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l- The Living stagq Kenneth MacgowaI, WilliamMehutz A history ol thc wolld thea{le PrcD:ioc-

Ha[, Inc. Englewood N.J. ElevcutLr Novembcr 1965'

2- Film; tbe Creadve process, John Howasd Lawson Hill and Wang' New York' 1967'

3- The Act of Creation, Arthur Koestter, Parr Boo k: London 1964'

z1- The Cinema as a Graptuc Arr. Vtadimer Nilsin, Hill and Wang-New York-l950'

5- Film Tecbnique & Filrn Acting, V'I Pudovkin' Trans' and ed by Ivor Moniagtre New York'

Grouve Press 1960.

6_ Experiments in Visual perceptioq ed. M.l). Vcrmon Penguin Modern Psychology, Ergland. 1966'

?- Thought and Language, LS Vygotsky, MIT Press (according to an essay by Qassinr Hussarn

(r962).
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des Aristorcles. Kap. 17 rurd Kap. 9 unter andercu Sttickcn'

33. Hamburgische Dranaiurgie, Stiick 83.

Lessing stcllt austiihrlich dar, zu welcben Konsequenzen

eine derartigc Ar.rslcgung fiihn und weist dicselbc mit

Ironic ab.

34. Paul Rilla: Lessing Gesanle Wcrke, tsand 9, S- 100'

35. Hamburgischc Drana(uryiq Sliick 16.

J(). Ha.rrburBischc Dramaturgis, Sliick 30.

37. Hamburgischc f)ranaturgie. Stiick 2 und 5

38. Hanrbur-eischc Dtamnlurgic. Stiick 15.

-19. Ha[rburgischc I)t amaturgie . Stiick 2

40- Bricfwectrset z,wischcrr Lessing, Nicolai und Mendelsohn'

41. Briefwechscl zwischen Lessing. Nicolai und Mendelsobn'

Bricf vom 2. AP 1757.

42. Poetik, Kap. 13.

43. t-essing in Selbstzcugnissen u.nd Bitddokumcnten Rowohl{-

Taschenbrrch'Vcrlag GmbH l{ci.nbek Hamburg 1962'

44. Hamburgischc Dramaturgie' Stiick l0l-104'
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sch(incrtlllsar(cll. iricht i,l crllihlenldcr ljolnl. sondern

clurch handclntlc PcL:rtrn.'il vt.rll Mitlt'id r.rnci.lrurcht di!'

fin:latlLrn-r: <lie'scr',\l ir'liIt' hcrir.ifiihfl .

7. Hanrburgischc Dri'ntaitit!ri;. Stiick 77

8. Hamburgischc I)rurttaitrrgir:. Stiick -18.

9. Hambur-gischc I)ranlrrtttgic. Sliicl( 50.

10. Pcrctil,. KaP. 6.

ll. Paul Rilla, I-cssittit. Gcsattrtu"lt.' \Vcrke. Bald 6.

scite l3l/ 182.

12. 
"oetik. 

Kap. ?i./7.

1.3. I'octik. t(ap. 7.

14. Hamburgist:hc Dl'alnaturgic, Siiic'k 32.

l5. .tlarnburgischc Dranraturgic, Siiick l-1.

16. t-Ianrburgisclr..: Draruatllrgic. sltick 32.

1?. Hamburgischc l)ran]aturgic. Siiick 2.

18. Hanrburgischc l)ra$aturgie, S:ilck 12.

19. I-{anrhrrrgischc Drarlraturyio, Sliick 46.

20. FIan:burgischer Drilntafuryig. Siiick 46.

21. Hamburyischc Dramaturgic, Siiick 44 und dic Anmerkung

daza

22. Poctik, l(ap. 6.

22. I'or:tik, Kap. 9.

23- Harnbur-sische Dramaluri'ic, SlLrck 48.

lllnrhrrr-gische Dranrrturgic. Sliick 38.

lJarrrirLrrgiscl.lc Drainutur gic. Sliick i8.

IIanrbrr..risch,: Dramalur-jlii'. Sliick 38.

lllrrrbrir!isuirr l)i,!rrral!r!'gic. !iilck 19.

i'lrlrbu r':isch.' l)rlrntlt ulgie, Sl iick 
"'19-

Ilanbttr-lirche I)riunitir!r!i.:. S:iiick 19.

lii:r '"'l|d I{icirurrl llL l|l]tur- ilnr]oicm !!'ll'rcint.

lli.'r sjrd lliehlr.l llt tliii aurl.rcm gttneint.

\.ri;l il,rrnburrl:cLc l-)r'u rnlrlrrrgir. Sriick :l? und Poetik

15.

?6.

1i.

28.
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ll.

Al]1 l utigsctn \\ude aus lirlgcndcr Li:crolut /illcL!

L Lcssing: IlirnlbLrrgi'chc Df at'rill tlisic

in: Lcssirrg- Wcrkc ;n dlci Il:indcrr' L;ipzig l9(rJ

in dcn Anmcrkutrgcn wic lol-gL b!'zciclluct: Drarrirturgic Stti'k - '

Itoetik

Rec:larn-Vcrlag LeiPzig, Nr' 23-i7

in dcn Anrncrkrtttgcn rvic {olgt bczcichuct' Poclili

1. Hamburgischc Drir.nraturgic, Stiick l0l-104

f,. !gl. Bricl an Mendclsohn vottr 5' r\ovcmbr:r 1763-

Lessiug schreibt: "lch gche irr alldrr Ernst tnil clnclu lrcucn

Ko.trurcniar iibcr dic Dichtkulst dcs Aristolcles' wclrrgslens

rlcsjenigcu 'l,rils, der dic 'fra-r:iiclic angebt "

Pard lulla, Band 9.

llarr burgischo j.)ranllLulgic. Slirck ltt'

Lessing-Legende, Gcsa|rtucllc Schliltco, Iland 9'

Dietz-Vcrlag, lJcrlin 1903.

L.ssilg' Iliut)bulgis.h( Drdllluiurgio

crliiutert vun Scilrolcr trirLl 'lhicic, -Flalle 1395---i82'

Es gibt llatlil[ch tuchrcrc Ucbcrselzulgcn, d'ie iltl Grunde

genolttnel classclbu z,LLm Ausclruck briugcn; als Rcispicl

miichtc ich hier' lol3cndc Uebc(sdtzungcn at liibrcu:

a) ClrrisiiaD Walz tu:d l(rrl Zcll, Aristolclcs'

dic Pootik, Stul{gart .1361, S 83i 64:

,.. 'fragdtli,': is', i)a!slclilu'lg eillcr crastctl urld abgc'

schlosscnclt Hun'Jlutrg votr ciucut gewissr;n Umlang in

rvolllgclalleitr,lcr Spt'achc, nrit eitrcr ttach iblcrr Teilclt

gcsottciertcu A1}\vclldlu]g jcricr l)arstcllLrt:gsar{, dtLrcb

haldelnds llcrsoncn nicht tlLrrch Erziiillulg, tlnd \\''llch'')

clurch lvliilr.icl utrcl 1'Lticirt die I{cioigttrr-l ticr L':iiicn'

sclraltctt C..set .\rt Ueiri:ki . '

b) Thco(lor (irtnpcrz. .\rislolclcs l'ocrik' Lcipzig iti9{r:

Das 'l'rausrspi.l j-ct l]linlioli rlic I)arstcllung crner

wijrdigcn ultd irr -:icil at';'rschlt)\5--rlcn. !:ini g'\vi5slr

Griisse b:silzcntlcn Hart.iltrr13 in !crichiju:cr lirde

unldr p$rtiJll\!ri.a -!c5\)n(lellcr Vctti-ettdttng (l!'t vL'r-

3.

4.

5.



Uteraatvwzeichais

(1) Paul Ri.tla

(2)

(3) Fralz Mehring

(4) Schr6t€r u. Thiclc

(5) (a)

(5) Ludwig Kii'Ner

(6) Max Kommerell

(7) A.Urcd Keu

{8) Sulian Schmid

Lessirg, Cesaumte Ausgabc i! l0 B:iudeu

Bcrtiq 1954/58.

l-essirrg, Wcrkc il drei Biindeo,

l-eipzig i962.

"Die Lcssinglcgcbde"

Gesammelte Schriltcn, Baad 9.

"Lcssing: Ha-mburgischc Dliulaturgie",
ilalte 1895.

"l-ess;rg: Die Hambrugivohe l)r'auraturgic",

Kdti-k von Otto MaffL
.5rultgart 1963.

"Dic Einhcitel) dcs Orlcs und der Zeit in dc!
Trauerspielcn Voltaires",

Disserliuion, Jena 1900.

Lessing Lurd Ar.istoteles,

a an kltirr/Berlin 1955.

Dic Wclt im Drama,

Kiiln/Bcrlin 1955.

I)ic deutsche l-itcralur zur Z*it dcs Sicbenjlihringcrr

l(rieges,

Grcnzboten, l8?9.

C.E. IJssing in Selbstzeugnisscn und Bild

dokumenten - dargcstcllt von

Wollgang Drews.

Rowohlt-Vc'rlag Rcinbeck b. Hamburg, 1962.

(e)



h$aultlltltlas;!t g

Nlrchden \\ir- ilull \orsucht haben, rJic i'tagcn

dcr fhcoric zu erklircu' wollcn rvii kuz darlcgcn'

rvarturr Lessiug gcrade .\tjstolcles ids \'crlbrld stlllcr

I,oldliL g(]v!ult ir:rl .lI dsr lJralnaturglc r]cndl

!'r l$ulig Shai.cspcurc ads Volbild lijr drs D'utsclrcu

(s. 17. Lilctsturbdcl), dcr ttotz Uulicturittts dcs

Afistuiclcs desscu /-iclc las[ i]uNct crrclcllli llll

Ccgclu tz zu clcu Fralzoscn, die lroLz ljitttrttLun-q

dor sl.rcngoll ilcgcu tiicsc Zielc lasL nlc crlciclrcll'

L*ssing wandtc sich gcgeD ciic trjnDalc llltcrpretatlol

d.'s Aristoples duroh dic Ftanzoscn uld thrc

,\tlhiitlgcl irl DeulschlaDd, bcsondcrs gcgcn GottsLt]cd'

Er crkaunte, dass jeclc Nation tlic llcgeln iiir ihr

fhcatct Dach ilucn Gcgebenheilcn modilizicrcn niissc

,\us cliescm Grunde sctzt er sich mil Aristolelcs

atlsdirtandcr, Dic Ergebuissc tlet Attscintudcrsctzttttg

si|cl obco von uns behandell worden'

Die wailren Griinde allerdings lieger b dcr gcsell-

schaitLichen untl poliGctl:n Situafit-rn dcs dcu{sclrcn

lliirgertuqN des 17- und l8' Jahrbunclcrls'

t\ach dern Dreissigj:ihrigcn Kricg rvat l)eulsclrliutd

iI viele kJeine Staaten zersPliltcrt Das srschw'irlc

dic limalzipationsbestrebu|geu dcs lJiirgr'irt I lin!'

zulral auch rlie vcrschiedcncn Kttrlicssiotler lLr

Dcutsqhlarld dic geistige .LrnigLurg ltcnlmlctt Djcsc

Krise brachte auch eireD nerklichc[ Sprachverlail

mit sich. Es musste zunaichst rtic philesopirisijhc

Cruudlagc liir'die Enanzipation geschallen lvcrdcl'

Dic bcdeutcDdsien Vertreter warclr Leibniz, WoliL

unrl 'l'homasius- An der Reinigurtg dcr Sprachc

hattc auch Gotisched cinen grossen Arteil So

rvurde zLniichst die Crundlagc fiit citte allgeutetttu

Verstlindigrng geschalicn. Nuu machten siclt aLtcir

\c$chicdcoe cleutsche SchauspielLruppon datan' dic

Miscre cies de[tschen Theatcrs zu belleben'

Fls scien nur die Verdienste der Ncub€rill crwiihnt'

i)iJ llcsrrebungen dcr Aufkliirung g'ingen dahin' das

(lculsche Birrgcrtun zu crzichen und auf scinc

l-lnranzipation vtrrzubercitcn Schauplatz dcr Er-

zi,:hung solltc auch ctas Theater scin Unt da-s

I:rzichun-r.:;programm unrlasselld zu venvirklichcn'

uaI tlic SchailLrng eirrt-s t'inh.'itlichen tlctllschen

Natir:ttaltltcat..:rs ilotrlcodjg. l)as ttrttt nracillc dr!

.,\ tlsciniLlldcrscl ztulg mit clcn lratrziisi:chcn Ilinfiilssen

ll(r:wcrrdig.

Ili.l r'cllt Lcssirl.'g atr- t:r lcuguct dje Verdicnstc

CiottschcJs, irtclcm cr ilur schad kritisicrt' Dabci

i.ibuffichl cr abcr, dass gcrade Gottscbed mrt serncn

Rcgsht docil dcr c$lc gcwdscn ist, dct eiue gewissc

OlLlrltlng inl clculschcn llilcatcl goiordcrt hat' wrc

cs aLrch dic l3cstrcbungcn der Ncttbctiu 'gewescll

\! iI ren.

Ar,tl dicscLr E[kemltlissel aufbaucntl setzt srch

l-cssing urur [rit Arislotstcs auscittlttder urrd inter-

prcticrt ibn liir die deutschen Vcrlriiltnissc ncu'

l-)rLmit bcab:.ichligtL' cr, dass die Litcratur ztt cilcut

wirksamcn Wcrkzcug des Biirgertums ln selncrn

Kampt fijr die natiouale Befreiulg wird'

Wic lvar ttutt dic Wirlsamkcit votr L'cssings 'Ab-

siclltclt l

lJt sci cirt Zitat gcnanttt: "Wetrtr tlas PrrblikLtm

Iragt: 'Was ist derul nun gcschehen' und rnit eillenl

hiilurischc[ 'Nichts' sioh selbst antwortet' so fragc

ich wicderrum: 'und was hat denn das Publiku-m

gctnn, damit elwari geschehc[ kountc / ' Ar'rch nichts;

ja noch clwas Sohlimmeres als nichts Nioht gcnug'

ctass cs das Werk nicht alloi[ nicht befiirdert: cs

hat ihnr nicht ehmal scinen natiirlicher l-aul

gclassorl'. " (44)

Hiel haben wu tur zwci Drtlgc: Eitrmal drc

schruorziichc Erketurrlis l-cssings, duss dic Wirkung

nicht die cr'hofltc war; zum andsleo dis lreststelltlDg'

([ass auoh r.las I'ubliku'cn nicht Dr.it dcr:r gcbiihrcnder

!lrnsr diese a}itucllcn .[ ordcrungcrr gewiirdigt tll1d

flir sich :urgewcndcl hat'

.\tLelt lvl,;hring stcUrc lcst, clasr dic l)ramatttrgi;

zu ihrcr Zcit uicht dic voll': Wirktfrg erzieltc'

'i-rotz ihrcl bcschr:inktcn WirkLrng zu Lessings

Zcit kilrurcn \Yir hcutc sagell' das' dic Dramaturgic

cin genialcs l)unknral clerrlscher Cci\tesgeschichtc isl'

attl dct last allc sPal('ren dettl)'hL'n l)ichlcr attf-

l;baul habcn.
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odcr ielle F-rr'ignissc lrns l.iuhr zrr trrir:,ccn ljchl,:r.
tt,iirdcl ciic bishcrir.:t rrr; t.:lrilritl,fi tr"..-lt.iirrrirt r, I iurr,l.
IuuS tr l.r'x!c \til!(.r

Nuli.irlich !iht l-,cssi[-r dL'rrr I)icirr..r g$risst i:r',,i-
Itcit iD dtrl Bc-hi] tllrrD-r tjer ljrLter (-l-\. Sliick).
abcr !'s darl kcinr'slalls cinc \j!'r:inclcflrng rlcr lrll-
bckannicB l-ilktcn \olgcnolrlnl!)r \rre(lcD ()dcl. so

v!-rAlldcfl q,erdcu. dass rvir nicht nrchr rllrran 1rlaubt:n.

.ljurcirt r"urd Mitlcid;

I)rts Eldzicl der: i'r'ugi:irlir.' ist rlic Fri.,irirn-q rlrr
Iirrcht uld Mitlcitl.

Wic lv*ir bci dcr Jlcsprcchung d,:r DLlinition tlt'r'

l-ragijdic fcstgestclli habcn, isf dic Errc,suDg vrrrr

lrurchl. ond Mitlcid lLir l-cssing tiic l iirr r;,iircstim"

urung dcs l-rluerspicls. Wrs rc|stcht l-c\1ini: rl[i!:r
rlcn gricchischcn Wortcn "[;urcJ]t" uuil "Mililcid" l
r\n Nicolai schreibt l,cssiug 17,5tr Lrnd AfiirLr$ 1757,

dass dicses gricchischc Wort

( i,.fLr!:Lc iir ..It Ii.'r'.,r"r irllrt., i,rilt,,11 i,.tr.'(J.iI
I : irsi!_q !iit,r:ilj \list,.,rJlr. .t. i]. lli.;r11. (iitJs dic
i tri,,i', nrrl rlir' ./1.;cllrrrii trrr-lllt-,. \llll..,i:i hui:rin

rli,' -/rr:ilr:rrrcr rtrii (l:ll llc!,icn. lirreht rst nichr

i..ltrrlisclr nrit \,lirlcirl. l)ic i.urcir: i:r ilul c!\\::\
.g.'r'ii:li r,.'l- \!]\ nocl) lrcrrrr-irrhr. r.lls \.1irl,,,iil a l

ct!.,ii\. dit\ ntlhr r'r.!.'r- q,enigcr s.:ltr,l !fS!,li\!air:ir:
isl: br'idc 

^tsituII!n lbc'r [_.ringcrr ctst clic r,rni
l)!chlcf bclb{iclrIiglc WirLu,lg tlcr l-iu.griclit, hL,r.rot.
(iio ll{schiillcfun! tl,.'s lrrschaucrs. l)icscn Ccclanlic|
enlsprishl uuclr i.es:in-gs I(lthlr.asis-.\ull;rssunl:.
lhs ist cinilcrrti.l v()l) bcidcn Mcisrcru zrrrl .\rr,-
clnrck g;br-lcht woldcn. so dass rvir uus L.cssirr,,s

\'lsinurrg anschlicsscn kiilncl- \\,crrn cr Collcillrs
..\nsichtcn cncr-lisch r.vidcdc-st,

Irt uclehctu Vcriti.il{uib 11ir, "Haiuburgischc l)ranra-
tul.gic'' zur: Aristotciiscltcu "Poctik" stsht, Lilurr a.bci

11,ch( r lit$scll(l bch0ntlclt wcrdcn. wcil (:s $()|]sl

lroLwc rilg lteu|]rictr wiitc, attdcrJ (jaiturlgru (lcf
;]! alliliurgis, z.l-,. dai Lrbispicl- zu irriicl,siultiigcir.
Eiue iiste Iheoric dcr I ragodic hat .l-cssing in
diesuu Schriltcn nichl gegcbcn. Lr hat dLrreh

I3cispicle anhan,.l l]rodcLncr S!iickc (ssincr Zcit)
scurc , \nschir LlLlugcu urit dcr A stoiclischcn thcorie
vcrli.rliipit u|d (latgclcg(. !Vir. sinrl der &lcirrullrrg.

l,cssing hal. aus eilenr doppclten Cnrnrl dic
"Dra.nratur3ic' gcschfiobeo: crstclrs, url] <lic rristo-
tclischcn Rcgclu glxrzuslcllcD. z*ci:cns bcLrirnp(te cr
die Anschaut.ttl.!.1. dilsb (lic lirauzosen (lic Cesulrc

der gricchischcn MJi:,tcr irllejN vcrsli t(lcll rrrril tlantil

dic hiichstc \'ollkr:rnnrculrcit im l)ra;ra r:r'r'ciclrt

lriiltclr.

Diu Lesriugsclctt CLttuti:iilzc \ral!jr 1u[ (li!

siraitcrc Zcit \rnr !lbsstcr Bcdeutr,ll,r. 5clti!lcr

schrcibt rrr -:t. 7. 1799 an Coellrc: '-l:s i'r 3:Lr

lcirr: i'lag+. .!a's Lcssin-t utrtcr allcrt j)cu'\cli:n

s:in.:r /-cit iib,:r tllrs. r'ras r,lie Iirr,r'' helrilli. Ir,l
kleL;.tct: gcwescrt. am sciriifltcn 0rrJ ur-:lir.lt rrt,r

lihllulst.-'ir,.ilLlirlrrr' gctlirliit t:rLl'.ilrr \\'e'.iriiicii..
\'orilui is tnlii)!rlrir'. ilrt) tlnvcti-Licl\!j\!,ir ii1! \rr"-'

,!-'lrs.! lrll " (-l.l I

-93--

" rril Srlr fcliL'r1

i.ibcrsorz[ wirrt' und oriiittcri dirs lolgcnucr.lniln5,]r|.

'I)cr Sclrrcckcn in dcr lragodis $[ lveircr r.rcu,sr

als die plotziiche Ucbsrrirsclrrulg dcs ivi,ilerus odcr

das r,ibdjrascirtc und r.ulofll.wic]acltc Mi.lJill."t]ij)
.l)ourlacrir war Dacir scitrcr r.iarrraiigc! rrtrscrauuug

tuic Absicirl dcr' 
.1tagr-rcliu, 

nLrr 1!!rt|lirl lLl errigerr

JJald daraul abcr eri{aruliu g!, oaJs dor aijstutcli)elle

n urJruck rrichL rrrit "5ctrrlc|in'. 5uridiln rr,..

