was
based on musically notated models within the approved books of hymns of the Armenian
Church in Iraq, which were reviewed in detail within the research literature. Additionally,
the research reviewed its history, prominent composers, performance method, and its
influence on and interaction with the musical artistic culture of the country.

To this end, the researcher selected a model from the Armenian choir and subjected it to
analysis according to a scientific standard specific to this field. This was done to reveal its
melodic results based on the structural construction and the type of composition used, in
order to draw conclusions that achieve the aim and objective of this study, as outlined in the
body of the research.
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Conclusions:

1.

Scales: The hymns predominantly utilize major and minor scales familiar from the Baroque and
Classical periods. Interestingly, one example features the Phrygian mode (similar to the Arabic Kurd
scale), a pre-common practice period scale. This indicates that Armenian musical culture has deep roots
predating the standardization of scales and continues to draw upon them, albeit less frequently than the
common practice system. The focus remains within classical scalar boundaries, without the
complexities of Romantic and contemporary scale systems in their melodic constructions.

Melodic Simplicity: Melodies within the scalar framework exhibit simplicity, heavily relying on and
supported by the primary degrees of the scale. This is evident in the limited use of modulations to
different scales and variations thereof. Instead, there's a strong focus on a single key within a hymn's
melody, observed not only in short hymns but also in medium and long ones. A minor modulation to a
closely related minor key (sharing the key signature) occurs in one example, but its impact is subtle and
not a prominent feature.

Voice Leading: The movement of melodic lines in both vertical (harmonic) and horizontal (melodic)
textures generally aligns positively with choral composition principles. Typically, the bass line features
longer notes, while the soprano has the most active melodic movement. The tenor and alto parts exhibit
less movement than the soprano but more than the bass. This is indeed evident in the four-voice
structures analyzed, where the soprano consistently carries the main melody, followed by the alto with
slightly less activity. The tenor tends to maintain a more stable melodic line, avoiding obstruction of the
main melodies in the soprano and alto. The bass fulfills its traditional role by providing a continuous
harmonic foundation, supporting the fundamental notes and degrees of the scale to maintain the tonality
and key, which is crucial in choral construction.

Tempo (M.M.): The collected tempos of the sampled hymns range from moderate to moderately slow.
This facilitates clear articulation of the lyrics during singing and allows for the distinct blending and
harmonic consonance of the melodies to be appreciated upon listening.

Chord Types: All analyzed examples feature simple and familiar chordal structures characteristic of the
Baroque and Classical eras. Triadic chords (three-note chords) were the most common, with major and
minor triads being the most frequently used types. Seventh chords (both major 7th and minor 7th)
appeared very infrequently and are also classified within classical harmonic structures.

Chordal Density: The analyzed hymns exhibit a harmonic density ranging from medium to low. This
suggests a less prominent vertical (harmonic) system and a more pronounced linear (polyphonic)
texture. This characteristic might indicate an affinity with Western concepts of musical texture
influenced by the beauty of Eastern church melodies, which were transmitted and developed by the
monk Gregory (St. Gregory the Great), known as Gregorian chant in the Middle Ages. Gregorian chant
subsequently contributed to the development of cantus firmus and polyphony in general.
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