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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article history: The presence of form in artistic achievement substitutes for the narratives of the
. subject matter as material that embodies meanings, connotations, allusions, and their
Received 21 December 2025 underlying implications. It conveys what the artist seeks to say in expressive discourse,
Received in revised form 20 January adopting a coded approach with a metaphorical character that transcends the limits of direct
2026 reception through iconography and imitation. This leads to modification and abstraction of
the formal system, operating within the boundaries of the apparent metaphor of the subject
Accepted 21 January 2026 being embogied, panr;cularl)% in Islamic decorative art. In ligl}alrt)of the foregoing, the rese'irch
Published 1 October 2026 problem is posed by the following question: What is the formal equivalent of the
metaphorical subject in the ornamentation of Islamic art? This research aims to uncover the
formal equivalent of the metaphorical theme in Islamic art motifs. It focuses on the
Keywords: decorative components and their variations within architecture, carpets, and miniatures in
Formal equivalent / Theme / Islamic art. The second chapter addresses the epistemological structure of the formal
equivalent, the theme, and its metaphorical nature—the scenario of formation and
representation. The third chapter details the analytical research methodology, using a total
population of 97 models. A purposive sample of 19 models was selected, each with diverse
applications of a single metaphorical theme. Among the key findings are:

1- The formal equivalent, in its outward formulation, relies on creating
(pictorial) approaches within a harmonious context that metaphorically reflects the
(conceptual) theme and its implications. This is achieved through a language comprised of
components and their arrangement, which explicitly or implicitly point to what lies beyond
their concepts and formal structure.

2- The relationship between the metaphorical subject and its formal
equivalent is based on their mutual per formative interdependence, and the alternating
assignment of expressive and functional action between them. This interdependence is
based on an attempt to delineate the concept (the subject) and embody it in multiple forms.

The study recommended that decorators dedicate their efforts in Islamic art to
strengthening the interconnected field between the (formal structure and the objective
meaning) of decorative components. It also recommended moving beyond purely decorative
work for aesthetic purposes and actively engaging with the expressive aspect and its
symbolism, which leads to an intellectual state with cultural, religious, and societal
implications. This would elevate the value of the artwork according to an Islamic aesthetic
logic. The study also suggested (The Interplay of Imagination and Representation in Islamic
Decorative Art).

Metaphor
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Conclusion:

1- The formal equivalent, in its apparent formulation, relies on finding (formal) approaches within a
harmonious context that metaphorically reflects the (conceptual) subject and its implications, using a language
whose components and their arrangement explicitly or implicitly point to what lies beyond its concepts and formal
structure.

2- The metaphorical themes, through their formal equivalents, lead to the deduction of a visual data in an
expressive, decorative form. This reveals the decorator's attempt to present his holistic vision of all the
surrounding worlds of sensory and intellectual existence within a frame of reference that draws its descriptions
from the Holy Quran concerning the earth and what is on it, the heavens and what is in them, what is hidden from
us, what our hands have made, and what has crossed our minds. This embodies his surrounding environment in the
natural world and beyond it, including imagined, unseen worlds, and his cultural heritage with its myths and
symbols. It expresses the visual identity of a state or sultan and the connection between form and meaning in a
story, event, wisdom, or pictorial mythology. Its manifestations are derived from historical references, or from
imitation of iconic models in decorative art, or from spatial arrangements that harmonize the name with the work's
referent.

3. Formulating the formal equivalent of the targeted subject relies on synthetic proposals with a metaphorical
character, justified by causal design principles. This is achieved through an attempt to represent it within a
transcendent context based on a language of hybridization, modification, derivation, and the combination of
elements to construct the decorative form.

4. What the formal equivalent seeks to convey, and what the decorator transforms into a multi-functional
decorative element within visual discourse, is the presence of an absent element. This absence is evoked once
again through personification and signification by reproducing the implicit meaning and transferring it to a
specific representation. This representation is then entrusted with the task of interpreting the reading, reception,
and explanation of its apparent codes within an acceptable metaphorical context for the purposes of understanding
and objective communication.

5- The relationship between the metaphorical subject and its formal equivalent is based on their mutual per
formative dependence and the alternating assignment of expressive and functional action. This relationship is
founded on an attempt to delineate the concept (the subject) and embody it in multiple forms.

6- The decorator's vision of the metaphorical subject is embodied in the formal equivalent, imbued with a
metaphorical character that aligns with the essence and nature of the targeted subject. This is achieved through
varying treatment methods within the visual context, ranging from a realistic view of nature's elements, such as
flowers and branches, to a projection of their impression of reality through a transformative formulation found in
cup-shaped motifs, or an abstract and cubist perspective that delves beyond form, deriving its inherent system
through abstract, reductive lines in geometric shapes, and a surreal, imagined, and hypothetical approach found in
the depiction of perceived forms drawn from the unseen and mythical realms of Islamic thought.

7- The levels of appearance representation of the formal equivalent in light of what the metaphorical subject
imposes were based on the artistic categorization of multiple forms, components and elements and their design by
deletion, addition and composition with a design action that matches nature or modifies it to present his mental
vision of things around him and simplify and complicate them by flattening or embodiment or adding (exaggerated
forms) to reality with a magical ideal character or resorting to presenting the form with various perspective views
(front-side-top) and bringing in realistic elements and shaping them in an unreal context to refer and compare with
otherworldly descriptions (angels, the tree of eternity) and the method of substitution and integration and the
overlap of genres to show forms (realistic, modified, abstract, artificial, innovative, imagined, symbolic).
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