"furcht" zu iibel-sct/-'ju sci. (41)

I-cssiug widcriugto Conrclllcb ,\ul[aisu!g, uas5, drj

I ragtidic cntwr:rJcr Iurchl odcr r\{irlcid crle-t;r,

kolnc, aui das scitilistu. I),irmraclL siud t urcht

urld Mitlcid eog uritcirlnudof vcrbLurrlutl.

ivla[ |fagl sish ; lvoraui isr dio l urcl]t {lcs

Z-uschauers gcfichi!t'/ i i,ir rv\lir soll ur Miti!r(l

cntptlndcn? Arislolclcs /rrrsiclrten citriibci sind urrs

irn Kapitel l-l dcr "Puciil." i.!i)crliJi'crt. Er sshleibt:

"Dcr Aulbau cin:r vtllcirti;tcir liari'Ljic soll nicht

ciltlach, sonC!'rn vclliocil:!! sciri urrrl ririllciri. trnri

furchlerrcgencl; i3.'3cbcttittitcr: dai:tcller. ... i)a:
ivlitlcid gilr detu. dci ttiti.r'iiiriri itts Un,lj,rcl. :rlrii
Die Ftrrcht gilt clctit. clc; trrtrcr';s-ilrrirer, i.r.

B.'i eincnr SchrIkcr i>t riiI k-irrr. tii.'.rr hiir;-.r



lll(lcfcL] ::\'giilllrlci \\irc lllid \\'ir jtdcs Itrn (ii'l\i i

/\v,'i S:i.icl'iii bcsQild;rs tlcnkcn $ iii'lrll l i'i)

.\ls urriillilbrtrc i;oi:-ailill:l c:giiri :icll i:lls t11' r

l.ahr'. \(\rtt ,\,'1i11.'!r1:rill'lar. rllss clt't ( i1iII''l :-:

rrNnsciliic!r r',llht tltld 3r:lclll':\'l'l scitt :r'll

\'l:rn liltttt rnit (lcl11 l.ci(lcn 50irllcr \'l'ilscl)rlr \lili'iJ

i'nrl)l-it)al':n. tiit: (lt' Ztrscirart''t \rr\rlilrLjliil) i';

l)ics.'n ltt i:tolcliscllcl (ll tl!lLl\lillcll S!'llliiss liidiit

l.cssing tli; {.rnnatiitlicllkclt tt"i Chrraktclr rL't

lilrolll!ru in Crrtncillcs "R(ido!unc" (35) \!'rwirft

rlir; Ch:trakti-'t clct "\{rronc" irt \/rrlllrir"s ".rcf{rllc-'

$cg.'n s\lin!'r tttt$alt'h(:il (36) Arrs dcn glciclt'rn

Criinrlclt la(lclt cr die- Pcrsonctr in (ir'onegls "Olirtt

Lrnrl Srrphronia" (i?) rnd iu Vollaircs "Zayr!i" (:3)

Wir' clcr <lranratischc f)ichlcr cinctr lcbctrsn'lhr'':tr

Charaklcr itlt-alisicrel kiinne' llt I-cssitlg in tlcrt

':iiickflI bci <lcr Bcsprcchung vott Vrrlllin:s "!l'"'t'opt"

!ezci!tt.

Dass cin mcnschlich tlthr';r Chtrltltct

glcichzcitig Atlgcrncsscn scin nttss' d h ' class cr clcr

Cattung. wclcher dic bctrclTcndc Pcrsotl irn's!:llirr'l'

cntsprccilcn rniissc, gchl llus d!'ltl BJr'rifl' (lcf

"Nltiirlichk,':it" llcrYor' Dr'rn Mi!i1n diirl'"n lt'inc

$,cilblichcn I:-.igellschaf tctr zttkotnmen' gr:nnnso tlcr

I'rau kcinc mdnrrlicheo Dics crkl:irl l-essin'q b':i

dcr BesprcchLurg von Cotncillcs "RodogunC' im

i l. Sliick der Hamburgischcn Dramattrrgic lllld von

Fav rls "solimlnn IT' im 34 Stiick

l)arirt. <iass (lic Charaklcrc konscttcnt scill l'nilsslrrl'

urtcrstLlzt Lr:ssing clic arisloielischc ltcgcl und

Iiihfl sic \'r'citei aus

Nichts nlrtss :Jich in lirrt} ( llaf'rcL"rrcn \\ i(]'f-

spr.'cllctt-. llcjnl l.tssilt3 irLr -l-{ S'lieii rtrttl ctlilr'r'i

rieitet. ":lc tnil:.:tt iltttrrcr cinli:r:rli;,: irlltttct tlrtit

.;rlt'st iiirlich trl:rbrn. sic d(irier: :iili jcl/l :'tlirl ir"

ieili sihi'.ic!ic! iitiss"rn' nlchti:rrr tlic Uln'ilillilc iiil

sil r"ttLeit: iLhlr ilciilcr r't:tl clicr;il li'lltrllllil'Jll llli'li\

jrjirallrli .:itt l '-,tt ii ll,)Lri ' \' 
" 

t lr\t:''' ""

zt; irtttj-'ilt "Dic l(o]1\'quJn t '1 ' 
( lr 

': r\l' l':

-:.!i'rri-i: Tllrllfieill.- r', ic l-c'silt:' 'trt 1;'"i;1;11 
";t 

Ll"

',r'i\l( i.i.' rliit, I itt ;r'l ;i ''1 l"' ri'.' ii'rr :'

i)..:sorr.'rr. lu ir!ict .\-'lrdil":il1 '-!cr gcritrgstcn Gc-

.iiurlielr utll i\'llilrLtLtllctl Illt:lt \1'Lss'llcbutlg cles ctn-

i:i.!i .lit.ri l, ili.i. il-'n ( llltrLl'ic:5 ililt (li:rgJl'irt r'li(i:

:,ic ctf,'r'Li.r, ,lii Iiclr(ig \1(\1i'icrtrn-! 'lcr ll ir tl tllltng"tt

rlil.i (iasinllill):l-'ll \\'rltttttl li)ttlcrl l !-ssill'! konsc'

riLl.lll tiil" l-iinlrrlllLltll: (lr'r (-ir:lf::iir'l! llll(l crlAlll"rt

\iisl.-'rll'::i (ic.i:lrlkr'n Irliltct ' ltl rlctt Charaktctctt

sir'ht l..cs:ing tlas Ei3tcnliclrc tlrrs I'trlitischc l)trrclt

l-cssittgs llchilrtctl 1lrli (1!:li Cllltlitlilclcu e'rfahtcn

rvit.litl cr tlartli{ cttcicilcn sill \\'lnn tli'r' Chara\-

ici inl Stiick sfril(l !'llcll l.cssirrg ''lntgcslclll 'r'ild'

lann cr sich nicht tlcl Sclts'rtz-\\'ciss-'l-hct''ric

rntri"'llcl1. ,\1ll dcr'ullichstcn zcigl rich l-cssirrgs l4icl

i[ (l('r Atllfllsstinil \om l\'til1clcll rtktcl in scin!'rl)

l tltttclspi:cl linilia Gaktlli"

Dirrtllll verlrtrrill Arit'lt)iclcs clcr l)lchtcr soll''

.litrrtclt :tr;b-'n. l''".,' ";n 
l4grlrch von citt"r gcrvi"ctt

tl.'schr ! ft'rr lrcit alclt ihr ent:iprdcllcrldcs sl!c o(lcf

luc" wic cs n(tlwcndig t'c'cr lvitht:'ch':ittlich lttr

,.licscttr (lltittLlh{cr sich clgctr'' Nicht grossc Hancl-

Ittl3cn hrill l-cssing liir cr'lirrdcrlich' ltttch itr tlct

LicinesicLr kann siclt (1c1 (-''nlrillilfr ;'ci'gcn' "tllld

rtur tlic, wclcrl:c t1;15 111cis1c I-icht auI ihn rvcli!'11'

r;rtrl 't.-lr tl. r' |o:ti'clt''tl Scllii'zrtrll tlic I'lt''slJll--

10. Stiick) Zn riiescltr PunLt brinl:!l I-cssillg nlclllcrc

ll,,'ispiclc il r'icrt 5liickert 51 - 
58'

in d;r Wirklicllkeit liltdcn wir tlicsc Ucbelc tltsttnt It t -

r)t)g dcs Cilaralitcrs rlsr hant!clnrhn Pcr:oncn tlttt

,1", 'lai ult nichl !Yill abcr dcr Diclrtcr diesc

rri.l.rt:'-llctr Ltuigtrissc r'''lllihlcrt so llltl\t il \\i-'

\\'if \\1)thir btttltrt ltirbttt' sich nicltl lilfcllll iln (jli

I'i\loIi\cllJll I aLlcrt hel:r':- tlcttit rvir ritrli':tt ttiii:t

i.rt:l rlenr 'l hcalcl \!!:sill ivils (l!'! (rdcr jfncl ldl|tn

lliLl. {rrlli.ljlil \i.::' (lit tj\lcl j'llci'r':l tiil'ill ':ctlltlc;t

( j'iiitl,lu: Lltl(: ,.:.-!, i :,Jli I'III 'Iii1IIi'_lI lllll \\'cnI'

l).1' .r !i I llr irlier;s';icreil'

l-rssill!: lltlri '\r'i:itrtelc' sittd tlt tlt'i' t l ragc al:o

|-;,'j:--r \irt'll.!lS.

,l"rJ jll ' ir'' 'li' frl';;'Lllljr' rl'i' l)i\lilirl \"lr

ii :. i l il- i li llr: I ::!i ''i' -- ."':l: li;h:rr I r"":-:-

ji, r. ii ', ..ir hlii tl'r l)i:h ' 'j;: \i''r:llciritil' cli-'i'
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cinc Handlung -glaubwtirdi-g erschcint. das *irklichc
Geschehen aber biete irr den seltensten F'iillcu dicsc

innere Walrsche ir ichkcil. (27)

Die lloesie stollt das All.rcnteinc dar. dic

Geschichte das Einzelle: "das Allgemt'ine abcr ist.

wic so oder so cin Mann nach der Waltrschein lich -

keit oder Notwcndigkeit sprcchen odcr ha dcln

wiirde: ... das Bcsondere hingegcn ist. das Alkibiatlcs

getan oder gelitteu hat-" (28)

ALf dem Thcater sollcn wir nicht lcrncn, was

dieser odcr jeoner getan hat, sondern was cin

jcder Mcnsch von einern gewissen Charakter nrrter

gewissen Umstauden tun wi.jrde. (29) Der Dichter

ist nicht an die historischc Wahrheit gcbundcn.

jcdcnfalls nicht weitcr als sie einer rvohlgedichteten

Fabel iihnlich ist, mit der er seinc Absichtcn vcr-

binden kann. Er braucht eine Geschichfe nicht

darum, weil sie gcschebcu ist, sondern weil sic so

geschehen ist, dass er sie schwcrlich zLr sincnl

gegenw:irtigen Zwccke besser erdichten kijnntc."(30)

Ebenso ist dic B€rlicksichtigung der wirkliohen

Sittcn nicht unbedirgtes Erfordernis. Der Dichter

karur ebensogtrt cinheimischc Sitten in der Tragi.idic

anwenden lvie die wirklichen. Wenn der Dichtcr

besondere historische Fakten verwendcn will, so

wird cr vor allcu Dingen clarauf bedacht scitr. einc

Reihe von Ursacbcn und Wirkungcn zu schaifett.

l"essing bcschl.icsst clicsg Bctrachtung mit folgcndcn

Worten: "Kurz, die Tragtidic ist keinc dialogisierte

Geschichle, die Geschichtc is1 flir dic Tragcidie

nichts als ein Repcrtorium von Narncn. ntit dencn

wir gewissc Charaktcrc zu vcrbindcn gcwohnt.

Firldel der Dichter in der G€schichtc mehrcle

Umstende zur Ausschmiickung urrd Individualisier-

ung seines Stoffes bcqucnr. rvohi, so braucht cr

sie."(31)

ln der Dcfiuitiorr ilcr 'l ragddic wird nujr scsagt.

dass rurs die Tra-sitdic durcll handelrdc l)ctsoncll

rorgefiihrt rvird unrl nicht durch cpirchen Be|icht

.{lso cs trclcn Pcrsrnlcn atlf. die tlic Darstcllttne dcr

Handlung erm<iglichcn. I)as lirschcincn tler I landcltr-

den crfordert dic l--intciltrng (lt\ \iirlj'is in.\u'lrillc

und irr r\ulziigc. Nach dcr Rcgel der Einircii der

Hiurdlung miissc[ dieselben so dargeslcllt seiu. class

dic nachkommendctt Gcschennissc aus dctl vtlrhcL-gc-

hcndcn sich ;rach clem Gcsctz lotl Ursachc uud

Wirkung noiweudi-e zeigen, nur clann kitllncrl sic

dcn notwcndigetr ittneren Zusamurenhang bcsi{rcn

Dcr architcktonischc Au{bau dcr Auftritte und

Aufzii-qc muss dctartig scin. dass in dcll einzeltlcn

Stufcn dcr'Entwicklun-q r.rud Verwicktrttg cinc Stci-

-!:cnurg stirltfindct. (32) Eincn ausgr:priigtcn Cltar-

aklcr mlisscn <tic hand,glnden Petsoncn habsn. us

rvclchent ihre Tatcn motivicrt wcldcn; danril ist di"

Fragc entstanden ; Wie nriisscn diesc Charaktcre

bcschaffcrr sein ?

Dcr gricchischc Mcister hattc dcn Gruncisa:z

r'oramgestcllt. dass die tragische Pcrson wc(lcr

(lurch l'ugcnd hervorragc, noch eineu sittlich schlcch-

tcn Charaktcr habe. sonclcrn dass sie gut' aber

nicht frci von lictrlern sei, die sic dann ins

LJflgli.ick stlirztcr: uLrr dann bringcu sic in Wahrhcit

dic bcabsichtigte Wirkung. die Erregung von Mitlcid

uncl liurcht, hcrvor. Unter "guf' versteht Aristotclcs

nur die rnoralische Giite, betont Lessing mit allcr

Entschiedenhcit, und er uoterstijzt dicse Auffassuttg

gegen die franziiischen Kunstrichter, wie Corneille'

Corncille meinte, es beclcute "den glanzcnden und

erhabene[ Charaktcr irgcndeiner tugendhaftcn dcr

stralbareD Ncigung." (33)

Oder die Auflassung Dcciers: Er vc$land dar-

untcr, dass clic Charaktere "Gut ausgedrtickt sein"'

Nach Atistoteles' Woncn soll der Charaktcr nicht

allzu gut und nicht allzu ttlgendaft dargeslcill scir)

Er meint. er sollc ein "Mittclcharaktcr" scin'

Diese Au1'lassung (ler arjstotelischdn []cslinrrlttttt-r'1

li.ihrt Lessing an Mcudclssoiur itt dem B|ir:f r''rnr

18. 12. 1756 ndher aLts, wo st den scheinbiLrcn Eirt-

q':urd gcgcn den von Aristolcles -lr.clordcrt\rn lvlitlcl-

c[araktcr widerlcgt und begriindct, rrarrtnr der llcltl
nioht allzu tugcndhaft scin clllrfc. Lcssirtg schr.'iht:

''weil ohne den Fchlcr. dcr das Urtgliick iibcr iirn

zieht. scin Charaktur rurd sciu Ungli.iek kcjrt (iltirz.-'

ausrtachcn wijrdcn- \vcil d!!s cirlc !lrciri (i. r1t



vorauszcigt, lu (l!r1l cL sic liihret rvlll.

Wcilcru Erdrtc(ungcn iiber die richtigc liinricirl-
tunrq rrcl lrlg:ischco Fabcl gibt ,{ristotelcs iur .). uocl

l(). Kapit('l dcr "Pirclik".

.,\ristotclcs rcilt dic tra-sischc Fabcl iu cinfrclrc untl

vcrflochtcnc !.in.

Lcssil-l beharrdelt dicsc Ulllcrschcid'-urg in engern

.{nschluss an Arisloicics in) 38. Sfiick Ller. I)rama-
Iurgi!.. Nach Lcssing ist cirrc ei|lhchc Fabel cirrc

sr'rlcirc. rlic il ihlcrn \/crlaul clcn Schicksalsrvcchscl

ohnc Pcripclic uucl rrltnc Iir.kcnnLrng btin-ql. lrr

circr vcrflochlcnen Fitbcl sild pc'ripctic odcr
fjrkcnnunq odcr beidc zLrglcich in (lcr Tr.agiidiD

cnt halten.

Wcnu sie auch tichi \&.cscntlichc Stiickc dcr
Irabcl sincl, so 'llachen sic doch dic l:Iancllung
mallnigfaltiger und dadtrrch sc]hijncr und intefcs-
santcr". Lessing iibcrsclzl (lcn ALtsdruck .'Pcripctie,'

mil GlLickswcchscl (biIc andorc Ucbcrsclzungcn

nachscl agen). ivas ul-senilu crschcint, da jn ycr:-

schiedencn Uebersctzung dcr "Poclik,, es .'pldtzlicher

Schicksalsw'echsel" hcisst.

Zu dicsen bcidcrr lii.serischa[tcl eircf Ijubcl nrit
vcrflochtener Hancllr.rng kommet nach eine dritle, das
Pathos. Iu AischlLrss daran ergcbcn sich nach

Itssing fiir tragischc Bcg!'bcnhciten vicr Arlen. jc

rrachdcm dic 'fal wisscntlich odor. un,rvisssntlich

veri;bt wordcll und ausgcliihrt odcr nicht ausge-

li.ih:. wcrden kar)n. (24.) Von cliescn vjcl Klassen

gibL Aristotelcs dcrjcnii:cn dcn Vorzug. nach wclohcr

dic u[wisscr]d untclnonlfilcllc ]ht richt zur Voll-
zichLtng .relanirt. indern die darin ve'r.wickcllcn

Pcrsoncn einandcr noch zur rcoh{clr Z-,cit crkcnnen.

Damit schierr nichL iibcrcitlzu!timntcn. wirs ,ArisLo-

iclcs vorhcr gcsa-st. (lass die schdn angclcgtc l:abcl
nichl cincn UnrschrvLrri-r: aus Ulgliluk in ClLicli_

son(lcrn alrs (llilck in (Jt:!li.lck dalsrc]leD

Diisse-

Lcssing rcrsucht. clcn sich cr-lebcndcn \litlcr-
splttch. tlcn Dacicr rt.r ih;tr rrichl zu behebcn rt'r-
jnochtc. in folr:cnder Weisc zu losen: ,,Indcn

.\ri5lolrlc! clic vclschiedeucrr ... lciic dcr tragrsehcrr

l'lundiun_g. jcdcn ilsbcsonclere b€trachtct. ... ro

fiucict sich. dass derjcni,qc Gli.ickwecbsel dcr bcsrc.

is1. das jst dcr friirigsic. Sclrrcckeu und Mittlc'id zrr

bcliirdcnr. rr.clchcr aus d!'llt Bcsscrn in du5

Schliurnrclc -ccscirichl: Lrnd ... dass dicjcnigc l3chlncl-

lrrng. unlcr rsclclrcnt clas l,('idcn bevorsteht. ci[andcr
nichl kcnn,-'tr. abe-r ir clcnr Augcnblickc-. dtr dicscs

Lt'idr":rr zrrr Wir-kliclrkcit gelangc'n solJ. cinandcr

kl'ut]!'|l lcnren. so <li'rss us dadurch rrnler.blcibt.

[Jnci dicscs soll sich rviclersprcchcu'l Ich vcfsleh('

rricht. wrr nran dic Geclankcn habcn ltuss. wcnn

man hicr den €teringstcn Widespnrch finclct. Dcr

Philosoph rcdst von verschiedenen Teilen, wanrnr

soll dcnn das. rvas er von tliesen Tcilen behaulrtct,

auch von jeden gellen n]fisscn ? " (25).

Obwolrl l-cssings Erklhnrngsversuch scharlsinnig is1.

schcifcrt cr jcdoch an seiner unrichtigen Auflassuug

dcl llc-qriffc "Per\retic" und "Pathos". Lr gibt

aber eincn Hi:rwcis auf die einzigc M<iglichkeit.

dic T(onrplikationcn z.u lcjscn: "Dje Vollkomracrr-

h'ril cles Gcnzelt rurd dic Vollkonrmonhcit des Tcilcs

sind nicht identisch- Dcr Gliickswechsel, dcr mit
(lcr Pcripetie nicht identisch ist, ist das Ganze;

das Pathos aber ist der Teil." (26) Irssing meintc

dazu irn Gegensalz, der Gliicksweohsel sei der Tcil
und das Pathos das Ganze. Eine grte Tragiidic

liesse sich in der Darstcllung der Umwandlung dcs

Glilcks in UnglLick erkenncn. Lessing fasstc das

Pathos als das spczifischc Mcrkmal der tragischen

Hancllung. das ihr niernals fchlen- diidte. auf.

Nach Aristoteles scheirrt abcr aus der ganzcn Stelle

hervorzrrgchen. class das Pathos un\vescnflichcr isl.

lrt wclchcnr Vcrhiiltnis stcht (lic rrachahmcnde

Darstellrng cincr Handlung zLrr Wilklichkcit uld
zrrr Ceschichtc ? Lcssing gibt uns iru Anschluss an

.\fi\toiclds eiDo ausliihrlichc Anlworl. lfit Arist()tcle\

spr.icht Lcssing del Gluncl-r"redankcn aus. class der'

trilsichlichc Ye'r'larrf (arislot,.'lischc WjrLlichh!it)
ri(h nicht ll(r t\\,c ndi-L'cr\ c is( 1rril deJ)r poctiri i,

\\lhrcn tlc,,kr'. clenrr tiic Po.:lir.cir,, Wirhr.hcil rcrlan!u
,rjn.-' jrtrrrrc \\':rlrlscht'irrlir.hkcii. rcunrilr ilci.l urr.

