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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article history: The significant potential of mind maps in analyzing contemporary visual texts

. remains an area requiring deeper exploration. This study investigates the communicative
Received 19 May 2025 discourse of mind maps and their manifestations in interpreting contemporary visual art. It
Received in revised form 10 June aimed to identify the nature of this discourse and how it functions in reading artistic texts.
2025 The theoretical framework covered concepts of discourse, the development of mind maps,
and reader-response theories by Jauss and Iser. A descriptive-analytical method was
Accepted 11 June 2025 adopted, analyzing 5 artworks selected from a pool of 25. The findings highlighted
Published 1 April 2026 interactive engagement between artwork and viewer, consistent with Iser’s “textual gaps”
and Jauss’s “aesthetic distance.” The study concluded that reception is not merely
cognitive, but a cultural practice reshaping the artwork through dynamic, context-sensitive
Keywords: interpretation. Recommendations and suggestions concluded the study
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Conclusions:

1.

10.

11.

The results showed that the highest-scoring items (100%) focused on the interactive dimension between the
recipient and the artwork, emphasizing the centrality of the recipient as an interpretive agent, not as a passive
receiver. This reinforces the legitimacy of applying reception theories (Iser) and (Jauss) in analyzing visual
art.

The prominent presence of items related to "textual gaps" confirms that ambiguity and openness to
interpretation are not merely formal characteristics, but strategic tools that stimulate free interpretation and
recreate meaning in the mind of the recipient. This makes the visual artwork an interpretive space with
multiple readings.

The full percentage in the "breaking expectations" item indicates that the analyzed artworks activate the
recipient’s cognitive displacements, utilizing the aesthetic distance as a condition for evaluating artistic value.
This aligns with Jauss’s theories regarding aesthetic shift and the dynamics of reading.

The data showed that elements such as light, color, line, and texture are not just production tools but
foundational components that establish visual excitement and guide sensory and emotional reception,
highlighting the complex nature of contemporary visual discourse, which blends form and content.

The high percentages in the cultural identity and production context items indicate that the artwork is not
produced in a vacuum; rather, it is imbued with meanings that intersect with social, cultural, and historical
contexts. This reflects the thesis that the visual text is a communicative structure open to the conditions of its
production and interpretation.

The statistical results reflect a significant presence of contemporary techniques in shaping the artwork,
suggesting that technology is not merely a tool but a rhetorical device that opens up to contemporaneity and
re-produces meaning in modern visual forms. This enhances the relevance of the artwork and its interpretive
flexibility.

Contemporary art tends to surpass direct self-expression, favoring open symbolic structures that allow for
collective meaning-making between the artist and the recipient. This reveals a conceptual shift in the nature
of artistic discourse.

The practice of reception is not just a cognitive act but a cultural practice influenced by context, background,
and expectations, which re-forms the artwork as a dynamic text with ever-evolving readings. This aligns with
contemporary theories in the philosophy of art and interpretation.

The analysis results show that the mind map has become an effective tool for representing the cognitive and
interactive structure of artistic discourse, as it helped organize abstract concepts within a connected visual
framework, enhancing the ability to link conceptual elements with the statistical analysis results.

The mind map also helped uncover the interrelationships and overlaps between textual and visual dimensions,
making it an operational tool that goes beyond mere visual representation to an analytical function. This
contributes to understanding the dynamics of contemporary visual discourse.

The use of the mind map as a cognitive analysis tool, due to its ability to represent the structural relationships
between concepts in a visual and networked manner, contributes to deconstructing complex visual discourse
and enables linking both quantitative results and qualitative interpretation simultaneously.
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