Al-Academy Journal

(G
Issue 124
Journal homepage: https:/jcofarts.uobaghdad.edu.ig )
ISSN(Online) 2523-2029/ ISSN(Print) 1819-5229
% Crassref DOL: https://doi.org/10.35560/jcofarts 1894 “ “

Characteristics of Interior Design for Educational Environments:

A study of Education Centers for Children with Special Needs
Noor Raid Mohammed Ali *
Fatin Abaas Lafta“

@ University of Baghdad — College of Fine Arts

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License

ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Article history: The designer secks ways to use the characteristics of designing a special space
. for people with special needs, including autistic children, to enable them to learn and to
Received 14 October 2025 provide support by achieving compatibility with the nature of the autistic child through
Received in revised form 27 effective and developed design systems that promote a positive feeling. The study
December 2025 contained four chapters. The first chapter included the research problem, formulated as
follows: What are the design characteristics of educational interior spaces and their
Accepted 28 December 2025 effectiveness for autistic children’s education centers? The second chapter presented the
Published 1 October 2026 theoretical framework of the research, shedding light on important aspects related to the
subject through three sections: the characteristics of interior design in educational
environments, the concept of autism, and the design characteristics and sensory perception
Keywords: of autism centers. The third chapter addressed the research methodology and its
Characteristics, Environment, community, including a selected model in the city of Baghdad. After analyzing the interior
space of the model according to the indicators of the theoretical framework, the researcher
reached a set of results presented in the fourth chapter.
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Conclusions:
1.The process of perceiving and comprehending the interior space occurs through an interaction influenced by
several factors, including behavioral and psychological ones related to the individual, which have a significant
impact on students with autism.

2. Spatial characteristics that contribute to achieving visual continuity ofthe educational space either with
adjacent spaces or within the educational spaces themselves, resulting in the formation of harmony and

visual communication

3. It is necessary to study the student's movement within the educational space, as this facilitates addressing
errors within the educational space caused by inappropriate furniture planning.

4. The method of using colors is not integrated with the scientific and psychological aspects of educational
spaces for cases of autism.
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