-- E0 --



(lcr Zcit ttnd clcs Orlcs hiclt nlan slrcns darirrl lcsl-

dass dic !:ar'lzc tllncllLrng llur itr "ili"trr 
Ziulnrci rrrr

sich gchcn st)lltc l)clrrl rr';rlu dcshlllb l'!'ssrrls r'1(''r

l:rnnzosctr Yor$'irf(. "il1rs:rtlt dcr tiinhcit tlcs 'l'ag''s

schiibcn sic tlit' llinhcit clct Daucr tlnl!-1': urrd einc

gcrvissc Zcit. in rjct matr vorl kcillctll Artfgclt'':n oclcr

Untcrsrellcn <tcr Strnne hiirte. in clcr nicnrantl ztt

Ilett girl-c- wcnigstuns nicht i\flcrs lls r"innral ztt

Bcrt ging. ll,lochts sich sonst noclt so)jcl Ilrrd nlilrr-

ctrcrlci clarin ercigtren. licsscu sie fiir ein'rn TaS

gcltcn"- (19) so tut cr <lics nit vollcn Rccht: dcntl

clic' Franzoscn vcdctztcn clurch diese eusscrlicllc

Befol3ung dcr angeblichen Regel von dcr Einheit

dcr Zeit rlas wichtige Cesetz des Aristoteles von

<lem natiirlichcn nncl notwendigctn Zttsanrmenhangc

der Handlung. indem sic dic Handlrrn-e unmittclbar

aufcinautlerlolgcn liessen. zlt tlcnen sich' wie l'cssing

hcmerkt. vcrniinftiEtc Menscfierr meht als eincn Tag

nctmen. Atrs dem gleichcn Grundc ist das Ab-

komtnen. wclchcs clie Franzosen mit dcr ftir sie

tvrannischen Regel von der Einheit des Ortcs trafcn'

ztl verwctfen. "Alrstalt cincs citligcll C)rtcs fiih cll

sie eincn nbcstinlntcn Oft cin' lllltcr dcm man

sich balcl den. tralcl iencrr cinbildcn kiinntc: gcnrrs'

wcnn tliesc C)rtc zus?mlncn. ntrr niclrt gar nt weit

nrscinandcr liigcn." (20)

Aus der Kritik. wclchc l.cssing an dcn Franzosctt

i'rbtc, lasscn sich zuglcich seinc Regeln ftir die Ein-

hcit dcs Ortcs untl dcr Zeit im modernen Drama

cntnehmcn. Zrtniichst wics er nach' dass dic Einhcit

clcr Zeit lnd dcs Ortcs von dct Einheit dcr Hand-

lung abhiinggig sci trnd rnriglichst bcachlct werdcn

rrilsse: erfordcre rbcr cler nalilrlichc Vcrlauf der

Handlung cincn 7-eitspntng odct' '"'inc 
Vcriindcntng

rlcs Ortes. so s,:i bcitlcs im \rerlattf c'ines Artfzrtges

ztL vcrnrcitlcn. viclnchr kiinnc nlan so\"olll dcn not-

rvcnrligen Odsv'cchscl bci BL'ginn dr's ncucn Auf-

zu-ss eintrctcn lassen. als artch dcll ZcitsPrung in

rll-n Zu'ischcnalll \'crlcg!-n Dr'!rn dl u'ir nicht l ic

dic -Altcn (lie offcnc Szcnc rlas garl/!' Dranra hir)-

(lurch vor AtlS.'rt llnbcn. so fin'ict ntit <lcnl Fallctl

tlcs \/orhanges iltlch inllrrcl cin Ahschlttss i:t tttts'fct

Iliusionl sliltt. tii: \icrlintl.'rrtn':cn z$ ischL'!r den bci'

(icn .\k{crr r\.irkctr als,'r lricltr st'irctttl l)ic l.r'ih!'ll

in dul Wcchscl \ oll Ort ull(l Z-'cii ist abcr inso-

ricit Itut Scslsllct. xls Lli.' l:inhcir dcr IJulrllLrrtg

rlaclrtrcl', nichl r'crlcgt trud tltrscrc Illttsitrttctt rladtltclt

nicht auigch(rbctl ucrtlc:r. Wcntr artch l 'cssirlg in

scinctt cig.Tcn I)ratrrctr votr dicscf Irrcih!'il tltlt \\!'llig

GcbrlLlchl nlaclrt!'. s(l hal cr doch tiic Bllrn ztt

c:ncI l rciclcn Entrvicklrtrtg gebrocilcrr' { {n L!'ssilr-lls

I)rantn "Errrilia' Cal(l1ti" wcrden ivir clanrt anf dir'

Fragc. iurvieweit l-cssing scin,.' Thcoric vcr$'irklichlc'

ciugchL'rr.) Was cl altl 1]rcorctischcrn Wcge lntt'-

b:lhnl" das bcwirkt praktisch clas cnglischc Drattra'

auf clas er wicderhtrlt anfmcrksam rrachtc (21)

Nachclcru wir clic Eignscftaflcn dcr Trar:iiclic'

Vollsl?indiekcit. llnfang untl Firrhcit dcr T{attdrrttrq

l':.-snrochcn liabcn. kotnmcn wir zr'r dcr Frase'

Wis nrttss t'lic tlanrllung bcschnff'"'n scirl" danit si':

dL. Absicht dcr Tragiirlic. Fr'rrcht rtnd Mitlcid

zlt crwccken. alll v()llsliindi!sr!'tl crrciclll'l

A storclcs nlcint in scincr f)!'finition dass dic

r{xrldlir!1x wiinlig sclrr muss (22)

f;!q t{norllrrro stcllt T,:bcn. Gliick rrntl I Inr'liiclr v<'rr

\{nnsqtcn tlat- c]ic cincn llncrlvrrt(-lcn Griicksrvrchsrl

crlcidc-n rrncl clnnrm irt ttns Frttcltt nnd Mi'l.'id

crrgocn. Dii: Htndhrnq. rlic kcinc Frrrctl nncl kcin

\4i'lni.l c.l-l,1-'1't. cnisnriclit clcnlnlc'h nicht clcnr Zrvrcl<

dcr Tra!:iidic. llinc besondcm lracische Wirkrtnq

wird nach Aristotclcs crzicll. ucnn dic Beqclen-

hcitcn rviclcr Errva ctr cintretcn (22) Lcssinc bc-

zicht lreilich die Wortc "widcr Erwirrlcn" auf 
'lie

hirndclndcn Pcrsonetr rlcr Tragiidie nicht auf dic

/rschauer.

Was braucht dcr Dichtcr llm lrns /Ll Libcf ra\cllcn.'

llr itbcrraschr.: scilrc Pers(xlcn. so vicl cr u'ill: wir

rvcrrlcn ttnscrn Tcil schon davon ztt llchnlcll \"'l\s!'li'

1.,'911n rlir. rvas sic -qaltz Llnvcfnltltcl trcllcn r)lu5\'

lLrch noch so langc rt-rritLtsgescl'tctt hahcn"(21)

I c\sirg stinlnlt clantit cicnr frxrr'''ijsischcr'r I)ichl"r

r11(l lillr]stricl)t!'l- I)ld!'r()l zLt. tlcs:ctl (lecllltlk':rl

lcssing urrliihrt rrnrl int Einlllttrg Illil \fi:t('lel"'
(irund\ail/cn Iinclcl \/t'n (liJsttlr G''sichtsl"tttrlt rt'-''

r'(chtfcrliil er tilc l)titxii tlts l.trriPitl:' \'clch'r i!l

rcincn Dialrl-!-'cn la:;t inlDl!l Ccl lrt:':hartcln dts licl



rcratbeil(-1t hrb.'. l)io Ucb!:rlj!'fcrtlng bt)l ('crll

Dichter rielti ttttt ri:ts Utrirsliclt. rrls llll\rJllrs'hclll-

lichcs Falitrrrr. tlitss cittt' I t lt lvlilllll rllld Silhrlc

umbringt. l)iJs gibt lrlichstlns dr.i Srcucr] da5 cs

von allcn trihctctt Lituslitr,:lcn cnlbldsst i5t. drci

Lur$'a lr t scltcitrl ichc SlclrJll '(t+) Hi.rr llltlss dcl:

l)ichtcr scin cigtrcs l(ii[ncn citrsciuctl. cirro Rt'iltc

volt LIisllc:hc11 rtncl Witktitrgcu nluss cr criil)dcl]'

Dcr i)iehlcr trtrtss rlicsc utrrvllrrschcitllichctr Vct'

blcchcn so d ar-zttsi'cllctr vcr$lchcn^ <lass wil Libcruil

nichl an tlltrr nrliiirlichJn trnd sclbstvc6iindlichirt

Vcr'l rI zivcilclti. l]crcchligl vcrspottcl Lcssing dtc

t:r'uu Go:tschcds. ciic dic Ucbcl scl"-rtn-:l (lcs

irauzi)siscl)ctl Lustspiels "Dcr poctiscirc I)orljr'urkcr"

!o|.l l)esloucll!-s votr clrci A]ilcl itr fiil]l '{ktc

zcrlcgte. uol clc[ klcinlioiren Rc.ucltt ilues Matlllcs

gcrccht zLr wcrdcu. (15)

.l)a dic Ausclchnung dcr.Fabcl durch ihls irurcrc

Wahlschcrtlichkcit besiiuttrlt ist, so ist nit iht cllg-

verbLtnclctr tlic Le ltr,.: rott clcr liirthciL tlct llatldltttig

worau sich clic Lchrc vorl dar Eiilllcit tlcr 7-cit ulld

d!'s Orlcs auscltliessl

Dic wichtigstc liot(lcrtlilil Ii]r' Llic 'l Laiigilic irl

ciie Lirhcit dcr Ilaudlurrg Dic lil;ignissc, <tie sicit

aul dcr lli.ihnc ubspicto|, llllisscll ciflcl] lllDsrcll

Zrrsal ncuitattg hlbcn utrd llicbt durch 
'iussc'c

Anlassc auslclUsl wsrdcll. Wic dcr l)ieiltor dioscu

uti)lo,Jlrscrlell Grundsull b-'i uer l\olllPositiutr cittci

tragischctr liabdl alvLrwcrdcn habc, davo[ gtbt

LcssiDg irn 31. Sti.ick der tlallrbur'-9'schcl) i)raiila-

turyic sin lrcllctrdcs 1lild. Er splicbl davttLt

dass dcr l)icrtter cine -t{cihc vort Ursaclrctr tutd

Wirkr.urgen ollittile:l lnrLss, aber aush $'le cI

bi.:dur:i;en ntuss, scirletr Bcgcbcnheildn oinell

bclricr.ligcn Veriaul zu gcben, "dass uus nichts dabci

belrorurlet als dic utlttlcrkiichr /\noahcrong clnei

/,icles, von dcrl Lurscrc Vorstcljullgcn zuruckbcber)'

uud an dcnl ivir uns cndlicb voll dcs innigstcn

Mitlcictr ,!.:c-trcn die. rrclchc eitr s() fatalcr 5trolrr

clahinrcisst. Lrncl voll Schreukelt i"ibar das BsrtLtss"sctn

bcfindcn. utrch rtns kirnnc cin tihllichcr: Stroln dahill-

rcissrn- l)inlc bc-rchcn. dic wir bci kallcm Blutc

Wll riir' l.llslchc clct i'irnillttnS rtrlbitrilll ; I'rLl

nriissc 'uLiiilljcll 
sc'iii, lcnrt si.' iltl.'tt' Z\vc!k iliul/

ctrtsPlccll!'11 strll. l)ulch iitlsscrc (icscllcllllissc (iiirfcrr

clic I:tci,r.rtiissc sirh llichi cDl\vieLcltr. si'i nlilss!'ll !iii

bc-gfiil'rdit scin. Dcslralb til(lcll i..cssilg (Lirs cl)lisllrcll'

Irau.'rspicl "s() iibcrlctlgl $ic cI lttch iurlDdl \orl

<lcru utrrnitlclbarctl Wirkull,qgn dcr Ctraclc sclll I'io-llc'

sc, rvcnig ki)ttucu sic ulls (llrch attf dcttr 
-J 

hca:cr gc-

lallcrt. ll,rr lllltis. \!us zu clcur C'ltlrakicr <Lct l)(rsollulr

anllchdrct, arts dcll nttijrlichstcn Ursarhcn cl11-

springcu urttss. Wulldgr duldL'tl wir dlt trrtl itt ti' r'

pbysikalischcu Wcll: iu dcr trroraiiscllctt tttttss dlc:

sciucn otdctttlichcLl l,atlll bcllaltelr."(17)

Wir lasscrt das T"usalnlucll:

Dcr tlranulische Dichtct nrttss also itt dic Hatld-

luDg sclbsl ,Absishlcrr lcgctt und dicsc r\bsiclttcit

ruulcL cinc .tlauptabsicht briugctt' darltit dic 'l{alrd-

Iting ciu bcl'r'iccligcrrdcs l:rds ltrt. Also cin Mosaik

volr Steincn, dic zusanrnrcrr cin Ganzcs bildctr'

l-cssin.q u cilt clarin nicltt ntlr wio dcr l)ichtcr

cinc Rcihc von [..irsaclrr:tr ttnd Wirkttugen erlindctt

rruss. sottclc!:t.] wic cr claraul bcdachl scin nlLissc,

dic Kausalitiit zu wahrcrr, Mit dcr Motivicruni:

ucr' llalillLtttgcu I)iil)91 cllg zusanolsn djc dcr cltl'

zclnctt Szcttctt- lll dcur fraucrst)igl rnuss dlc

Er-sclte inLrng t:iucs Cilalilktsl's gelldug rnoLrvlcrL scill'

Dic .Erschcinr"utg d0s Cl)alaklclli o'luss sowol dulcir

cias Vorhergcnbctlcio als aur-''it durch die nachiolgell-

dcn lrreigtlissc bclegl s\':irl Aus dctlt sclbctt Ursachcl

soll rlcr Dicirter sich nicht so vielc I reihcitorr

lehutcr (s. 32, Strick). Glcichttlls ist tias (ic'

brruchcn von "theairalisshou Maschiucn'. wi{' drs

Ccspcnsl itl Vollajre "5clnirllinis", wcl]ll sic Iticht

gchdrig nlo:ivicrt sirtd. zu lcrwdrlcn Wie dit5

Cospcnst vctrvcttclct wcldcll soll, zc'gl itns l'cssltlg

bdi Shskcspcarcs "H!n)lci . utr das (icspettst 'cittc

rvjrklich hanrlclndc Pcrsor'1, an dctctl Schicksal wtr

,\rlcil tlshtrrcn: es crrYectrit Seltalt''lct abct uuch

!ii.lJii.t . ( iE)

lD Zusatnntcnhang nlit r'ler I ilg; nacir rlct

I:inhcit tlc'r Handltrng rlt'hl dii l'ru!c lrrt'ilr (icr I:irr-

lrrit von Z,;it und ()rt. irl titr rtril t,;rl irilitzosi:r

als arisiol.'ljsch u 1-ge\1.'ll .n |.elltc r,,;r Llc'r lrittll-lt
noqir 51r rvcii von urs c'tltlcrtll rtl scio glnublcn" (16)



(irttnclc nictrts als ili,"' \1clope" rlt',i \lallei sci:

und ich nreirre. diesci habr' ich crrvicset.

Nicht cbcndcrsc'1h,"' 5toll. sondern cbcrldissclbc

\/envicklung; uud z\ufiiisLurg llachcn. dass 1$ci ()dc'f

rnel)rcrc Stiickc fucr ebcndiesclben Sti.ickq zu hallcn

sind. .{lso, nicirt wcil Voltajrc mir dem Malfci

;ine Gcschichtr,. bchandclt hal. soncleru lvcil cr'

sie auf cbcr)dicsdlbc Art bchaldclt hal. ist

cr hic[ liir rvciler nichts. als fi.ir dcu Ucbolsctz..r'

und Nachahmcr dessclbcn zu crkliilcn. Mailci hlt

dic 'Mcropc' dcs Euripidcs nicht bloss wicdclhcr-

gcstcllt; cr hat cinc ciguc 'Iv1cropc' gcnucht: rlcnn

cf ging vitllig von dem Plan dcs Eur.ipidcs ab." 19)

Untcr den l'-ordcnurgcn, dic Afistotclcs llil cinc

llut eingcrichtete Fabel stellt. ist ciDe der wichtigstcll

die Vollst?indigkeir derselben. (10) Lcssing fi.ihrt im

.3-5. Stiick die Aristotelischgl ldcctr aus in cincr

Gegeniibcrsielluug dcr dramatischcu lurd dc|

Asopischen Fabel in dr:n Abhandlungct iibcr (ljc

Fabel. Er zcigt in dicslrl Bczichuu_q. rlass rii.

vcrschiedcncr Absichtcu dicsclbcl ha1. Dcr. l:abcl

dichcr will bclclrren, er will cinen noralischen Satz

zu cincnr lcsrcn lJegrill nrachcrr, glcichvicl, ob cs

durch cine vollstindigc Ilandlung gcschieht odcr-

nicht: er kann. sobald dicscs /-icl crreiclrt ist, unlcr-

rrlccnen.

"Das Dranra hiltgc_gcu Jnacht arrf ein,: cilzigc.

bcstinnltc. atts sciucr lrabcl llicsscrtdc l-ehre kcilcn

.-\nspnrch: cs gelrl cn1\\'eder aui (lir l-cid('nichall.

rvclch.. dr-r Vcrlaul unil di.' Ciliic l:.,, c r:indc rrrng"rr

scincf t"rtbcl Inztrlllch,rr ur{l /\' rrrLlcrilitllCir

\cInlb-trIld sirtrl. otlcl lrui (lrs \'!'rguu!('r], $!,lchcs

cinc rvlhrc ur.rtl lcbhrflc Schildcr:Lur-! !icr Sittcn ruld

( iral ktcrc gc\\'ih11. ulld ,,-irr bcfricrli,!:cndcs Endc.

rvclclrcs rvir bci dcr ntc'ralischcn Erzrihlrn-t nieirt

\:cmlisscrl. \'cil i]llc rrrrserc ,\u l nrclkslnr kcit ntrl

ti.'n all-scrncinlu Salz geiernkt rvirrl. vort rvclcitclrr

clcr cirzllnc Fall cin so cinlcuchtcrrdcs llcispicl

Sibt." ( | I ) Dicsc Gcdanken zur Bcnftqilurr!: .-in.'s

l-ustspie'Js. dic von S,-'i(cn l.cssil-ls lusgcsprocircl

rvurdel, licsscn sich glcich fiir clas 'l rapcrspicl

giiltig nrachcr). Dcnn clic Erwiihnuus dr.r Cliicks-

ycriindcrungclr lasscn uls scirlicssert, dars Lcssing

hci di!'scn Cjcdankcn auch cliu 'J-ragiitl ie jru Augc

gchabr hal.

Mil doI B!'slinlmung clcr. Vollstiindigkeil det

Ilaucllurrg hAngt cs zusamnrcu. dass r.lic 'I ragiitlic

r'int' bcslirnnrlc Ausdchrrrrng an sich hat. [-cssing

lilhr{. Arislo{clcs' A[sichl llihcr !l|"ls Und dculcl

zuglciclr an, wic sinnlos cin Behalt.cu ln cincr

liusserlichon liintcilu0g ist, (12 Aristotclcs uracht inr

7. Kapilcl dcu Umlang dcr I'rag0dic vorr dcr itncrcn

Iintwicklrrug dcr l-lrn<llung abhiingig. ".1)ic liabcln

(ler l)ran]cn. dic -qul aulgcbarrl silil. clr.irlcrr rvcclcL

von cincnr zul?illigcn i)unklc anfan-tcn rrr.rch an eincnr

bclicbigen Punkc aulhirrcn." (13;

Von diescin arisl ( 
'lclischL'n CrUtl(lsat/ arrs-r.lch-'ncl.

zeigt Lossing an dcnl St()11. rvclchcn ('orncjlle arr

crncm Jcinenl "Ror.lrrgLrnc bchanrlclt jtNIle. \\ic cirl

I)ichtc.r bkrsre Ijlklcrr zu cincr grrl.-n Tra..r,rdic zu



abgcscl osscncn. cine gcrviss{ (irdsse besitzcndc

Hand.lurg in vcrschiinter Rcdc. unter particnwciscr

g!-sondeflcr Verwandung der \/!'lschijuenngsarte[,

nicht in craihlender I'onn. sotldem durch anclerc

Pcrsorrcn - ein Darstel.lung. wclc-he durclr Erlci$ln,q

von Mitlcid utrd L-rtrcht (nicht durch Schrcckctt) dic

Entladrurg dieser ElTekte hcrbcifiihrt."(6)

Aristoteles bemcrkc, dass Errc.-qrutg vol1 Mittcid

nofwendi-q einc sioh vor lu$ercn Augcn. nichl ntrr

irr dcr Phantasic vollziclrr.'ndc tiblc Handlun,g

crlorderg rvcil wir Lingst vcrgangere ocler zukijn{tige

mriglicbc Uebcl gar Dicht odcr geringcr eurpfindcn.

Aristotsles vcrlangte also ftjr die Tragrjdie keiue

crziihleDde Fonn, sondem gegcnwartigc, vr)r uoscrcrl

Augcn aut dcr.BiJlne sich vollziehende dramatisch€

H andlurg.

I)urclr dco verderbten 'l'cxt, den Lcssiltg

vermutlich gelesen bat, legt l-essing viel Wert aul

dic letzlen Worte der aritotclischen Definition

und schrankle dcmnach dicselbc aLrl folgende

Erkliirung ein: "Dic Tragiidie isL cin Gcrlicht.

welchcs Mitlcid erregt. lhrem Geschlcchtc nach ist

sic die Nachahnrun,g einer Hanc.llung so, wic dic

Epopije Ltnd Komiidic; ilrrcr Gattung nach abcr

die Naclnhmung einer mitlciclwiirdi-ecn Halldlung.

