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Abstract:

The research aims to monitor and analyze the visual and symbolic features, derived from the
Omani heritage, and inspired by the concept of local identity, for a selection of contemporary
Omani graphic art works, which represent a mixed, multi-category of research sample,
comprising three levels: the works of professional Omani artists, and the works of young
artists and specialized students, as well as the work of a number of active academics in the
field of graphic theorizing and teaching. The sample is also divided - in terms of technical
classification - into a category of works executed using traditional engraving and printing

media, and a category of works executed using modern and digital graphic printing media.

Through the data and results resulting from this analysis, the research deals with the
extrapolation of the Omani graphic art trajectories, with its distinctive visual identity, in the

context of the three previously mentioned categories.

Keywords: Graphic Design, Heritage, Omani Art, Printmaking.
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Conclusion:

First: It is evident from the three different sample categories how rooted is the heritage
reference in Omani engraving and printing, with its two technical parts, whether handmade
relief printing or digital printing which is based on integrated programs and computerized
printing methods where artists, in different categories, rely on processing ideas and visual

items derived from a variety of local traditional sources.

Second: Many Omani graphic works are described as elective (Eclecticism) where artists resort
to merging multi-referential visual units, such as architectural units, Islamic ornaments,
embossments, Arabic calligraphy, inscriptions relating to national identity and local cultural
heritage, and accommodating such different units in compositions of abstraction, Lettrism,

and symbolic expressionism.

Third: Itis evident from the samples that artists have not exercised basic methods of engraving
tools or technical printing, such as Intaglio, Planography, or Serigraphy which has led to the
Omani graphic market being void of such graphic method practitioners. The market has
become limited to processing derived from relief printing method and there is scarcity in the
number of practitioners of engraving and printing generally in Oman. The cause of this issue
resulted principally from the academic technical curricula in the Oman art schools that do not
include the above-mentioned engraving methods. Such curricula focus only on certain digital
methods directly linked to the employment market without giving regard to the free technical
practice. Not to mention the insufficiency of specialized practices that could provide engraving
and printing artists the opportunity to train and dive deep into colored handmade printing

techniques and methods.
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