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some contemporary artworks that rely on digital storytelling to reveal the aesthetics
achieved by virtual reality in contemporary Saudi art. The importance of this research lies
in enriching the digital library with studies that link digital storytelling and virtual reality,
and in supporting the Kingdom's Vision 2030 strategy for digital transformation. This study
may theoretically be useful in revealing the most important virtual reality software in the
field of contemporary art. The research followed a descriptive-analytical approach, and the
research sample consisted of analyzing two contemporary Saudi artworks from 2022. The
research reached a number of conclusions, The emergence of a set of aesthetics in digital
storytelling, including digital aesthetics, exclusivity to digital accounts, interaction,
immersion, non-linear plot, geometric first, line and line, the aesthetics of auditory
addiction, the aesthetics of excitement and language. Virtual reality technology was
researched in daily digital storytelling in events, in the role of the recipient from a passive
role to an active role in the experience. The method of displaying artworks in contemporary
Saudi art was chosen from exhibitions to adventure. The date of its environment and
heritage was chosen because it is its history in the field of contemporary arts. Thus, the
research results reached several experts, including: distinguishing the study by the
cooperation of artists and programmers collaborating to create in the field of realistic
experiences
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Conclusions

1.

The Shift in the Viewer's Role (From Passivity to Active Interaction): The research demonstrated that
virtual reality technologies have revolutionized the audience's relationship with artwork. Viewers are no
longer passive recipients who merely observe. Instead, they have become active and creative participants
who contribute to shaping the narrative and exploring its dimensions from a 360-degree perspective, as
seen in the player's interaction with solving the rock puzzles in the film "Wamda" and recording memories
in the film "The Hejaz Train".

Breaking the Traditional Linear Narrative Structure: Unlike traditional narrative, which relies on a fixed
and specific chronological sequence (beginning, middle, end), digital storytelling in virtual reality
environments is characterized by a non-linear plot. This approach grants the viewer complete freedom to
move between time periods (past and present), discover the details of the virtual world, and guide events
based on their curiosity and personal choices.

Re-presenting Heritage and National Identity in a Contemporary Form: The analysis of the research
samples concludes that virtual reality technology represents a powerful digital tool for reviving,
preserving, and embodying the cultural and historical heritage of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in an
innovative way. This was evident in the inspiration drawn from mountain rock carvings and art in the
film "Wamda," and in the documentation of the historical era of Hajj journeys via the Hejaz Railway in
1912 through exceptional visual formats.

Aesthetic Elements as Constructive Tools, Not Just Decoration: The research concluded that digital and
geometric aesthetics (such as compositions inspired by the topography of the Saudi environment, the
contrast between black and white to evoke archival settings, and sound effects) are no longer merely
decorative elements for displaying artwork. Rather, they have become essential strategic tools used by
designers to construct the digital narrative and deepen the feelings of "complete immersion" and the
mental and emotional presence of the viewer within the experience.

The Evolution of Art Display Styles in Contemporary Saudi Art: The results showed a qualitative shift in
the Saudi art scene, in line with the Kingdom's Vision 2030 strategy towards digital transformation. Art
display methods have moved from traditional channels and galleries that rely on conventional tools to
immersive experiences and technological innovations that integrate art with cyberspace, digital games,
and interactive films.
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