ALrs di€xien bciden Be-eriiTen lassen sich vollkommen

lllic ihre Regen herleiten. und sogar ihre dramatische

Frrrnr ist darau< zu bestimmcn." (7)

lm Mittclpunkr (L'r I ragddie sreht uilso diesc

llandlun,e. diL' clurch dic nachahmencie Darstclltrn!:

vr,n Melschctr turd l,cbelr. (;ltrck und Ungtiic!' clgibl

I)ic crslc I-'ragc: Wit' ntrtss dic l-liuldlung gestalt!'l

scinl l-essin-r: bcrult sich im 38. Stiick dcr Drar[a-

tttrgic auf Rrisiotcles. Er schreibt: "Nichts enrplichlt

Aristotcics dcm lragischen Diohtcr sr'r sehr als dic

gulc Abfassurg (ler F'abel: und rrichts hat cr ihrn

(lurch mchrcfc un(l fcincri, Bcmcrkttngc-n 7n ell('ich-

lcrr'r gcsucht. als cben dicse."

Dcnn die Fabel ist eg dic den Dichtcr vonrehtrtliclr

zrun Dichtcr nucht : Sitten, Gcsitrnttng und Arts-

dluck wcrden in Szetren gcraten, gilgen cincll. dcr in

jencr ultadelluft rurd vortrelflich ist. Er crklzilt

abcr dic Fabcl durch die Nachahntrrng einer Hand-

Iung, und eine Handlung ist ihn cinc' Verkniipfung

von Begebenheiten. "Die Hiuldlung ist das Garzg

dic lJegcbenhciten siud die l'cilc dcs Ganzen, und

so, wie die Giite eines jeden Ganzen aul der Gtite

scincr einzcheu I eile und deren Vcrbindung bcrultt,

so ist auch die ragische Hantllung mehr ftlcr

wLrrliger vollkonmcn, nachdcur dio Gcgebcnbsitcn,

zusam:en mit dcn Absichten der l"ragcidie mcbr oder

wcniger cntsprechcn. (8) Die Hauptcigens:ha.ften dur

l ragod.ie sind dic durch djc Bcgcrbcnheitcu

entstaDdenen SilLrationen, dic Ve|wicklung und dic

Aulldsung, aus dcnen bcidcn l--urchr und Mitlcrd

cnstehen soll; dcnn nicht cbcr dcrselbc Stoff, sagl

Aristotcles, srlndern cbcn mebrclc Stiir;k fiir cbcu

dasselbe stiick zu halten sind.'' (9)

"Ucbcr dic 'Mcropc' indes mu:'\ ich frL'ilich cj,)-

mal rvegzukon:men suchen. - lcir wollte cigcnllich

nur errvciscJr. da.ss di.' 'Merop dcs \roltaire inr



lcricJ \!rllt l.LI.l sal!c iii!i llltl)(]l': .'.Iis.otcles Liriir!

ilrcrt. urrr.l cl iru, r,it g:iIir: uircr r.ilrss cl iricI cr'rls
f'-ltuuptcrr solil(. \()i(r,l ri Jui (iil 1liiehsicn 5r,iii
gc|aclc cius (irgcrrtcil bch.rtrpLet. rld\ i\illrn r\ri:1()lr.l!:\

tljeht. jjni.lli(h liuilct s,chs aLr(it. (-i)

Es kanrr hict' tii,,' lrla_gc itulllc\rordln \ !'rlll'n.
\\,of iir (licsL' _qiiindlichc Uutclsuchurrg vor't i\riit()tclcs
notwcrdig ist. DcI Grn[d rvcsiralb Lessir3

,,\rislotel!'s c[lolsclrtc. licil iicl tictcr. ils gc\1i]hnlicll

iLngcLonrntcit rvirtl.

Wie ist dic litcrarjschc uirtl poiitischc Sitrrltiorr

inr .lahre t76l ill ilculschl0n(l l

Dic Aulkkinrr! bcfa[tl siclr i]l ihlci liliilczcir.
l-cssirrg musstc lricht ii{.t[ .rcgct) (lic ltrlilnl()li.'it
polcmisicrcn, st>rrdcrn arrch Scgcll iitrr Auhiingcr.

dic (loltsohe(lilndr. Ilr llllls\lr) scinc Zcit.g,,'rross,..rr

auf dcu richtigcn Weg lLih|ci. dc|] Wcg dc| l rciheii.
dic Le-ssing dulch die Kunst orrcichcu \yoltc.

Dazu gchiirle aucir, dass cr sich gcgcn dic ialscltcn
lnlcrpretationcl'l Llcl gricohiscircrr Vor-biidcr vcr-
wahte. I)ahcl tilkllilt sich lrtlch dic gri.indlichc

UnlersuchLing clcr Poctik rlcs Ar.iil()lolcs.

lowielveit Lcsrilg scin Zicl in der Ilanrburgcr
Zoj{ crrcicht luto, $chrcibt Mchring: "Wclchc

schlccklislt,i liultirschlu-jg lirusslc da l-c:siir.ls
harrcn I Untl irr clcr 1at, dic "llamburgiscl:c
'l ircatcrcntrcpt'isc /aihltc ihr ljusoin nur lruclt

Nlonatcrr uutj (1.{i LLrrai .l-cbcrr rvlr nicils *cligcr
als aul .l{oscl -r.tcl.,c:(ci. liJin. Scirriit l.cssirrgr

sprttdelt dcrlrr ali!lr srr i.rtcl rorr 0i.,cnrlcrt 5uIlilr-
tucll wiJ dic "l).iarrrilr.,r;i; jl| ilirjl) Iciztc l)tiicl.cil
bci dcrerr Ersclr,:irruir .lii\ i iri:ilif Iiirr--sl utiigeilrrg",rr

\\'ar." (4)

l)ass Cer 
-fla,rrrr i-.r,-,r,,t.. !ilt \rtlot),rliltett.i jr)

Illrnbitrg zti !ri.ii),liD. :ieii rri!iri ic:r,,irkli"hr..
tibirfllscirlc iirt| ,riehl n) .Jirl

gehl aLts tielt girilrllltlljri 5ciruiitl i-r5!rnS\ liii\\.,
\\.tlll \\iI sc; Sciutllcrt xls (;tll/cs bctraciticli.

uIi\il)llcll \fiI. clasr ,;lirs I:itsichcii r.lcs \uiion.ri-
iir.'u{e[s irr sr-'irrr'rr .\rliirr!cn \\'lrr ur]tl ilt dict(.iil

l.Lrsilnlrrenhl{r-{: L-cssirrl: \\'ir'Lcrr ltls lnrclltLr-lt

hczciclrl.'1 rvcrdcn nltrss.

'I r()l/ sairrcr i Irrchacitturr-s \o[.{risr(rtclc\ Ccdat]l\(.rl

-ring er j,-'rkrulr rriclrl S() ui:it untl iolr:lc .,\[islotclcs

Dieht bllrrcl. [:r i]harnrillrc tli.. (icrlanli.l] rrncl alle

i\, 1(tsiiclr [,ci :cn in .icLl"'r il ichrrurS rirri'ch scinc ti-r.trr rcn

(iccl;tnkcl Lrud Ucbcrlrgrrn-r:cr. i)lts \r)fll!r.!chcn.lil
Zi1 1 ist \\,icl1tig. rrnt rlic vtrllstrindiltc GcdallkJilrcih(
dcs l)ichlrls z(r dcnroll-\1[icr!.n. l)cr' [)ichlcr ]c.qi

glt'ichzcitig scinc t\nsclirlnrng nril riar. inclcnr cr
(lc|] 

-{r'r)ssar'} l)crrkcl arrl rlicsc \\'cisc Urrtcrsrclltc.
lur .17. Sliick klitisiciic Lcssingl nrir allcr Schirte

Itacicr'. l-cssilg sqhrcit)t; "Dcr chllichc Ilacicr'

trlteltl rlcs iiJlcrs s(): Arjstotclcs hchiill bci ihnl
|uclrt. niclrt rvcii eI rr.crltl hat. w!il ct: ,\risiotclcs isr.

l-!5iilgr, l-ehrr rcrl dcr' I-ragiiltlic Lrrrd scirr Verhir.itlris

7 ,\risl(,lclcs i,,r.'rik licssc s'uh z,rru,rl|tr.,rsl;llcrr at,.
scincn IJricflcrr an NiLoiai uld Nlcn(lLlsi,, i,il. ,:.,
Abltuntllung ribar dio Iiabcl Lrnrl vor tllcnr lirs .lur

lliLurbLt lgiscbcr DriiLrratLLr._r:ic. Die gcirauu i)rl ir jr i.rrr
dcr i ragi;die bclundelr Lessilg in dcm 77. Sr ir-.i.

,Jcr l)larnarurgic. Lcssiug gchr hicr-bci aul dic bc-

kurnlc Stellc tlcr "Poutik", i(aj). 6. rurlreii. lrr
sleilt lcbt. dis bjshc|igc LlcbcrscctT{ rg dicscr StcliL'

dcs ,,\ris:olcl.'s sci lolscil, lvcnll ltutn slc '.rltjl
Sshrcclcn" rurtl nichl l)rit "l,rlrcl)l bcl \ci,i!.

.Us isl iutzlritcl;trrcn. tlass i,cssin-r.l cilcn vtfrlaftlci)
-l-cll vrrr :,icir gchabt lrat. i)ataus !r-!'ibt 5i.ir rli,j
I)olerrrik dcs iibrit.'u 77. Stilckcs d.rr l.) r'u nr a l u r'-r r:
l-i.;ring schrc:br: "..\ r;st (,tel,js sa-rr: l)iu I r.i^-.i iiri
ist dic Nacbahmun3 ,-iDt'r I iandltiD.::. - iliJ rii!:r j

\Jnnitl,rls rier I:vli;llun-g. sondern \cfit)i..i1,. (r-..

,\liilei(ls und rlcr i:ureirt.lic l{cinjgun,-: (ii!'sur Llr)il

dcrgJciehrrr I-ridclscirallcit hJwirki. - (5)

l-Jjul!. ilb!'rsri/{ rDlrr rlic Sicllc (les 6. j\arD;:jr.

dcr Por:ii r,'ril lirigenJ.:n Wortcn. "1)a\ 'l r.aLr:i.1.1-l

i. rli, I)rLr,r-.ll..n: ..in..f nlrrli: ..rr r:.r.1 : r ,r ,r

L:ssing

bcssci' als

lllCl',rull!i - I I il.-'

l.r'.1-'t rrr,.i.':,'

I :',,- .. ,. l..i aii.:llltiJ .,ri

L, - L.r. urr._ i)i(irier. i)j.s
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Dr. l:oiL 'tl IIal;irtt

l)cr folgcrt,ic VcrsLtch cillcs Vr':rgl;i'ltcs kaun

naliirlicl', tticrrrals vollsliintliS s.'itr. [)cirrl()(lr wird

,JlrauI Wcl gclc-!t. dass lrriiglichst itllc rvcs':ttllichctr

Elcrnclll. b.riick sicltl ig I rv,.'rdcrr. irs isi vc[stlchl

,rrrrricn. inr Ve tglcich dic Wci:cr.'llil ic['llrtt3 t'lt'

l rattctsiricls nrtch At'istotclcs tlLrrch I'cssitllts

'' I lant[rLr ririschc .l)rautll tt rgio" zLI zci-uctr trn(l (iar/ l1'

.t('llcn wic sic ltrltklisch alrlt!'wltndcl wrrcl) isl. Dlrbii

nachc( cs. sich crlo:de-rlich. lrict ttntl du lilrcitlc

rrrrtl (-olrrcill,: hcrunzuzi.'ltctr. unr iir rli.srlll |)nri.re!\'

vcr'.r:lciclr dic tJnlcrselticdc bcssci lrct lttsz tt a t b,.'iictt '

5o ktltntnctr rvit, ttacltlcrrt rlil trrts gri"ltttlliclr lnit

rlur .;\ltllasstLrrg [.,cssitrils vott i]tl ljahcl rtrltlLLtt

gcnrrchl habcrt. zrr tlcn Chnraklercr, clcrt Llinhcilcn

von Zcil. Ort und Ifanrllurrg. zu scittet ,\ttllussung

von rlcr l(aiharsis.

Wir srhcir. rvclchc cict l:itth"jt;n Lts\irll lilr .iir
lvichtigsle hrilt unrl wic cr il sciitcl lidi.rri.rn(lurii

rJcn .. ic_ecnlrrilcn irr i)cLrircirlal]rl ll.ccl]IlL|l)! lflij]1.

l)!'s w!ilcrcrr rvi[tl ilcu:liuh. wic cI tlic Alrlla.sull'
t!ls Arislrriclcs rrrr rlcr liirlhals:' rr,cilcterr:rii;i,rlt.

I)ic 1.,'/ur Lt,.tsitt :: rrtt rltt I rogilir ittt l/<r':!ti,t,

ttti: rlt:r uri,;totcli.* ltt'rt I'o,:Lil;

I-rssin-: b;zeichnci sfinc Sliliul,r ./rL .\ri.t(.1!'lcr'
I)oJtik n)il lirlgerrricn \Vort.::r: .'lr\ i:rb.. r.'.r ..lc r

I-.nrit'rren. !oD dL'r (irtrn:iln-!:c d,.'r D.uir;Ltrnr rii,.,_.
l'itilrrrL,l!;rr rrtine cirr-'lt.';r (i.'rilrrrlt'1. tli.' i,-ii l;i.,r.

rthnt' \\/,i'Lirr1i.:klii:| |i.;h: iirlr:!in kilflr)l.t ltIl! .

sir-.hc iclt rricht. ;'tt biLotttrtt'"'l ultrl :'()lllj ich irr tlicsctt

rrlgucht!' cll /ril.:tt aLt' h ': lliiL;''l 'rtt':gcLtcll1 i\cfrlorl l'

dass ich sic fi.ir citt cbctt-'rr ttttleitlbitrcs Wcrl' hllt':'

als clic [ilcrrrt'ntc t]cs t'-ttk!itlts rltt! i!:lrncr sirld"-(l]

Darltrs .:tli.'nnctt \\'ir. *ic tftrss l-cssin3s Icilnalt'

mc tul(l llllcft'ssc ill! (l!'rll G!'dr11k!''r dcr l)oclik

d!'s Arislotclts r|ai. lls 'ucltl 
(lxrlltls lllrvor' tlass

ct sogar eillcn l\(rllrlll!'ntill /ll1 "l)i'hikltllsl" /tl

schreibctr hcabsic|tiir!' (2)

Mil nclchcr- Cir Llrrtl!iclll'":it [-cssiirg bci tlct'

l-rlliiri (lcr Arislolciiscllcrl PoctiL vttflltrcn ist'

gcltl ittts ciltcr Acttsserrrllg iibcr t'li': ;\rt' wic cr lt)

drrs Vcrsliirldrlis sohrviuligcl Slcllctr cinzttdringcrr

vDrslichlc. hcnor. ". I:'incs ollcublrcn WiclL-'t'

spnrolts nlaclll sicll citl n rislt)ltles nicht lcicht

schuklii;. Wo ich dcrglciclri:rr b;i so citlcm Mann

zu lirttlcn glaubc. sL:t/d ich tlits L.trirsserc Misslrattcit

licbr-'r in mcincn ltlr ilr scinctl \rcrsland' Ich vcr'

drrppclc ntcinc Aulmcrkslttrli':il' iihc cse die Stcllc

zchttnrat. ttrrd .slaubc nicht chcl. dass cl sich wi(lcr-

sfr':chc. ills bis ich atrs (lcln fanzcn Ztlsamnrcnhltnl:e:

seirrc St'trlrtrts crschc. rvic Lrtrt! lvtldtttch cr /tl dicscnl

\Yiclcr'Irrrcltc vL'rlclici \!t'!(len l:inde ich nich{s'

rva. ihtr lta: (lr/t{ Y"rlcilclr liiillllcn' rYas ihrl dics.;r

\\'itlef\l)rllch'":''- i:r':tt:li!ssctt rtnrlltltcirlliclr trrltelt'n

rrriirsc. rtr hin icil iihrflrltil. cllt;' et nLtr ulrcltt'itrctiti

i\i. l)jlttt \()tt\t wiir(lc.r (l']ll) \/!'11li\\lir' LIcs'cirt" l'1lr'

l! fii s(r r)ll lrnl iih.-ril.'qk.'11 :llii''! l. rl'\"1(\ itlll cr\l' ll

,'ri,lciiir..,' .:ir:- u't,.l n ';1 1 l:lit' il'l:cill)lcIJin [-asJl'

,l.r i-it i!:.r 1:Li rl'i-ii)-':lt tirIr-"ri-I';-' ;'r rir' lllrl

lt:lll.' lri,i.l:ibc l,!',r .,'h-'tl. r "r"l :.'tl.'tl I:lt l t

r.:irr,:r (i.,ll':l . ' r,r'ilil: t)!'li- ', ,i- /\"rr:i":) t'irr
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1'HREE UNITIES

See Unity of Time; Unity of place; Uniry
oI ActioD.

1'H YMELE

Alter of D.ionysus iu orchestra of classical
Greek theatcr.

.T RAGOEDI A

"Goat-song" or clithyraurb in honor ol
l)ionysus which cvolvcd info tragedy.

1t?ILOGy

Group of three tragedies, ori-cinally on uniticd
fheme. later on scparate subjecls.

RI'T AGON IST'

Aclor in Greek drama lviro pcrlormccl thc
mrnor roles.

1'Y N AREUS

Of Sparta; father of Clltcnlnesrra; cbaractcr
in Euripides' Orcstes.

UNT|Y OF ACTION

Concentration on one single aclion in a

play. with no irrelevaurcies rrr subplots.

UNIT'Y OT PLACE

Olre unchanged scrne throug]totlt lltc pla),.

IJNIl''' OI: TIME

Limilalion of the acrion of a pla1.to a timc
pcriod nol ercccdin-!: onc rc\olution (rl' thc sun.

XERXI'S

Kin_e ol Pcnia: cha*tcter irr ,A,cschvlus'

Persians.

XUTHUS

King of Athcns: husband of Creusa: char-
acter in Euripides' Ion.

i4liUS (.Tnpiter)

King ol Olynrpian gods: god of sky. hcuvcniy

l)h!nol]'rcna. Ilospilali{}: lrrrsbancl of Ilcr;r: li_r:urcs

importantly in Acschylus, prontcthctrs Bouncl:
character in Plautus' Ampl.ritryou.

(Sce Reinhokl, pp. 319-332

for tlre entirc Appcnclix C)

_71 *



JKaIi/:

Building of Grcck thcatcr colltainirls dlcs

sitlg r(rolus [o]' lctors lloman cqttrvlletlt -
tcacrr4.

.tPt1IN-X

Myth:cal

b-\, ()cdipus:

Ocdipus Rcx.

;.. t .tslMON

luolts(cr \\'ltL)sc riddlc was solvcd

ligulcs im1:ot l antll in Sophoclcs'

A choral ode sung and drnccd altcr the

chonrs has crtcl.cd thc orchestrl

S I'I('HOM Y'I'H I A

Rapicl collvcrsatitttr in rvhich chlraoters

spcak altcrnate lifl.cs.

s t'Rot'll Ii

A division of a choral ode' a "rnovement"'

T A L HY I}IUS

Hcrald of thc Grccks at Troy; charercter rn

Hr.rlipides' Flecuba. Trojan Wonicn, Scncca's Ttojan

Women.

,I'I;T 
RESI AS

Blind prophct of l-h''bcs; charactcr llr

Sophoclcs' Antigonc

'l t-1<l'SlCHOllE

Muse oj clancing; nothcr o[ King l{hesus

ot 'Ihracs; character in tragcdy l{hottsus

7' I'7'R A LOG Y

Croup of Iour pla1s, consisting of trjloey

(threc tragedies) and a satyr Play'

7't-:ucul

Greek hero; brothcr of Ajax: characlcr lIl

Sophoclcs' Ajar. ELrripicles' Hclen

, ;f.! \'4 t OS (Dcath) Charactcr in Er'rripidcs' i\lc"stis

THl.AT t. R Ot" Dlo^tysus

At foot of Acropolis in Athens; s:a:in5

clpacity ca. 17,000

i Ill:.A I ROltl

The Placc rvhcte tlrc

lheal.er.

'l'UI:ODEC'I l:S

Lcading Grdck writcr

ol lr'agedy: rot.tc oi his Plal-s

'l.Hl.OKLYMltl\" US

audic-nce sat i:r Greck

Kirg of L,gYPt:

1'H IiOLOGEION

ctlaractct in ELrripides' Hc'lerr'

A plattom

alld hcrocs sPoke

ou t,bc skenc lrom which gods

from on hig[ il classical Greek

tircaie[,

.1'H I'ONOE
Prophetess sistcr ol Theoklymenus; character

in Euripides' Hclcn.

't u t;o l<l( l uN D

'lheatcr fund lrorn which adrnission tbes 10

thuatte in Athens were paid lbr needy citizens'

,I'H ESEUS

King of A:hens; son of Aegeus; fatfier of

Hippolytusl chatacter in Sopbocles' Oedipus 8t

Colonus, Euripides' Mad Heracles' Supp[ants'

S,iucca's Mad Hercules. Phaedra'

'].HESPIS

"Father of the Drama" (ca' 55{F-500 ll C );

oreatcd lirsl actor.

1'HETIS

Sca'goddessi wi{e ol Peleus' molhcl {)l

Achillcs; character in Euripides' Andromacbe'

,I'H 
IN KLIIY

r.*amc of Socrates'school in Arisaophales-

CloLtds.

