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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article history: The current study focuses on examining the body in contemporary theatre as a

. material entity and on the problem of its subjugation through collective memory and
Received 22 December 2025 inherited traditions. This subjugation has transformed the body into a limited-function
Received in revised form 15 January entity bound by social and religious references, leading to the absence of its active presence
2026 within the theatrical space. Modern studies emphasize that the body is not merely a
biological presence but a bearer of meaning and thought capable of shaping its own history.
Accepted 19 January 2026 Henci, callljs have emerged to liberate it fr(g)m the autghoritypof social arl:d rgeligious heritargi%
Published 1 October 2026 and to redirect its function so that it becomes a producer of meaning and identity, not merely

a reflection of collective memory, but rather a body that creates its own memory.
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Conclusions:

.1 Experimentation pushed toward launching a campaign to defend the body and to refute the colonization of its
memory, ultimately aiming to liberate it from the dominance of inherited traditions, myths, and
commodification cultures, which in all their forms led to disabling its powers and confiscating its identity.

.2 The refusal to submit did not stop at values or authorities external to the body’s authority, but went beyond
them to challenge the ideas promoted by social and religious tendencies, which sought to compensate for their
failure in producing meaning by appropriating bodily possibilities.

.3The state of colonizing the body resulted in perceiving it as ineffective. The reason for this lies in the
marginalization of its own potential in contrast to the triumph of external influences. This caused some to face
problems in dealing with the actor through modernist artistic forms. Perhaps the most difficult of these
challenges is engaging with the body and redirecting its behavior to align with the requirements of modernist
methodologies.

“4Modernist experiments are considered a turning point in focusing on the actor’s consciousness and
unconsciousness, according to the conceptions they introduced about human capacity to recognize their
conscious self, and then confront that self by relying on the actor’s awareness of the self from the outside, so
that the relationship with it becomes synonymous with the relationship with the other.

.5 The researcher observed that the initial orientations employed concepts and methodologies in colonizing the
body and the possibilities of memory without clearly specifying that the body possesses a memory unique to
a broader and more contemporary behavioral environment. This, in turn, directs us toward neutralizing the
consumerist formulas of the body by excluding social and religious effects.
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