'I HOA.S

I(ing of thc 'fattrilns; chtraclcr in Euripide:-

Iphigsnia in Tauris

([iounh Century l].C ]

is cxtanl

7A



gralldlathcr ol Ncoplolcntttr': dhataeler ill Htrripidcs

,\Ddron1achc-

I'LiLOI'QNN ISI A N W AII
Dislsirous was between rival itupcrialistns trl

Athe ns and Sparta (,131 - 404 B,C.). Most of

extart Greek tragcdics atld comedies wcre writtclt

during this period.

PENTTlEUS

King ot 'lbcbcs; char:rclcr in Euripidcs'

Bacchae.

I'ERICLES

Hcad of Atironian govctnructlt during (ioldcrl

Age oI Athels (461 - 429 B.C.). Thg tbealrc

llourished duriug bis r,cgiure.

PEIltt' liI I A (PerjPery)

Grssk wold tor "lcversal" - ths suddcrl

change in tho fortuncs oI the hero oli a play.

I'HAEDIIA
Wife oI Theseus; stepmother ol HiPpolytus:

aharacter in Euripides' HippolyLus, Setreca's

Phaedra.

PHEI{ES

Father of Admetus; characler ir Ettripiclcs

Alcestis.

PHIIYN ICHUS

I. Greok writcr (Gilth Century B.C.) ()l

tragedy; none of h.is plays survives.

2. Leading wriler (Irllth Crnttlry B.C ]

oI Old Comedy; none oI his plays surviv,rs.

POI:f ICS

Aristotlc's ia.lned wotk olr literary criiicisDl,

dcaling with poctry jn general and tragic dtanta

in particular.

t'oLY DORUS

Son of Hecuba aucl l'riam; his rehost a1:pears

in Euripi.des' Hecuba.

I,oI.Y l DUS

Leading Greck writcr (l'ourth Centur.v I!.(-.)

of tragedy; nonc eI his Plays surrrves.

PO I,YMES'TO R

King of 'l hracc: charactcl ir lirrrip;dcs'

Hccuba.

I'()I,YNICES

Son ot 0etiipLts; slor and rvar slain bi bis

hrotltct Etcoclcs: buricLl b1 hls s15t!-r' :\lltrgoi]c

charalt!-r ir Acsc)rylus' S.'\'cn Agailll [hcbc:'

50plloclcs Ocdiptls lli Coiorlus' huilpidcs Pltocniciatl

',,. ircn. Scrlcca's l'hocni;ian \Youtcn.

l'( ) L)'t'lll:MUS
A Cyclops: cirltaetcr in Etrrip,tics Cyclops

l'()Ll'XltN A

Dattghter oI Plia;tl alld I-Lccnba; sacriliccd

irr ,,\chilles' spiril 3l lro)'; shalleteI in Euripidcs'

l l!'cuba, Setlcca s lrojan Woorclt.

I'()PPAEA
Secolld lviic o[ Nc!o; tigurcs itl tblr tragedy

Octavia.

I \ ) S l": I D O N (Nepturc.l

God ol th,J seil; charac['r in Eulipidcs'

l ro.jaur Womcn.

PtrA'uNu5
Leacliug Grccl' writcr (l"il'th Ccntury I] C')

ol tlagcdy; nons oli l s i]lays survlYcs.

I'tt0l,ocull
Aotion bcLorc cnlrancc o[ chorus itr classtcal

(rrcck tragcdy and Old Comedy: later conventiorralF

zcd introduot.ion to a PiaY.

l'll0SClrNlUM
-fhc lacade ol

and l{oman lhcalers

thc play.

t'Ro'L AU()N IS I
Actor in Glcck

rolo, tlle "slaf' of (irc

ths skon€ building in Crcek

wbich dcpicted thc sccrlu oI

dranra who took thc lcadittg

Piry.

of Orcstes; charadtcr

Sophocles' F,lcctra-

I Y I,A DI'S
Cousin ard bcst liiend

in Acschylus' Chocphoroc.

lphigcnia in 'l auris. Orc'tes.

1<tIt.sus
King oi 'fhracr;; ally ol

rer in the traSed) Rhcsus.

II,UIIAL DIONYSI.4

Arnual dramatic jcsti!al h{)lloring DionlsLts

il Atlica, Decembel iJa:r'.rar) .

SI I.IiN U.\

lVoodland dirjnili': foilo\tcr of I)ioslsr.t5:

;halacter in Sopho:lcs' Ir':t;kcrs. Luripicic:' Ci;).'p.

-6t--
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Sophoclcs' Octtipr'rs the King' Euripidcs' Plrocnrclarl

Wotrren, Sencca's Oectipus Pboirlrician Worncn'

J LlNO

Scr Hera.

JLtt'll laR

Ser,7-t'us.

KOMMQS
Resporuive lyric cxchatrgc bebvcctr chtlttts

:rnd aclors in Grcck tragcd)'; usually a lcrncnl'

K( )MlJ5
RevclrY irl honor ol DionYsrs

I.I.,N AEA

Arrnual lestival oI DiouYsus

.l anuary/ February; ouly comcdies

t.\'('us

in Athctts dttting

pcrformcd.

Tynnt oI'l'hebes; slairr by [ierlrclesl char'

actcr in Euripides' Mad Heraclcs' Scueca's Mad

Hcrcules.

MACARIA
Daughtcr of Hcraclosi cltarac(ct in Etrripidcs'

Cfrildren of Heracles'
,.MACHINE"

Mecbanical device in classicai Greek thcatrc

uscd to raiso and lower llying ligttres' ano ttr

i[troduce ard removo gods'

ML'6AIIA
WiIe ot lleracles; character iu Euripidos'

Mad Heracles, Sencca's Mad Hercules'

II,I I;N ELAUS
King o! Sparta; husb:urd ol Hclen' fathcr

oI Hemrione; brother oI Agamennon; charactcr

in Sophocles' Ajax, Euripides' AndromaQhc' HclcD'

Iphigenia in Aulis, Orestes, 'frolatt Wornelt'

M I::N oECU S

Son o[ Crcon' Ki:rg ol l-hebes: clraraclcr

in Euripiclcs' Phocnician Women'

I\'I I.,RCU RY
See Hermcs,

'ItMESIS
Crcek worC lor creativr: artistic Proccss ot'

''inrjtation". ()r " rL'prjst'nlali(\r "

M/ )l.ossus
Son o1 .,\r:drr.r0rachc ilnd Ne()pl!)lcolus: char-

rctcr in EtlriPidcs- And rolnache

,\1( ).\( Ill( )\
l-cacling Cilcck *'ritc't-

oi' lragcd): n(nlc (ll his Plills

N11M1t5/J

Godd.ss lhou-!:hl rt.\ (irueks

jods to punish ll'osc guill).oI hfbris

art ogancc)'

N I;OI'I I RON

I*adir:g $ r'itcr (l j lh cctlttlt')

tragedy; none ot his plal's survtrcs'

Nl oP1()Ll.MU5
Son oi Aclrillcs: cltilrJc{cr irr

Philoctetes, Euripidcs' Andronache'

(lrouflh CcDtnry I|'( r

sutr ilgs.

ro bc sctrt b1

(L')iccss. Pridc'

13.C.1 ot

Soplx)clts

OCEANIDS
Daughiers of Oceanus; chonts il 'Acschvltrs-

Proruetheus Bou[d.

OCT'AVIA
First witc of Nero; character in tragcdy

Octavia'
()I)YSSEUS

King o{ Jthaca; Greck hctcr larncd lor Llrr'

cuuning; charac[er in Sophocles' Aiax' Philoctetcs'

Euripirtes' Cyclops, Hecuba' thc anonymous tragcdy

Rhcsus, Seneca's 'lrojan Women'

( ) t<( ttl:SI t<.4

Originally cilcLrlar "danciug place" oli Ctccl'

thcatrc whcrc chorus and actols PcrlQrnrcd: lll

l-lcllcnistic and Roman timcs il was scnticitcular

ild l'tot used.

I',4RAI]ASIS
"Comiug lorward" ol lhc chorus which

addrcsses the audiencc giving thc author's views

on various toPics.

t"4R,15CltNlA
"Wings ol' Cireek aitl liontan stagr: litrllcture'

I'ARIS
l'rincc ol 'I'roy; sol of Priam zurd HecLtba;

hLrsband o[ l-lglerrl character in thc tragcdy llhcstLs

PI':T,ASGUS

King Ol -Argos: chlractcl in A!'schllus

Suppliant Women

P I:,I"EU 5.. .

King oi Phthia in 'fhessall: irtber ol Achilies;
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I:U RYST H I: US

Kiu-e o[ Arg(]s; characlcr in LLri ipiLlcs'

Childrcl of Helaclcs.

I.:I/ ADN E

Wife of Capaneus. .Argivc cbicttain: chrlacrcr

in Euripides' Suppliants.

I..XODOS

Thc action of a Greck play altcr thc iasl

choral ode.

I Rr-.A1' (CffY) DIONYSTA

Annual dramatic festival honorins Dion):,us

i'r Athe ns during March/April.
IIAEMON

Son of C|co[: bctrothcd of Antigonc;

ciraracter in Sophocles' Antigonc.

II.,lMARTIA
"Tragic flarv", thc wcakncss in a characlcr's

personality thai atfects his IortIncs.

IIECTOR

Famcd Trojan hcro: son ol Pri:uu and

Flecuba; husbaud rrl Androuraohe; [athcr o[

Astyanax; charactcr in thc tragcdy Rhesus.

H ELEN
Daughter of Zens arld l-cda; wife of

Menelaus, Paris; nrothcr of Flcrnriotre; character

in Euripidcs' Hclcn, Orestcs, Trojan Womett,

Scncca's Trojal Women.

ll !:.PLI AESTUS (Vrlcan)

Smith ol lhe gods; charactcr in AeschylLrs'

Prometheus Bor,rnd,

HEIIA (Iwo)

Queen of thc gods. wile of Zeus: patroD

goddess of marricd womcn: characlcr in Scneca-s

Mad Hcrcules.

l.l ll l? A C' I-Li (ljercuLcs)

Son of Zcus and Alcmene, national ftero

and bencfactor oI (irccks; lzLmcd lor his Twclvc

Labors; charactsr in Sophocles' Maiciens ol Trachis.

Philoctetes, Euripides' Alccslis, Aristophancs'

Frogs, Birds. Scncca s llercules o|l Oeta. MaJ

Hcrcules.

ll'.RMl..t {Mcrcur} )

Mess"'nger ol thc god': -!od t,l spcecl. collt-

merc--; charactcr il) :\cschyltl j i)rrrlllclhau\ Boun(1.

Sopltrrclcs'frack.:rs. Duripidcs' l()n. Aiisl(iphailci

i)cacc. l'lulus, Plautus .\urPLritrl r,rt

II/,RMIOi\II:
Daughtcr trl Mclclaus a.nd llclcn; chalactcr'

io L.nripidcs' .\ndrourachc. Ort'stcs.

II\ B IlIS
'lhc sin oI crccss in Crc!'k (hou!.ht \\hieh

was bcli,rvcd to causc pr'dg and irt're-lrilDcc and l{)

[.c punishcd b] Nclrcsis scnt b) lirc gods.

H I l.l.us
Son ol l-Icracles and Dcianirr; chalactcl irr

Soplroclcs' Maidcns ol 'I rachis. l:uripiclcs' ('hilcllcn

of l{cruclcs, Scncca's llcrcul:s on Oe't:1.

t t,()KI<|I'S
Crcck lvotd lil[ "actor".

to
llcloved of Zcrrs: suficrcd bccausc ol Hcla's

jcalousy; charactcr in Aesohylus' Prorncthcus

Bound.

toLAus
I:ricrrrd and war'.courlaclc ol Heraclcs; cirrr-

actcl irr Euripidcs' Childrcn of Heraclcs.

tot,I:.
Concnbine of Heraclcs; character jn

Sopltocles' Maidcns ol Trachis, Scneca's Hcrculcs

olr Octa.

ION

l. Creck author (Iii{th C-cntury I}.C.) of
tfagody: none ol |is plays is extant.

2. So:r oI Apollo and (]rcusa: chalactcr'

il Euripidcs' lon.

II'U$
Ijir.thcr of L.vadlre and Etcoclus; characlcr

in Euripides' Suppliants.

t5'M LN tt
Daughtcr of Ocdipus; charact,-l in .{cschylLr"'

Srvcn Against Thcbcs. liophoclcs' Anri-lone. Ocdipus

al Colonus.
L1t()N

ljarned Grcck hcro who obtairlcd lhs C.)ldcrr

Flcecc: lovcd b1 Mcdeu: charactcr in t--uiipiLl.'s'

\'iedea. Sencca's Mcdca.

toc'.4 st'I' A

Wilc and nrorhcr rrl' Occlipus; charactcr in
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1. Wil.' o[ Xuthus mothcr of lotr: chat-

,rtcr irr l:ul ipidcs lon.

1. Daughtcr ol Clq)11. lllarricd 1tr .lrson.

luin bl Mcdca: char'!rctcr irt Scncctis N'lcclca.

-\'I.I.r:Nl)

N] nlph. los{cr-nothcr ol l{ct'lDcs: characl.t

n Sophoclcs l t:rckcrs.

).4 N,4lDS
l"iftv dauglrtcrs of Danarts: leadirrg characlcrs

urr! chonts in Acschylus' Sttppliant Wtrntcn.

').1RtUS

l(ing of Pcrsia: fathcr of Xcues: his gbosl

r 1'rpcats irr Acsch,vlns' Pcrsians..

)l'l AN I RA

Wifc of }{eraclcs; unwittingly cattscs his

icath; character in Sophocles' Maidcns of Trachis,

.cneca's Rcrcnlcs on Octa.

)I' I.PH IC OIIACLT'
Shrine at city ol Delphi. sacrcd 1C) Apollo:

:onsrlted by Greeks and Romans to sectlrc pro-

rhccies oll the future.

)EMOPHON

King of Athens; son ol' Thesous: charactcr

n Euripidc.s' Childrcn of lferacles.

)EUS I:lX MACTIINA
"God from thc machinc"; a dumny sus-

rcndecl lrorn thc top of skene iit Greek thcatrc

cprescnting a god who unlavclcd all thr: unsolved

rnrblcms o[ lhc play.

)EU'T L:]?AGON IST

Actor who had supporting rolcs in Greek

t)tlAtv A r l(; l.oLI
A characicr uscd lts shatp conlrast wllh

iurothcI charactcr to highlight pcrsQnalilt; lavorltc

doicc of SoPhoclcs.

I) R AMAI'IC II?ONI'

A devicc iuvoiving doutrlc nleanings iLl what

is said rrr donc in a dranra: lhc au(liL-[cc' havin-g

[orckntlrvlctlgc of IItc situation. tlndcrstan(ls what

is saicl or donc in a diffcrcrl w!ll' lrom thc charactcr'

II:CCY I,EMA
Movablc pla{lorn rollcd oul fnrnr skcne

builcliug into 0rchcstm to rlcpicl cvcnts which takc

placc insidc thc building in I'ront of which thc

action occtlrs

DCONOLIY OF ROLES

Linritatirrn of uumbcr of actors in a Greek

play; ttom Sophoclcs' time a maximurn of thrcc

was used, each of whont might take sevcral roles'

III.EC'TR A

Daughter of Agamcmnon and Clytemncstra:

sister of Orcstes; character in Aeschylus'

Chcrphoroe, Sophoclcs' Elcctra. Etrripides' Electra,

Seneca's Agamemnon.

I:PISODE

A sort of ac! - action in a classical drama

between choral odes.

EPODN

A division of a choral ode, an "afterPiecc"'

/..' RI NYE,'
See Fttries.

l;l llOCLLS
Son of Ocdipus and Jo,casta; slew and was

slain by his brother Ptrlyriccs; character in

..\cv:h1lus' Scvetr Against Thcbcs, Iiuripides'

I)hoenisian Wonrctr. Scncca's Phocnician Wonrc'n

t;u llY RAl l-:s

l-Icrald ot Agarnemnon: charactsr itr Setrcca's

.\gamcuulorl.

l.u RYl)lc l"

Wilc ol Crcoll: nlothsr (ll l'lacolon: charactcr

irt : r.rphoclcs' .{nligotrc.

/. L,t R Y.t,4C l:S

Son ol .{jar br Tcctrrcs:-a: character in

Sophoclcs'Aiax.
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lrama.

) toMt.;DL.s

thc lragcdy Rhcsus.

)t()NYSIA
Scc Cr.'at l)ionysia: Rtrral Dionysia.

)l().\( U11l l('tsor and Pollux)

Minor divinitics: brothcrs of H.'lcn and
'!)tennL'slra: characlers in Euripides' El!-ctrJ.

l Clen.

)ol.()i
..\ Troian: chalactcr in thc tra-qc(1)' RhcsLls.

Crcck hero: charactL'r in



n01le of .his plals has survived.

i RI5 O7'LE

Fiuuous Grcek philosopht'r (i84---ill Il.('.):
author crl Durnclous wo $: wr(rte poctics.

,1R 1 F:MIS (Din\t\\

Goddr--ss oll hunting, nrool, luitidclls: sisLcl

of .Apollo; chilraclcr iu l]r,rripidcs' HippolltLrs.

Iphigerria in .{rrlis.

:t5 t )'ANA.\'

Son of Hcctor aud Andrornachc; slain by

Grecks aftcr fall of Troy; characfcr irr Etrripid.'s'

.l'rojan Women. Sencca's 1'rojtur Wouicn.

,.1.' TYDAMAS

Grcek author (Folrrth Century ll.C.) of
tragcdl4 nollc ol' his plays is extant,

ATE

Goddess of infatuation; supposed trr assail

those -quilty of sin of hybris (cxcess. pride, arro
ganoe).

ATHt::N,4. (Minerva)

Patror divinitt of Atbens; goddess of wis-

dom, det'ensive war: household afls; char.actor in
Aeschylus, Eumcnides, Sophocles' Ajax. Euripiclcs'
lon, Iphigenia in 'fauris, Suppliants, Trojan Wo-
mcn; also appcars in thc tragedy Rhesr.rs.

A O,'SA

Quccn rtl l)c6ia; nrothct ol Xclxu.: chalac-

lcl in Acsch),lus' Itcrsians.

,1 l RtrUS

(- .1D trl lJ S

King of 1'hebesl tather ol P!'[thcLLs: ciraractcr

in Luripidcs' Bacchac'.

(.l RCINUS

Grcck author (Fourlh Ccutur\ I].C.) trl

lrag!'d)'.': nonc o[ ltis plays snrvivc.

(",.1S.t.,lN.I)R.,{

Prophctl,iss daughtel' tri King l'riiurr ol l r'o1:

concrrbinc of Agamcrmnrrn: slain by Clytctrulcstr:l:

chalactcr in Acschylus' Aglurcnrnon. Euripidc's'

Trojatr Womcn. S.:ncca's A,silmcmnon.
(,41'H A RSIS

"Purging"- according lo Ariskrtle, the pur.
pose of tragedy is to arouse pity and fear in such

a wa_v as to effect a pleasureable cltharsis of thesc

corotions.

( n,lt;REMoN

Greek author (!-ourth Crcntury B.C.) of
tritlcdJ/: rronc of his plays survivc.

(.,HOL:]IILUS

Crcek author (.523*468 B.C.) of tragcdy:

ruonc of his plays survive.

( fl t?ysQ t HEMts

Sister of Electra and Orcstcs; sharacter in

Sopbocles' Elcctra.

('LO U DC UCKOO I,A N I)
Namc of fantastic utopia in A.istophanss'

lJirds.

( ( )P ltl:: US

Herald

in Etrripidcs'

( 0I II URNUS

Buskin.

aCIorS t(r givg

C TTEO\

of Eurystheus ol Argor: character

Children of I{eraclcs.

tltc hjph-sulc.l boor w(,rn b1 trrgri
thcnr added dignit)'.

litr-q <l1 Corinth; slairr b1.' Medca:

in Euripldcs' Mcdca. Scueca s \{cdea.

King ol lvl)ccnac:

Mcnclaus; charactcr in

tJ,t('( U ANTE.\

Femalc rvor-shippir.

L,uripides' Bacchac

RACCHUS

Se.'Dionrstts.

luthcr (t .{gaDrcn]lton

Seneca's t hVcstcs.

,'l l)tr,r,r.:rr.. .- hr,rLrs

and
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APPENDIX C

E:(P!..I^1 .4 l'IoN Ol'

i\'.1 UfS 'lNI)

E X l' R ti l .\- / O i'\, S ,1? l,'/, '4 T E t)

't Q 'l'ltI'' i? l':5l; ,1 llcIt

t(itAr:tis

Gt:ck l,rt'h,'i (:'it.ih feilltlry tlC) ol tra-uc''l'r '

:r{rr!: ol '.\'hicll is cxtan{.

,lCTIILI,ITS

Fattrc,l Gr',:ck h:ro, sou ol l)clcus and Thctisl

!:hru:Icrcr- in liulipidc:,' lphigcnia in Anlis'

. I I .) l\t l':7'u s
Kirtg oli lthc'tat:; lusbarrd of Alccslis: chatactcr

in ELtripir!cs' Alc.:stis

.4D]INSTUS

Klng of Argos; father-inlaw of Polynices,

rvhom hc aick:Ll itr "S":veu Agairlst Thebes"l charac'

lcr in Enripides' SuPPlianls.

.IECEAS

King of Atlretrs: falller of Thescns: charactct'

!n Eripklcs' Mcdca.

4t.GISTHUS

Srln 0f 'l'h1'cs1es: lovcr atrcl sccoud

ol Clyienlncslld; cbarilotgr in Aeschyltts'

Sophoclcs' lllccl ra, Eoripidcs' Elcctra'

Agamemnon.

.lEl\ll'.t|.\

Tlojan prlrtce. secotl.l in comnland

;rt Tro\': chiiraclir in lra:lcc!)" Rhestls

.1l.1 HIl 4

husband

Orcslci!1,

Scncca's

to Hecl(li

N'loih( ol T hc.;us. Kil! c'f "\lhcns: 
chara'ler

ELrripir.!es' SLtirplia:ris

A(J A'I'ITON

Grcck aurhor (fifth Ccntury B C ) of tragcdl :

nonc of his pla;--s has survived: character ttr

.\ristophancs' Thesntophoriazusae'

.tGAl/E

Molhcr r:f Peutheus' hing of Thcbes: chitlaclcr

in Euripicles'Bacchae

AI-('MIiNE

Beloved of us: molher of Heracles' wifc

of Anlphitryon; character in Euripidcs' Children of

Hcraclcs, Plautus' Amphitryon, Seneca's Hercules

otr Oeta.

AMPHTTRYON
I(ing of Thebes; hrtsband of Alcmene: charac'

tcr in IiuripiCcs' Mad Heracles, Plautus' Amphitryon'

Scncca's Mad Hercules.

ANAGNORISIS
The "discovery" or "recognition"; a freqrtent

elemcnt in lhc plot of classical drama involving

rccognition by long-parted persons.

/,INDROMACHD

Wife of Heclor; mother of Astyauax; character

i-rr Euripides' Andromachc, Trojart Women' Seneca's

'frnjan Women.

,1N1'ls',llloPH tl
Division of a choral

nrent."

I I'l'l ll()DI l lI lVctr..rs)

Goddess of lol'c alld

tiuripidcs' HiPPolYttrs.

,1111'OPAGUS

chtmctcr in

Council trf aristocrals jn Athcns; tricd mur-

,lcr cases in Fifth Ccntrtrl BC'; form juq in

\eschllns' Eunenidcs rvhich tried Orestcs

I lll.t l'.4R('H U.S

Creek atltiror {Fitth Cdnlur.\ BCi of
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dates its origin to the l9th c€ntury revolt agairsi
Realism and Naturalism. France rvas the leacler

in this moverneot which spread to such doclrine's as

Expressiolism, Imagisnl, etc., Matcrlinck. Dunsany.
Eugene O'Neill made cxtensivr,- usc of S\ nlbolistlr
in Yarious plays.

(Sobel, p. 747)

I AURINI (Tauriniarrs)

An ancient Liguriln pcoplc. alllrough 1hc narrrc
maybc of Celtic origin, l,lrtr occupiccl thc uppcr
vallcl of tfic Padus (po.). In 2tg Ll.C. rhej. wcr.c
attacked bv flannibals. v.ith rvhosc ft.i!.nds tlt!,
Insurbres thcy ,had I lon-!:-stir|d jng lcud. 'lhc1

later becamc subjcct to the Romln, aocl thc colony
of AugrNfa Taurinorurn (Torino, TuriI), was founded
in their tcrritory (:robably b1. AugLrstus afrcr tlto
battle of Actiurn). Borh Livy (v.34) ond Strabo
(iv. p. 209) speak of the country. of thc Taurini rs
including onc of the passes of the Alps, pr.obably
the Mont Gcnevre or Cold' Argentieru..

(Ency. Brit. v.21, p. 836)

r EC-fulE53,4

The daughter' 1rl a l,hqgian prince, callcc

t',\' sorre Tcutluas. and o1' othcrs Teleutas. WircD

hcr farlrer $as killcd in rvar by Ajax scrn ol'Telamorr.
lhc young princcss bccamc thc property of tlle
conqueror, and b1' hint she hacl a solr ci{lcd
Eurysaccs. Sophocles in one o[ his tragcdics, rcp-
rcscnls .fcqmcssil as rnoving her husband Ajax k)
pit_v by hcr tears rnd cntr(-llics. whcrr hc $,ishccl

to !i11{r himscll'.

(Wright. p. 610)

1'|IOJ.1N WOMEN, TI]E

liuripides" (Creck). Trascd]. C.415 B.C.
I)clhaps lire urost rnoving of all pacifist dranras.
tt dcals \\,i(lt th'r dci-lntction ol 'l'ro), Aft(rr thc
sacking ol'thc cit,v. tho ]itlau Womcn arc cuslavccl,
I{:clci's sorr is car;t frolrr lhc rvalls. }lclcn is lcd
off b}' Mcnclarrs arrd lhc rvo|icn ore given iltto
hondage.

(Sobet. p. 809)
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crld \\btn hc iS c|-lulierl by an eatlllquitlic'

(Sobel, P' +60)

ltL,1l-t 5 I

-[D !. arrd litcralure, 't{caLism is iidcht)' l()

nalurc or rcal [Ie; it is reprcsentatiou withoul idci!

Iization; adllcrcncD to actual {acc' l.tl draml' Ibsctt

is iut outstauLititg exampic oI this iornr oI lllt

(sobcl, p' 65+)

ritll;i il t l( ISM

Ihc rcp t cset ltu tr'-'lr ()I tilc ciliYdroLL5 ull'l

advsuLurolls luiJ urt of rulkilrg dle leol(rlc arrri

improbablc scclu i$rrnediirt,: uirJ Piausrble; c g ' tlL'-:

avcrage l{oltYwood libn.
(Dicirisb' P' 46'i)

.rl r')'lls (PLAYS)

Saryrs appearerl in the plays' wearing spottcrl

costutles with tails" itr reprosurtation oI lcopards

SileuLrs was rLhvays itrclicirlctl m a dtutrlicn olr'l ntart

with a *ralf animal cxpressiou' 'Ihc plays wcre not

trurny, but humorous charactcrs wcte illhodtlstjd'

In tbe later Creek cor|edics, whicb wsrc lnorc

on thc order oI Jarces, chalactcrs playitrg real pcrso[s

rescrabled closely the persons rePrcscnted' Cirotesqtc

aud extraYaga.nt masks for tictitious characters' aIIu

Iantastic animal masks. were also uscd'

(Sobcl' P l59;

SOPHOCLES

Greek dramatist (49H06 B'C')' He had

lilty years on thc pirulacle o[ success in thc Creck

theatre. He did introduce the third actor and rc'

dLrced the importance of thc chortts 'fEs served

to lifr speech and action from [he orchestra to the

stage. Ouly scvcn of more than ons hrlndrcd of

his plays survive in thcir cntirety'

(Sobel, p. 715)

srAcE

A floor raised sbovc the lcvcl c'f drc groLr;td

for thc cxhibition of somcthing 1o be I ieii'ctl b;

lpcciatolsi thc pllltlolnl in a thcatrc upon rrntclt

spcctacles. plays' clc, ltrc txhibited; a raised plirt-

Iorm \vith irs sccusr! upon \Yllicb a thcalrical P.:r-

Ionnancs tiLcs Pl:rcc

(Onjons \'ll P t993)

.\; .1.\/l'1..1 (oi Chorika)

Pi!t o[ anciorlt Crcck cimu]a espcciall] Ol(l

Comccll, s exponr.l.'d b1' Aeschylus; sung by thc

clrorus iu u'hrch cottclttsitlus arc diawn frotll tlrc

Epeisodia.

(Sobel' P 7'l'+)

.\ ti /'li-i.IN l S, f ill; \at. Ihc Suirplianl WourcD.l

Acschlltrs (Grcek). Tragc'tly' 490 B'C Tbis

is tlrc carlicsl klowu play by Aeschylus' Thc

Suppliants arc th,r lilty daughtcrs ot l)anaus' 'lhcy

have becu promiscd in marriage to tlle lilly sons

ot thcir turcle Aegyptus. Deternincd not to marry

them, the fiiLy gids flee with thejr lathc! to Argus'

It'hey ask prolcction of tbe king, Palasgtts, :rnd he'

in turn, asks his peoplc what to d()' They agrcc

{o protecl thcn.

(sobel, p. 746)

SU llR.l'A LISM

Movement in thc arts during thc 1920's,

closcly akin to alld not. cleady separable from

DADA- It was dclined by one oi its lounde$, Andrc

l]rcton, as 'Pure psychic automatism, by which it

is intcndcd to qxpress verbaLly, in rvriting or by

othsr mcarLs, the real process ol thougllt, in thc

abs.jncc t)[ all crltltrot cxcrciscd by thc rcasorl and

outside all aeslhetic or moral PreoccuPaliou"

Unljke Dada, Surrealistn exPressed itscl-t little ill
dri|ma.

(Tallor, p. 261)

SI'M BO I.IS M

Symbolism is designed to convoy imprcssions

b1' suggcs:ion rather thau by dirccr rcprcsenta{iur'

S-r'ntbols rrc almost as rrld as marrkittd. bLlt as a

liiurary or drarnatic school of thotr,lht. Symbolisnt
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tPlItGt,NrA tN t AU rb
fragedy b1 Euripides- tirst pcrlormcd in

Atltcus, C. 4l -l B.C. Also a tragedy by Johaun

Wolfgang Vol Goethc, inspired bl Euripidcs
(tphigenia auf Tauris) *,ritten 1779-87.

(Taylor. p. 135)

Mt'DLA

ELrripides (Greek). Tragedy. 4Jl B.C. Crcol.

King oL Corinth, urgx Jason to gc1 rid o[ his wilc.

Medea, so that Jason can be lis sou-iu-larv. Jirson

consents and Medca. ordercd to exile. is alloNcd

onc day o[ gr!.ce to nlake arrtngcrncrus tor hcl

children. Outraged, sbc plaus hcr rcvengc. Sbc

sends her clJldrer to cany to the ncw bridc a gif(

stceped in poison. The bride dics togcthcl witir hcr

father who bas tried to savc hcr. Mcrjca thcn

kills her two children and Jason linds hcr larrglring

over Lheir bodies. Realizing shc will rcvsr kuurv

happilcss again she dcpa{ts in hcr clragon ehatio{.

(Sobel. p.531)

N A7'ARALISM

Partakes o[ the samc cxtcrual Ionn as

Realsm, but emphasiz€s the rat[ral frulction in litr,
as opposed to Ilcalisrn which is more selectivs.

In the novel and drama Zola .is the most imposing

example; in the lltatrs Stanislavsky and the Moscorv

Art Thcatre uphold thi$ lorm, particrilarly in Gorky's

1'hc l-ower Depths.

(Sobcl, p. 569)

oCEAN US

A lltan; chaftlcl,jr in /rcschylus' Pr()trctheus

tU.cinh()ld. p. 328J

UEDIPUS 1'I'11., KIN(;

King of Thebes; son of l-aius oltd Jocasta:

killed father ancl nrarricd nrorhcr: chilracter itl

Sophoclcs' Oedipus thc Kin,:.r. Ocdipus lr Colonus-

Euripides' Phocnician lvomcn. Sr'occl s Ocd;pr$.

l'ii,)cniciun WttmL'u.

tRciililoid P 'i]8)

() llLSl l:S

ScrD ot \a.mcrrnt,;r a:rd C1)ict!,,crjlit!t sl-r\:

Ilr\rh(r to aLYitlgc luLr)ct: c.r:ri.tc,. t i,. . \is!:,.,tl.r

Olesteiu. Sopiroclcs' ;lcrtIJ. !itrU)-!.u5 . \ll.iir\it.!ciic
Ll.clr:! lphigeuia in ."rrLlis, iplr-;crrir iir ri.Ll;rr.

Orcsies, Scncca s r\giit]rcii]ntri r.

. (l(JJrlre'ld, !. rlui

t . ' Ii."ll,tU5

i rI)L idula, lAsri.'gc irr i.!i ..r,,!il]iit !,,-i^

dl.lirl,l rtlr!!rl ui !!:rid as rllj !1r\'^!15 !ir!cts iil-

Ot!:r!sLiilr a lilssllgO lrr i,llr !!ilei-rri \Jr'tuI" iri.*,t!

uc!\vclrl liic aliurLolrLLilr .illLr Lrlc Ji\!ll!] (,) \r.,1r..

lilc sPccralulii rlad iiiajss io irio tlira(irJ ai,tJi ilii.ols

lillslll elrilu ilII( go uu![ig u pra).

(Ci,ovc, 1). i6.i-l)

t'i. ii,\ l;t N:t, l llL

.Acscirylus (Gft!.kJ. lragcd). "17-l iJ.C. !lrr.;

play is thc ortly rr:cord ol Cruoi' historical drallta
lve havc. lhe plot is ltldilucntafy, mos! ol tiru

cxposrrioll is done lyricaiiy by tilc obor{ls.

(S<-rbcl, p. 6lt7J

i't1. Lo( fl;I LS

I ragc(ly by Supltoclcs, ;0ii U.( . Llir...cii r.It

the conllict betwceir cyrr.cal ntaterllliui,]iif allri tirc

gcuctous idealistic impu:scs of loLrlJr Plriioctol\ri.

a iinowncd archcr and lamc'its walri,)i. is leit rrrr

au islan,-l at llnsas bccau,,c tt. a \\our..l irr his i,'()t.
'Ion ycars bavc passcd arrd l'hiloureiui hds bc,-onrc

cnrbittcrcd b1 his ncglcct.

l'ltt)Ml,J Hllt.,S BOt tiy l)

AcschylLts. fragedl,. C. 165 il.C: -l-h:' 
sc!rnrLl

lla)' ol lhe Promctlreus trilo,:\ alrd thc (,l]l-\' onc

lhAi haS SLlrrivsd. lll il. Pl();jteihcus lrt!tn:: roilscd

tllc angcr of tllc gods b\ l)rinljng iirc r,r nrarkiir.l is

chrincal 1o a rocl. 11.: irrnlrilts .leli:nr li|ltii tite



Lltc way to Urce ji tf age d-\ .

tsob.i. p. l:ll

i.t'().\ ) ]'10c5

,\ r.,ord cliginali_r nrcaning '-gircl as iL ititDlJ

oi "rruitcr.i aiter" i.t pcrs{rr} oi llli.ltA, iuld colnil)g lD

l,Ll. tr.) llliJil "tL.Lt \\lliilr ili\(t a tl:ullL :,,.r pji5r.,
oI liirlrg, ar icli]1 c\pcc;iiil_\ applicJ trr [l_\ liticlri or
selui-ll)Lllieal pc[sr)uilgcsr hclcrcs, cicitics, cic.J lfolu
\vilo a coLuril) ttl cit) irto( its llatlrc. I irr.rs.

P..lt)ps ls iltc gircl oi thc nailc lo llic lrciopolncsc.

( I irc L.irc_\. 8 t. \.. 8, p. o6,t)

l:0 lvl l:.t\ l l) l:5, / /11 (i-ho llcnigq OlcsJ

.A.csclir'llis lCrcck). 'l ragcrl1. Ct. -153 13.C.

lhc third in rhc Ol:stcs trilog). Orcslcs. p[rsucd
by thc l"urics. throws iriu)rjcil ou Apolios l.lctcy,
slocc it lvas at thc god s conrt]talld that lig Drurdt'rcd

his mothcr. Apoilo co|urralds ltinl to obscrvc thc

purilioation ritcs a:rd to appcnf at Athclts.

(Sjobel, p. 329)

I,U]]II'IDI:S

Greek poct, drarlarisr (+36-107 ll.C.). LIc

is onc ol thlcc ruaslers ol Crcok tragc(ll, ol whotu

Si-rphoclcs and Acsciiylus arc tllc olircr. two. Ilc
was crcditcd rvith over llil]et-v plays ill all, ()1 which
eightc!:n survivc, A rcpLlled uiusogynis(r llc has,

howercr, portraycd womcn as line as aly ro bc

lound iI1 all iitcrirlurc. in dranraric coLrstt.uciioD his
work slands high, ancl is tlte nrost ltuman ol thc
thres tragcdians. His originalit_v lay in rhc dar.ing

,lature of his plots, in his forcclul dclirrcatiorr of
uharactcr, ancl irr his colrage io allorving those

eharactcrs to dc!,elop aiong purcl_v natural lin.s.
!vcn thou-qh thcir uttcrilnccs uri-rht sit0ck thc

.rrtll()dox.

{Sobc1. pp. .llr--1.10}

':A l'/?t.\.91()N 1S II
'I'hc ntoleritcnt dalc(l l'roiu i9l . rrlterr u snrall

rr()up ()l Gcrnrar! drrnrali\ls Iccl br IJcrwaih \\,aicierr

:dicatcd it:, thiitrr.. I;\ phiiosophr carrieL.l a ccr-
:rrr dttaiisn r.ith rlllt.'r abitract stalclalcls btrl a

\tf-\ clcatl) drfrncr,l |iannst o[ cxccutiorr. ]ls r:ftcer

!lirs lcl{. l(](). irr sia-q.: <lesj-slrtju-c and ill sctiug.

.\orong its i!(ivo.a1cs trcrc: Ccorge liaiser'. Fritz Vorr

[-rIrtrli. Oski| [rclko|chka: sta-!c-diii!'ctors Mzr\

Iic'irrlrrrdl. i.c'oPoid -lcs-.rrcr ancl Jtrrgcu [:chling.

(.Sobe l. l)l). -1-l-l-31J)

; i//i/.':-\ (ii ii)_\'cs)

Forcrs ol eonsci;ncc; holiblc clivinitics tlrou-llht

IL) l)ufsuc nlutdL][els, cspccialiy rrI closc rclltivcs;
ehorus in,\csclr;.iLrs Etrnrcnidcs.

(Rci0irold, P. .\2i)

ll i;('U Btl

A tragcdy by .liuripidcs (CLcek) Ct. 450 B.C.
I)ufio-s tllc sicgc of Tr-r'r.r,, Hcclrba's youngJst son.

Pol-v(lonls. was placccl LlDdrr tllo clrc of Polynrcstor,
liing of lhracc, l-ater, shc discovcrs rltat ucr sutr

Iras bccn murdcrecl lnd irr revcn_ec shc blinds p<rl,y-

lulcslor and kills itis two sons. Laler shc is tunlcd
rnio dog ancl hcr .r:ravc bcconrcs a nrark lirr ships.

(sob,:1, p. 4 t.1l

IIIPI'ULY'I'US

Euripirlcs (Greek). 'l ragcr.ly. C. 450 ll.C.
Aphioditc. lurious with HippolyLus, a yolrng rlortal,
bccartse hc worships only Altcmis. plans his cleath.
'.1 his is brou-ght about wirc[ lUppol]tus' siepr)othcl
Phedro falsely accLrscs him ol n)akir)g lovc trr her.

iilrd hc is cl|ivcn into cxilc.

(S(,bel, p. 421i)

tPul(;ttN l A tN AUt,ts

Lrrripicies I.Crcck). .+07 .13.C. iphigcrLia is rhc

daugbtir o[ Aganremnon and CIJ'Icr.t]llcstra. I-]r'ula,

lhc goddcss, dcmanils Ipbigclia bc sacriljccd b)

Aganlenl'ror) aud since his ships are dclaycd b-\

uoiLrrlry winds, he dccidcs to do to tg appcasc thc

Ccrddc.ss. .lusr as thc sacrificc is about to be con-
surrnratcd lphigcuia disaplxars ancl in hcr phcc
l! louDd a -{oal. I);ana has takcrr her to lhc tcfilple
at lauris lncl piaccd hcr iir char:c.

--60*
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rLrc saiarie" altd \ar [orror'id \tltl] tlic drxluJllsl l'

illo pla] \\ a5 :.t sllcccls.

. (Sobcl' P li+)

(.. t-,rsJ/cls&l

Thc aesLhetic priuoiPlcs iuld llretllods rcga^rJ'(r

ls characteristic oI iuciont (ircccc aud Romc; objcc-

tiviry, lorlrrilhll, bailulce' simplility, digxt)' rcsoi].llrt'

ctc., .gencta.lll roufastcd lvith Rontatt"tctsrtrl

adlrcrencc to thcse PrinclPles oi princiPlcs dcrivcri

Irom thcm; klowlcdgc o[ thc litoralurd ai]d ilrl ol

alcicDt Greecc alld Ro:uc; clllsstcal sciloli|lshiP;

GrccR and Latin idiotrr tlr cxptcssiutr'

(Wcbs(cr's Nelv World Dict ' p '17U)

CLI'1'EMNESl Rtl

Witc oI Agurlclrrlorr; nrotilcr Lrf lphigcLtin'

Elcctra, Orestcs, Cnrysothemis; sistcr o[ Hcletr ot

Troy; slew her huso d on his relrt[n from Troy;

characicr in Aeschylus Orr:"tcizu Sophoctcs' Elcctra'

Euripidcs' lpirlgeiua in Aulis, Scncca's Agalnctt.lx)r'l'

(Rsidrol4 P' 322)

CRIlON

King oI Thebcs; uncle of Oedipus' brothcr

oI J ocasta, lather of Haemon; character il Sophocl':s'

An.igone, Oedipus the King, Ocdipus at Colonus'

Euriprdes' I'hoenician Wome u, Seneca's OcrLpus

(Reinhold" P 322)

L'U BISM

An ar[ n]ovcmc[t which originated arourd

l') 10 i]l Europc, espcciztlly in ljlauce, led maful1

by rhe paiuter Pablo Picasso and Georges Braque

ln contmst to the carlier implcssionists, cubist artrst\

composed theix lvork in a pattern ol roughly rt:ctem-

gular flat shapes, to a certain degrce lollowtttg

Ceza:me's intcrest in basic ruathumatic ftrrurs 'I lrc;-

bclieved that the disintegration o[ natural objec(s

into geome:rical forms a5sisted risual lltcrPretatror

Actually, they irnpos.d a .l"irrd ol arehitcctufc on

narute and thtls stlcc!-odill itt crclrting rvcll-ballnucrl

canvases. Allhough th.: nlo\clll'JJlt as sttch has l'ldctl

out , the crlncept of t:rrrclcrn painting cannol bc

iurdc[stoorl rvithotti ta['ing inlo 3cc()Lllll lilJ 'illl)ulil'

tion cltbism prolirJcrl 1tr lrler srlisr! "\5 
ll !t\ l( iILr1l

Cttbistu tlcvclerpctl ilrttl r'"'presctrr;rtitttill lts ucll rl:

lr()n-rcPl csc[lati(lnal alt
(\V{]r'lLl Ll [--rrur ' r' 5 ni) lr(r(r--l-llrrrl

/),1N..1 L'-\

Iiathcr rrI thc Dancids lcadtnll chalaclcr rll

.\csshllus' SuPI)liitlrl \Yonlc['
(Rcirthol''l' P. 'i?'r I

t)t.t.l, I

Ntlrr (a:tti. .r lt1\lt \rI I'lt.'cis' sittl;rlc in 'l
vallcl' at thc solllll-wcst sidc of Nlonnt l)afllililsslls'

lt was frltuorts tor I tcnrPlLr ol "\Pollo' a tl''l for rtt

('rncl,' rrlchrata(l i11 c\'!ry itlic iln(l co\trlLry'

(Wright' P' l9s )

r )I:M)S'I'HIlN IiS

' rc oralor son oI Dcrnosthencs lrl thc dcnlc

j'aeania in Attica. When D' was seven ysars old

his lather rlicd, learirrg Lhc nlaltagcmcttl c'f his

cslttc to lris brrrthcrs, r\phobus irnd Dr:lnoPhotr' aod

a tricnd, l.heriPPidcs.

(CarY, P' 228)

I ):i)N YSOS

'firc IlacchuJ, or rvilu god, of lhe Orecks'

tho Dilhyfantb in honor of thc llod nl(rsl hisloriat:s

generatly agrcc to be the origin o[ tragcdy' 'lhis

god wals the illvoi-ltor ol llitrc' itttcl tlle l)illl(rll "l
poctry and trrr,rsic'

i-'

DTII Y IIAMR

C)dc surtg itl ancicnt Cr"-cec in ltortrr- r'l

I)ionysos, tlriginally improvis':tl artti rhapstxiictl:

ndcr the influence oi Arion of lVletirynra' ii bccarrrc

poctilc(l: a choral <'dc, set 1() bt-isk music' srtttg i.''r

a trortpe of filt)- satyrs dancing alrl 3c'tjcuhlin!

around thc sacrificial aller. rrsualll' und!'r lhd (lirLc-

ti,ln oI o:t: te3(lcr: ol,'!fril),1 of thc rrittc utrt! nrcrli-

ment at th!'Dionisiac fcstivals: innovations bj' \riolr'

such as lll!' spokcn lcrscs. arc creditcd *'ith leading
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EXPLAN ",TIOI{ Oi'

N ..1 MES AND Itx1'nDss/L)Ais
.,t r P ti.l 1l/,v(;

lN ILrls /i lis /t -'l 1ii I/

.1t..sc YLUS

Ctcck tlralrtutist (525-'156 B'(: )' l-lc has

bcct eallcd tl'lc litthtI ol Crcck lltgt'tly llc rion

ru prizc coml:ctiliort in pll.vrvrightir-q in 467 II C

l1c ilttro(lllccd tile sccond and third chtrraclcts itrt't

rlrarnu. I-lc is said to havc writtelt nillcty pla)s'

t'nly scvcn of lhese are extarrt'

(Sobel' P- itj)

4 G AMEMNON

King of Mycenace. hrrsbald o[ Clylcn]ncstrir:

Iather of lphigcnia, Elsctra. Orc$tcs Chrysothcrlrsi

conmantler-irt'clticf of Grcck lolccs in -I rojan War:

charactct i-n Acsc:hylLrs' Orcsteia' 5o1:hoclcs' Ajar,

ljtrripitles' Ilcoublr, Iphigcnir in Aulis' Scncca's

.\glmctutton'frojart Wontcti

(Reinhold. P, 320)

,4,] A X

Sophocles (Greck). -tragedy. 
-:450 B.('. Ajax.

Crcck warrior, loses his rcason whctl thc Crcck

leadcrs bcstorv Achilles' anns on Ulyscs, as the

warrior rnost worlh-r- to bcar thenr. Alter it nighl

of madness, in which h,r bccomcs the llughing stcck

ol thc arnry, Ajax takn his own lilc

(Sobel P' 4{))

I I C LS'f B

A plal by Euripidcs {-+38 Il.C.}. ll rvas irtc'

r(ntcd as 1be foufth pla]' of a trilogy. itr Dluee ()l r'

Sat',r plal. ttsl'cholo,lical 51ud'.' (rf a *erk rlttll

r-sscntisll] sclfjsh uan. plrrnitlccl his tlc',',;tcd uil.'tr'
ilie for him.

.'1.PPE)'i Dl X E

IN7'IGON E

Dcvotccl dartghtcr of Occlipus: Punished with

tlclrtit fr..rr burying hcr hrothcr Polyniccs: charactet

in .\cschylns' Scvcrl Againsl "I'hcbcs' Sopho:lcs'

. \ntigonc. Oediplrs at Crrlonus' Errrif idcs- Phocnici{Irt

Wotrre'n- Sc'ncca's Phocn iciar Wonten

(Rchrhold. P 320)

" I tPttANlis

Midclle comedy poct (t$'(' poets some thinl)'

r-f foreign birth. was grantccl Alhenian citiT-enship

by Dernosthencs; vtrole many plays e60?' 365?)'

some to be read. othcrs to he produced elsewherc

lhan al Athens.
(Ccry. P. 61)

'1'l)/.fo (Phoebus)

God of prophcqv' mttsic' sun' medicinc'

lrchcry: his oracle at Dclphi much frecluented:

character in Aeschvtns' Eumenidcs' Sophrrcles'

Trrrckers. Euripkles' Alcestis' Ion' Otestes'

(Renboltl' PP' 320-121)

4RC'TON

A higher magistrat€ in ancicnt Athcns: a rttlcr.

(I{anks. p. I 13)

ATHENS

A citv in Grccce. in ancient times the centre

of Grcek culture and now the canital of the country'

(Webstcr's Nc*' Wodd Dict" p 92)

.t toRas
A groun of pcrformers in the ancient Grcck

th:a'rc oridnallv ernnloved to intonc the Dithvramh

in honor of T)ionvso.. but rvhich later became the

ccntr:rl ..h'mL-nt in classic traecrlv and comedl'.

(Sobel. p. 144)

'roRFG('t
'l-ct-t:l Lr,*ctl to <icscribo th!' 'an,!sl.' ol: Iinu;T'

ci;rl bxckar. oi anciL-ul Gr"'ck pla\' prodttction llc

'harcd in lhe sii!'ctiolr of aclcf\ and chorus. paid

.- 58 -.
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Nos. 2-4 - His a:;sista.nts

Nos. 1.5 - "Third men"

l{os. q-8-7 
- "Weakest"



in thD lalcr plays of Euripidcs. (irc Cll{)rr1r took o

dclinite lLrrn lor thc \r'olsc aud dtcrv lway corul]lclcl)

fronl thc action lt mi-tltt bc rvcll to rcmsnttrcr

that thc Argivc tntrlhcls itt Eutipilas' 'I ltc' Srtlltliutt:s

pcrsuadc a priucipal cllalactcr to chatr-llc his cottrs''-

of action. lhis ptay is itn t\ccPlioil Cjcn'rtall)'

spcaking thc ELrtipiclcan clroru:cs had I lcss 5]urpil-

tllofic atlituclc ttttl rvcrt' ll(1{ grcatly l|lltclc(l b} Ih"

lixlurcs of tirc (liarlra .\s lrl:s l'cctr p(rinlcd ollt'

Jrc freqncntll uscd lris ( /tolttr a5 a nlcil'ls li)r nlilking

conrnrtrtts 1111 59gli1l 3trr.l polilic'lJ cott<lititltts of tllc day'

'l hrough /:rrrilrirl,"r, otic is ablc to scc \lirill uras l(r

lolklv whcn in th\) 41h CcntLrry 13 C.. it rvas possiblc

1o takc choral o(l('s alld (rirnspltLllt thctlr lr()nl onc

play to lhc ncxl.

zl l;l N rl I' ll0llD

'I'hc dccliDc (),: lhc (/r',1/r. ils wxs tilitlf(l

lboi,.'. was lhe rcs!.ll of

posts tt'td aiurs. t hcY

a cltatigc iu ,'lratnattc PUL

$'g1c 116 lgrt-qcr Ic(ltlilcd to

nrak; lotr1. Jilllliiiaaol e(nnllll'llts trn tltc t"li-r':iot'ts

irspccls oi 1he Plir):: tlte ctrrpltasis of thc uclilrn wts

ll.:rnslcrtld 111 th,-r Pri0cipal ucl()ls' illld' th'tclorc'

\\iis rtot ucc(lc(l for tllc ilclilc 1'tltlglcs:ilrtl tll dlirura-

iic cldllls. lts ttttntll;t clliur-gcd lf()lu 5{) to ll to l5:

thc lirrcs tJiliinisirltl itt lrrrt',tbcL: thc llarnrorli lviih

lllc plol }\as ll(r loDg!'r r.)ttc trl iralanec lh(il'prc

s:ncc trctittttc ltpPuitrlitilc.. I){)ds bcslrl wlitills

cholill oclrs \lticlt uclc rll e11Lil) ill lhcorsclvcs

i!'r(l lla(i n() eotlllcc{i(\ll $illl lltt] tilulrra Whetl

rhcsc odcs bcc{urc tltc [(llL: rilthcr than lltc c\ception'

Lhc grcal pcriod ot Crcck trilAcdy llld conru to a

ckrsc. 'l hc thtls grcirt lragic wi:itcls (1I illleient

Crcccc, .,{('.i1l/.1'/li :t, So p ltot:lcs, aurl /.:ttriirtrlcr'l gavc

world litcralur(: tragctlics which \v('re nc\cl lo bc

surptssed attcl lltc chotal odc$ Ironl thcir tLitgcdies

wcli r!-vcl'l() bo cquaile(l.
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Atttigonc. Hc i,]as isolaicd his .hcroinc. sur.r'or.rnilin.:

ircf wilh cldcr utcn. u hich innte asrrr.ir[:i,r hdighi!'i]s
lh(' dranli.ttii cllcc:i\'!.ncss c'1 ..\rrti$,'rc.

Tlic-|INt(',u. /tsrL,a1 s or rHL (u()Rti.\

'fechnir.-all1'. (hc ('/rolrr.' is tnco to tlllolutac
ncwconlem 1o illc Sta!:c (itr srrnrc inslanccs. this is

aborrt thc oltlv wantilg thc uudicncs rccciv!,s ihill
a ncw cjraructcr is goirg 1(.) nppcar). thc) ntaic
comnlcrts olt vilriolts sltccchcs. cnga-qc ill (litl()Sii,.l
lvith lhc actors. scl.vc its l.l soLlrcc of irrfrtr.rrritlirrrr.
and pnnctualc rhc dranla with solt_as o[ joy itnd lanrcn-
lation. Thc dcgree to ri,hich lhc Crrr.rlJ is ali.cctc(l
by the action of the ptay varies widely. ln sorrrc r,l.

thc plays. the Chorus is ablc to nrainllin ar.r a itu(l!:
of indiffercnce toward whal has tahcn place or \\{titt
will rcsult from thc ac{jons of thc mairr char?ctrrs.
In othcrs. as Sophodc_s' T-hc Aiw, thc Cil"rs is-r
victirn of thc profagonist. which hci.uhtcns thc acii{)n
when one of the lrain characters, 7i,r,rnzssa. is thc
sccond victim.

POSITIoN OF CI-IORU,' ,,1S DRNMATIC

I,ITER,4TURE PROCRESSED

As the development of dramalic literalure
progressed, chronologically, if not in thc dramatic
valuc (this is a point of debate). it was incvitabtc
that the position of the Lhorus sho[ld changc.
Gnthe gives ns a warning, which to us is a valid
one and shonld bc kcpt in miutl rvhcn considcrino
the "decline" ol the Chorus, thal .,wc should not
think of the Chorus as incrcasin-gl_v dclachcd in thc
Iater pla1s, for thc pla1.s in }rhich it is nrore
jntimalell' linkcd rvith aclion arc by no mcans
uniformly t-arlr'." (12) Hc firrrhcr sfa,tcs that tha
"difference by this limc is dlr.-'lo drln.ralic intcntion
or tcchnical convcnience ralher than chronolog\'." (|.tl

Scholars rlho nrak,: g.'it:ralizlrir':s l:i.ardinr

li:. (l!'clirlc ('I lltc ('/rorrrr li (i tll.it rltt!nt.nts niit(lc

rirrtl.ri it-t c-'ic!'lltiolts.'l-haic lle. lr\)\\.'\'cr. e.'Liuiil

:.,rcriil lrc'n(is in Ihc rlianr.r,ic irir.'ni \|ich ciirr 1.,'

rlil!lc. .1('J( /l.r'/r1.\, iirL cr tirPle. it crIre.'inctl .,tiiir

ii:, cic,rLiti o[ ..l Srirttr'rri;trrri ltr'irl ( /r',cr;:ri, r'r'rr u: on-'s

r',i:tr hirr r' \i\)lalcrl lir!' Ilrrvs Lri thc trods: .S,/l)/rr)r'1. \ ii
iii:JlJ\ieJ in ;1tt lt'|,:':tlr' ('l lllc (ltaI:..,at. nto::!('s.
;ru,l sirirJiir)l)s ol hir 1tIirrcirrlll chitrilul!.rs.

l i,t' ( /ror rrrt,r in ,1, .it /r 
' 
l ,i;, t,.ri:,'<i1 hur c

r r',rlc f ,lr)l :ourl (l!'11ill tl1.l s\it:tirililr\- th-t,r :hosc l,rtrnrl

itt thc )i. r lriio(ll('11; lii'fcrlics. . !,.r',/r'1r. 1i,t(is t(1 nr:rLq

lti; ('/r,'; l.t t'.'tnittti tir,' ilLl-jir'lcc r)l ll(r:j. \!hi!lt ilc
tvi:rhcs iris princii)ll (ititrilctcis 1o l{rf:r-'l !1 lltc nt()-

rrrcnl. ()nc ()l llrL' rirxj()r rii',eLr;r111-'';r1 rlitril]rt thc

,\Jssll\!,)irD fcfio(l w:ls thc shiil of !'utPhilsiri Ii(rr1l
(ltc chrrr-lrl boil! 1o lhc tct(rts: litls j)r.()ilt.cssc(l l') litJ
l],riDt .,i srrcii (lc{ilch!ti(.nl lhtl l;tc i.,)(1.)n!y (rj tjrc
r /r,r!r \\,!s io I'LrItrirlt rrrusical i tcrlLrttcs bclwccn
ili {li:: f!'ni i)uri.. ()l' :lr!. ar:ii..l. !!,,r'L'r.cr. Ih s r!iri
u(r1 rt.ii!:ritlizd dontl)lct,tl-v ulriil lfluf llt.: ltLlfi{r(l
rrilh r.rllich \v!' iu!r c{rnrr.ijtrrl. rrltlxrrr.::h it is riolicc
rtlrl,.' lo ir dcgrcc' in lhc \vofks ol' /.)uripiltt:.

t'.4lll()us sl ,4 n.:Mt':^i r',t t )it rHr

t;UNCI'tolt ot.' 7 ifi: ('Hi>tir,t,i

Tbc car.ly rv,.rrks ol Lrrri;'i;.lcs. irS:lir. \ye

slrouiti Iikc 1o po;trt ()ui {hal llrir jr "., lrJral" l{l
ril)1 il ruJu willlotl1 e\rcl-.tioitr,. rr..r,r ',ir:ril:ri irr

(ifilnraiic ir)1cnl l() llt()s.r ol' .(,o1tltct<.lrs. ll {)|lc lil,ie5

1l,e stricinenl {1 ,,11!\lt)tfu its his criic!.;on. lttc tilii-
lrri!l-' irf arlirljc blcnriin.,: ol tit. ( ltui'\ r.is i!cri')1,--
littltcd l;v Sopltoclus. llotlt hc anrl /:r,rl,,'ril,.; rrsl,i il,:
(-lrotu\ to Jcrvc as li19 idcal sPectiLtor. li,i orvil: tl;.:
ptogrc:s l)l ilu:jo \ri1l1()Lt1 (lir!'cl intcilrretlcc. Iir,'
Irter t,l llrc ( fu.rrl.r rlere ucricr,i irrto lh,: ltkrt_ lor,:t.
in;: a rrrii-r rl (lralii!iii aiii(.i i.l-cl,iirlJr (i.,ia\

l)rtrl tlt- lrruilritlclrn qhr-rrLr!c,. "ltirrf tit,rre ,_,1-11-l Li1.,,rt

lllr fI i 'l "l iol:: intp ti;r,1.- ,,ji;-: i')jli:tci ..,,ilil

;il; ;1rJ1,'.e lh:rrr :;r Sry.iirrs!1. {ilt ilei,ir 1rr'1,, ilirrr

( l2) C.M..4. Grub.'. 7[r, Dr<tttu ttl
(3) lhil..
lf'+) Flickirrger op. cit.. p. 175
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i!lrr?oIerJ itt"ttiienic \1it':tt il scss J i)i!!llltllL]ll t'r

Cri;l' rrillc!;l ' ili ilic iilirri'l Q1 i"oditj ' ilir'llJii!J5

it[c .r!-rt:.,(r;..1.1 i(r lii'ltll)E a l)loll\llli()'r ;ur liii

!u.ijt1!.1 rJi i.i cii:irileir[' C('rlrfilll) sl)cai''ilg' i rj

plri)s |)L \.'siil) irl\' '\()1'li('( i( J lllld '/-ll' /1t" 'l Ll:l\ c

iur.ii\aiiotr joi !ils cililiillcc ol iitc \jlo/llJ' blt lltcsc

JlloLi\'aiiolls ilrc Il\rt aL\r -\s loo probsbic ll'rcrl

cn,i:.rtcc llii-!llt b' In(rii\ilicli bt rL ttulirbct r-'L tirillls'

l. eL'.r,i! bc iit rcpil ro il:tltllill(rlls' as ill (-,(iliixlJ lilc

Air,.l ot irt ) itt /1ttl1!t)t1t:: 1ilcy !ortlli bc lollorvlrtg

s()rrcollc, irs ihc 1ill-l''J it\ 'l ita LuitlcttklL\; tlic 
'\

lrigrii. e11:cr il'l illls\'icf {o a chlLlaclcr's drics' r'y'i'rr':i'

ttLcl oiicti dtitlg i1'ws, lts, |rlL c'rliiiplc ilI l:t'rr]llilL )

,/.tctirzi, erL lucy urigitt crricr iritcr hcartttg sottii Ltlttlor

ulld st:rtc illtlt thLi) wisll ro drseovol wirilt li:ls hlli'-

fcliccl, lrs )t I lrPYtll'tus'

Wd Iirl tili,t iL is ii:'l1Jr iritplr'bitllic : rat ii e

Cillrlcicliarr !!()11)00 itl ;'i!rilitiis' illtig':niu iit '4tii:s

\\o id bc lilit g !l Ctucl' :rttlry cuilr!' IJr tirrt tlt':'u

is tiruc!r l):i.'iii iur iilg !ilirnrl'i (' tit0 C-"' /i/J lil

Ltr,.,tt.tc's l::'rr'r' llu rirct' u;'ritt' it it'iist i''

slrcsscd thlt tbs iraditidr ancl thc logic r'litl t;c't

il]:ci'idrc wiiil 1ts ilei!1$ iiirPfcciotc'i' Wc oslrcvc tjirii

lltc siitnc wtlltlil holtl ItrLc toda] ii () 
'J 

wcio lo $\lr

rhj irlitys itt Pcritr;tnartcc'

Onco tiLc ('lwnrs it' on slagc' its lttnctiorrs iltlli

cilarnclclistics arc llunlclous /1/iJ/(tic hls Siticd

thirl thc C /l(,rirr "riitould bc rcgardcll its oolj o[ tilr

luclo!s; it sli0Lrlrl bc an inlcgllll part oI lh': n'll0ii'

rnai tilkc ir sharc irl tllc aclioll - 
that \!hich it illls

\) toPhl)clrs, rzltllur thalr it l:tttipidts' Wiill titc

lalct' pucts, h(rwc\0r' tile sr':n-ls in u Plily oi th$rs

hur'; no nlotc ro rlrt with tllc l>lol ol th t lilalr ol atlj'

():irer trijg,)(i). (li)) I'r(!l'ssof llalsir stillcs tliat 'lilJ

nror'lcrn rc'lder \'\'llo wlsllcb to iuPltrach (irueli

lr{gJd) lrLnn lire -AlhJnian Poitl1 ol vicvt nlusL

z(tcmpl 1() ililPrcc;atc lhc bruut) of tliij clloral son:15

anii io tllliitrisal']d their rcla:io|ship to thc drarnlliic

lcilc,n. (l1.,

( /./..lri.r( i L./'\ lll.i'tli-sl.-;' I 'lI lO'\

tl l] 11lt\ I ttl' CIIO|<US

I ltc C/ cr.ri.t is gcrtcrally co[]poscd ol alcragc

ltii:ills \\llo lnust' lll a s!'nsc' al\Ya)s Iclualll olttbrd'l

tlrc rctiotr, ycl lllc) ulc pcrurittcd to synpatluzc'

i.L,\rs.) Infclrill. or girc uirJ lhc) must not t'c

uolislucie\[ ils lnclc syl bols or ilbstractiolls; thc)

[a\e cualuctcr. '\l limcs, lhcy shcd tltcir cbali]clc-

Lizr.lti0its atru ruakc sraicnrcl)ts l'i'biclt arc irrclcvant

to lirc irct,ort lll lhcsc illsti[rc!s' th!' pla]wrtglr(

rilalics colluncuts oll pohlical or philosophlcal

rileucs. /rarrPillcr \Yas lrcqucnlly doing lhis' givlng

lris po-l]ts oI vicw corloirllirlg tire lutrlity ol war'

tlre posltion ()I wotucu, collllDents ou values of a

,r,,,r1. n,ttit, ()r urc social qucs"ious collccuritrg laniiy

liic. ODiy ill rollo illsiances is tirc Cllorlo ncu[ral'

a,r( ort\)ll thc] go us Iar as bcing [igbly prcjudicc{t'

'lilis grv0s tttc playwtrgltl ittl c-rcuilcnL dcvlcc ler

pc|sLHiiiug lhc audicncc to respond as hc wol'lld

Iriivc thcm rcspoud, ga'nnrg syDrPathy Jor the

cilafilsler \.vitil wholn irs dcsircs them ',o symphasizc'

Whcil fhcy cllter tllrl orchcstra' tbc desired

airnosprrcrc and aitttudc cau bc cstaolishcd' An

cirloitollal rcsporlss is gairrcd by havillg the C/lorils

conrl)orc(l oli pcrrplc lvho hitvc a dclinite rclatiol)slup

'"viiir tbe tnain characlcrs itl the play' for cxanlple'

tir'; ItojtLrt vrrtltclt, who foLnt thc C/t<'rltls h llat:ubtt

';:,nl I iic 'lt<tittn h'ortrctt, havc sLtlictcd lhc samc

crl.lrlropllc as thc Protagonist' 
'flrc Gr'lsk slavcs itl

lphigcttiu itr luruis creale a raPporl w\tl\ I Phigettia

r*hiclt woultl havc b,;i:tr imposs'blc ltad tltc C/rrz.tt'r

bccr conrpos:el trl 
.litttriniatts; bolh lhr proiagonrst

untl thc ( /tortts are ol thc srnlc llaliol)alily {nd arJ

in a iiricign lilnd Oltcn lhc Clonts is oI thc samc

;cr arltj the silnlc agc as thc plolagurist' btlt

gpltluxles violarcs bolil thcsc principlcs in Titt

(i1)) ArisloliJ. Poal:" tr' b)

l,lod-':;rr i 'ibra 11' l:t5-l

(l1ri'i:ilif \"'rr:rlJ'' l{lr'lr' i li t*ih'u'L t'i

19.11;. p. i8.

ingrar,t 1l'.rv;tlci (Modcrn l-ihtirr'1' No 2+6') Nov Yr'rrk; lirr'

( lrrrriri:i /)i,tr;i,r {slilllf()lii : S:iri1!or(l ['i11i\crsil) Pr;s:'
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dlotatcd b) eusi()!t it.ll(i trnujiror]. bu! ruch (, l]]c
lorcc pia) ryrigtllJ \\'jli1 lr.hoot \\c arc concel'lre(l jlits
a{. lcasl ot.lc pial |r rlicir Il\c C./tot.us ica}cs ths
stasc dulutg thc pla). /c,J(,,4.!lru ju l lie Lunn,itiit.t
lras Crurks cscapu lroru lllc tclnpic oI Apollo ,i.L

Dclphi lvhcrc i:c l:as gouc to scck tclugc. Wtlcl)
thoy lcafll fiat he has cscapcc/ rircru, thc t.n/icr..lcavc
tlrc slagc 1() pulsuc iirn to AtheDs. ID 1 lrc ./j jd-\
ol Sophocles, li./.i- leaves the sccltc, crca[llg suspi,
cron . r tlrc Drjllds oI thc Lttorus, wito lcave lire sccue
irr searslr lor li|r. Tlrc Clt<,ttus in l:tu.ipiles, Alc,astis
[orars a pan ol thc quccll.s lulcral corlcgc aud
lcaves (hc slage.

prrrNctptL ct!ARAC,IltR tND ctlottLi,\

Wheu dre tradition d. havi,lg titc Cltttru.s oy
stage at all tinlcs is followccl, jt is .iflcvitablc that
sone embarrassiug situations should rcsult, ..I-lris 

is,jn l]]osl insliutc.s hanrllcd by lhc playrrriglrts irr sucJt
lr lnil lcr as to bu .lcceptable, if not cntireiy bclicv-
able. One finds cxamples oI a playwright.s having
thc principal character addrcss trre olhct calliug
attcntion to thc l'act lhat the Chonts will ovcrhcar
what would olherwisc prove ernbarrasiug if thc orre
addressed does not givc approvai.

-For exarrrp.le, ht Sophocles, Oedipus rhe Kirtg,
Ctcon returft|.s lrom lJelpbi whcrc ie has rccciycd ar)
answer to some qucstions which hacl bcct) troublirlg
Oedipur. 'I|\nJeDg tlrat,his inlounauou Ior ()edip .\
nright aot bc intenclcd ibr othcrs to hcar (but, il
trad.ition wcrc h ba ldlowcd, lhey lvould bc ftrlccd
to hcar)...

Oedipus : Wha{ says thc oraclc ?

So l'ur 1r_rur wL,rJs !:i\c us uaus",
lor- ncilher corrljdence nor despair.

Creon : If you will hcar llc uorv. I ant ready;
EIsc lcl us grr rvilhin.

Ocdipus: No- speak bclore thenr,
Ior lhc gdcl t b!,ar js lndst lor
firenl. (9/

I hc m0s1 cntb;trraSsirrg srluittloll\ rlfclu. \\jileir
nnrrder or sdcidc is beirrg corrtntitteii. il,ld duc l(
tt.s iiutclion in thc dralna. tirc (. /rt;rrr,r rnust stand
lusidc lnd lct lhc act of t,iolcncc occrlr. Sontc ol
rirc .|vl_\s in rvhich this ls lnirdlccl arc accept?rblc.
although iu ccrtailt irls(irtccs th.J cl)al.ilc(cr oL thc
CirorLrs urakes it Icss bclievablc thtut it ntight lrivc
bccn.

ln A6clD'lt!.\' Agurttartttron, lltc Aryire l...llert
xIc chnructcr.izcd ls mcu wlrr) slntpalllizL. \\j.llt thcir
l.i'lg lrr(l w(rLrld l(,1 b(trily irinr: -rcl rv11.,11 l11s c11..5
oi help alc lre-arci, they b,tgin 1() qrurr!,1. cach ,rivilrg
his opinirr0 in ltlr.n- rnakin_q lhcm t(]o latc to savc
fiis lilt, 'l'his samc division of lll!, (,/?o/.&J occru.s
in l.u ri piI as' ili p pll lr 6..

Il SopJtotlcs. M(dqL tl:lc Chol.rrs wanls l()
savc lhc childrclr lrour bcing nllr(lcl.c(|, but thcir
lai]'t <t[ M</c<r'.y powcr anrl \yl?ll.h prcvelrt lhcnr
lrrrnt rlr,ri]]g so (ojte oi lj)c tdvar)1agcs ol. having a
lcttraic Chorus). Othcr i,lsla]rccs lincl rapicl irppcar_
anccs of thosc who havc commi{tccl thc violcncc,
cstablishing thc- lacl that thcrc was liltlc tinrc 1br
lllcru 1() savc lhc vicdnl Lr(xn his latc.

Situatiorls such as tltcso lcavc a spcclalor in
ll)u prescntday thcalrc with iire j,coling haf thc cntr_
ilrcij lylls a bit tru r.upid, rcsulting in a conlrivaucc
oD the prr.l. of thc 1:laywriglrl, lltcubu,s cLtlrance,
:rller llrc blinding \tt' l'olynt(,.\tot and lhc slaying ol.
his two sons, in liuripiles, llrcuba js atr exanrplc ol.
tiris. ll sfiould bc nolcd holvcvcr, thal l.or lhc Gresl.
auclielcc it was lrnccqssary to accotrnt lbr the
l)t'cseircc o, ll.tc ('futru,-, lt rvas trucljti0n. atrd tjrt,
ilIdiuncc tcccplcc] jl,

te ('uot<us tN 7-M 11N.\EMI'ORA t-r,

I t I t:,,1,/ Rt; t,RoDUC7.tON

Thc lfadition d thc d.afia preselts tnother
!-l,irnent which mi-!.:ht. to:r cicgrcc. bollrcr thc crrr,-

(9) Sophocles. "()cdipus rl:e Kitt.. ..t

Gassn,-.r. (Ncr,, Yorli: \irrrrn 1n11

lttesur( of the 'l /votr,,, r!.vise(l e(litior. cd. hr..iohn
SchLrsrcr. 1957), r.. l, p. ti4.
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ro ll]!1 \\,olds ol lbe pocr a|d iD no \\ a.\ could it

dciract- A t'uclubcr oI tllL' (:/r(r'lrr^ wllo wils llnilbie

to cxeculc ih,i L'xprcssivc d:ll)c9 ]t'lovclllerllS tYas

pluccd in all ullilnporlutlt posiliur lll tilc clloral

19111111i1rus, tull hc \Yas c(tnsidcrcd arl inlL'riot pcr-

lornter'. i3asicalll, thc (lxllce "jncltLLicd lllo\cllrcnt:

gcsturc Jlld poslule t)) \ eh vadols objccls alld

cycul$ ciul bc rcprcscntcd iu durrtb fbot\ 
"' 

(7)

Seholars do nol ilgrce 3s to ll(rw much lllovclllolli

was do[c by tire Cborus, but all &re oI thc oPiniol

thaL ri llol all thc ciloral Passages wcrc accorlllpanlcd

by so|ne tyPs ol dauc,:. at least most of lhcru ltitd

solllc tyPc ol IllovemcD{.

Haiglt thinks that it would b{: absurd to accrpt

thc thcory th'rt thc C/rolliJ stood pcdeotly still' evc1l

rvhcl thcy were sayirlg notbing. l-le states lllal the

''( rollrJ atrd actols werc sltlposc(l to fo n ()us ilal-

nlonious grottp, and no doubt ihe C/rorl''J follolYed

lhc events upon tlle stage with a keerl appcalaDcc

o[ i[tcrcst, and cxprcsscd thcir syr]palhy \]ith thc

dtltcrcrt chafactol's by every kind ot gesturu and

by-play." (8) This theory casily ilrdicates how

clTcctively lhe Chortts cotild havo addcd to thc dta-

rnatic coltent of tllo poctry Tlrrortgh thc cyclc ol

r|:vclopmenl atrd clecline, the dance lnovcme|lts ol

tbe Cllorus wcle molded into a systcnr of methociical

attitudes and poses, which to tbc au(lience of the

Athcrdan thcatre, possesscd inhcrertt ntcantngs'

'fhc incvitable happenc'd -. with the dcslinc il]

lrrrpr:rrance ot lh} ChorLts, thc art oll choric dancc

dirnir.rishcd in iraPortancc.

MI;:1'IIOD OI: EN'I'L]]INO

The theory of the arrangen:eut ol thc dramaliu

Clurus is that for thcir cnltance (Putulos), lbcy

narched on Irom lelt st gc in a pcrfcctly synrlltctri-

cal and military malncr. forming a singlc lnass'

'fhcre are occasiotts rvhen lltu Ctrortts is dividccl in

ils opinions regarcling the dramatic action arrd indica-

lions lronl sonte pJal's are tllat thc Cltr,'irls lefl tir''

stilsc :j|crulii-\ ilild xr opPoriic dlrc!tl(tts' lLl sli!'i

ca5es as Ll)csc, it lll-rtti.l :gctrr 'liiilt c\l!icil.o l- 8l\e'i

tll _'e-\cJ!il(lrl5 io lllc rtlLc stlch illsiallcc! i'5

i[,,irur.ttcci ut'.'. irtr\c\cr, ]](rl iilc urllul !lloLlrl rlriiil-

gilllcrlts. lili fcclat)grtlu[ sil'l!' ol lilc Cll('///r

could irc illltcccl citircr ltt "Lau\s ' \Yhdu tllc lllii1

st(]ou ii\d lbrcil5t aud thLcc dcci)' Lrl irl 
'ildr'\ rcl) iiic.] sttru,'i rhtue ilbfcils[ ill](l li\c dcci)' l-hc

bcsl c//rrll.) lllclllbcrs rferc plilccd il] ihc ltc Jtc'\l

l(, lllc allJiiil(!, alitl lllC \\c!l\('ri tttctttUtls rriLi

pllccd iu thc ccLltcf lrlo.

Whctt chalacrcls o[ lllc "J/'/il' \t'crc slclLllls'

cuch ltcurbcr oi lhc (/torus turncd \\'itll his bnci\

k) lhe audicuco, huug the s{agc Whcrl thc C/x,/tl-t

wus 1hc cclltcr oi illtelrtiol], as il] thD 51(lji/?1d' i[ ls

belir:r'ccl by sourc scholats that lhcy urovcd abottt

in 1hc orchcstra Howcvcl, no sPccilic it ot.matiott

rs availablc to ProYD this tllcor) corrcct, arld' oI

coLlrsc, no plaus as to wbat pattem, il any' w:ts

Joliorvcrl. 'lhcy prtrbably lclt tirc slagc in thc sanrs

lcctangular lashirtrr as wus ttscd 1or tilctt clllr ncss'

cxccpt in ll)c untlstliil citctunstailccs crtcd Prerlotlsly-

(Scc diugriun irr r\PPr:rrdix A)'

11 one werc alteluptiDg a production oI air

ancicul (ircck tragedy i! the thcalrc totlay, his airtt

sirouttl oc to rcPloducc the urjbility oI spirjl loltud

iD thc plays, cxprcssing thc enlotioral valLles r'tl thc

.lilles through rttitss prccision '1hclo is vcry litilc

cortcrclc cviclctrcc as 1() just how lhu choral nrovc-

|Ircnls wcle cxeculcd, howdvcl', picttlrcs ol llle c'\tilul

Crcck vasus olTcl au cxcellent sourcc ol refcrcnse

rulLcrirl. lt is t,I ncccssit] thal urri PIUJ(rrilg !!

Crdck tragedy cottsult all avaihblc rclercttcc sortrces

u,hich rvortltl airl hi|r in mclhods o! staging thc Ore'k

Cltotus.

'l lrc grcat inlpo(ancc attachcd to lhc Cltttrtrs

cmanaicJ Iroln thc Iact thal- with t;w cxccPliol)s, thc

Creck C/rol-tl.r, aitsr it.s lirst clltri1l]cc. is otl 5lilg!'

ilLrrilg thc cDtirc cQLIrsc oI acticrtt 'Illis is rnolher

Iacct of Creck dranra *'hich sc'rn5 to lravd bcen

tit tbAl., p. 281.

rSl //rirl.. p 28(.r
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PirCcd oI) pdfl!'clrrrll. lllal r (la\5 (\l itllll \',.t!i\:

have bccorttc lllot.:ssionti ch(rtli sitlgeis an(l \\('tlii,

ha\'c madc thciL iirirr-q b1 sc$ irtg in lhc dranrlltic

chorttses. -Ihc bcltcl thc Cirttttts. lhc betir:i cirluc:

a poet would htvc ol tvinning lhc draulirti!: c()nlcsl

wirh t,his poirlt in Drilrd. it is ur1(lcl.stilndablc thirl

a poct would hrvc wisircd lor t s'.'alth)' ( lrcn cgtt.r.

$'ho cor"rid pioridc tltc bcst choriti sirl-qcts a\Jilablc.

:loth then irl tbe bcst costrtucs. nnd hilc thc b('sl

allilnblc traincr lor theul.

cr:Nt,RA t. t ol?M ot t HL Ctl()lt us

'l-hc Crcck (l/r(rrr,r is uiuallJ dr)ur.ilosc(l (lf (\lrl

lllur, wornen, or luaidcns, rvlro werc cos[lnlcd accof-

dirg to thcir natiorlllit) of otctrPittion. ll thc

Choms u'crc rlot Athcnian, or if no spcciitl lc[crcircc

wcrc r[irde to cost|.lnlc iu lhc Play, lhe opini()ll is

that the ClrorttJ lviN costtuucd accofilillgl)' l:rrt'

cxarrrple, thc Cltctrus ot Pcrsiart ttoblcs irl /cr(1r)r1r
't-hc l',!rsi ts (472 ts.C.) would havc lrccn costr"ullc(l

in rict y dccorated robcs and "rnay havc inclKlcd

trousers, such as rcguiarly associatcd irl (lrcck 0It

with PersiaIs." (3) ln thc final lines ol I'he Lunrcri-

ric; thc piaywrigit hab givcll a dcsoriPtloll o1 1h{j

appcarance o[ thc i ril ic,t, wllo composc ljrc Cltorus

Scamcn ars {ourd irl Solocks' Ail.r, rnd I'ltiio.lc'
tes. hr Euripi<iccs Alccstis, it is possiblc that thc

C/iorrrs changctl into biack tobcs o[ thc lnournclr.
'I hc gc[cral theory sccnts {o be that "no allc!]lpl

uas madc to givu (lrLrn au iurpressivc itPpcarilllc.'

by use ol strul)gc {rtrl nagnilicr:nt coslttl]rcs, sinilitr

to thosc wont by ih; actols." (.1) llowe!,il', thl\

samc writcr, catlicr in (hJ siltrlc bor)li, r'clcrs 1t) il

"Chorcgus ii Anrilhtrlci ,.. rvho rcduced hinr;cli

to bcggary by his clitrarrgirttcc in providirtg -uolclctr

dresses for his C/rorrrs. (5) "lhcrc wcrc ccrtaitl

identifying lcatttrcs adrlccl to thc Cir.jciiul l liic at)i,l

tiiilltilc. \'. illClI \..".t. ,.\uiil l)1 iln t ' r' ir'. :r\ i)11,,!1,.:r

rvr, slri.i tir ltarr' !rir.'tiicil il :,itl'a;rrl kiil(l ('i \\:iilc

sitoC l,iriclt \\ i.ls \\()nt l).\ lh!' tliigio ( lr,,r'tl!. lh(
r'lil urt'n rrsuitlit c:lirri,'J u staii. it is g.'ttr'rltlll

ir.!fcc(i lhilt lll mcnrltcts i)l lhc ( r'ilvirr \iota lilii!li:,.
rs rlir I iir.'rtclt'is.

'/ /i. i/\/i'(i !lll. C.ll()lil i

lltc riainiiig ()l tli!' Cixrftls r\ii\ dr)11c. lll

cirilicr (li:c;L lta-r,.:cl-t. bt tiro ltr::l lrillscll. illl!l il)i:
$us er;rrtinr.rccl Io Lrc (l(Irc L1) ,1,'\( /'/-rrrj. Ill!' Irrn..i

rud l-\'ricirl cltorll passagcs i0uttd iri tlic .'\cschilcair

dflirl't prcscllt c,rccllcitt oPPorlunitics liJ! trrilliltni

chi)ml !'\cclrl i()t1s. /l( Jr'r.rll/.r t(1()k ittlvillllal.!.1!' of t h is

iln(l il1\'er']l.cd l)ri.irl) ltcw lr(t\eru!'l1ls lutl rlittrccs f(lr

tltL- n)cnrbcrs ( l his Crrrlr). I{orvcrct', til!' lx)ci:;

lirllrrwiug ,1rst.h)lur, cithcr did uot posscss his talcttts

Irltru1] llris iirrc oI tlir.l l]{)l }vant to bc burdcuud $ith
(lrc titsi. o[ lrtiniug tlNif choru$cs, illld Lhc tlillnrtl!,

rvrs plobabll lrkcl ovel by ptolclsioruls, "Oud

Jrzrirlrr, is nrclrtir)[cd by l)einoslhcttcs, and $its cclc-

blatcd lor his skiLl in tlainillg trirgic chortl!e5. (())

'l his t[aiuing luusl havs bccn a dr:nandirtg artrl

co,rf,iiiaio(i ,ioi). litc ritruauds pli.iccd r)r1 lllc l)lclu'

bc|s ol thc ( ltetlts by thc thuftlrisal trir(litiol)s cxtst'

irrg in 5th Ccntrrry Aihcns wcro grcilt. 'l hcy not

only /ra<l to bc sl-illcd jn thc l'iekl ol spcceh, btrt

also in sortg antl dancc. No clerticnt coulcl bc au

urtjty i ilscll'. trLrt caclr had to blcnd harl1roniousi.r

wilh lhc othur. .All lhilgs irad. oi rrccisritv. to bc

subordinrtc t() 1llJ poctry.

Ml;,1t\,llN(i ()l l).lN( l^(; 1\;/) \/,\(;/A(,

'fhc dancing. lr)r cxnmple, r',us ttscii trr crrirjtt:ti-

ti(tn wjth tlrc sirgilg. arrd ils ntairr lur1.rti{)n \',as 1r)

intcrprct ihc spcrkel \yord ... vitalil, had t,r br :rrl,icil

(J)Sir Arthrrr Pickard-Canrbridgt. I i:t, l)trtrttn:t l"cttirirl.t t': .Jtl;r'rt'. tO;ili'rrl: -lltc Clat.'t:tiiri;

I'ress, i953 ). p. 2?-i.

(+)A.E. Haigh. 'l h( .1!:i, /l;.ritri' lOrlirrri: Ilr.- Clarcnr.bn l)rcss. i.'rs9t. p. 26-1.

151 I bid., p. 86.

(ar') Hniglr. .'l/ti Tlrr'.r11lr' i' \il
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\'{ I18,':n Of I-lII:' C//()/il,l

\\'c ar.' irtclirrcLl to thirlk tilirl lhis bilsl\ lor il

jiriln:c if llicliirr-l itt iitn'l,Mlanlll lllcitll'ilill l1s)'lrn-

!\\!\. \\'c uottlti Litihlt blt're {1:c chan-s" irt lltl

trur|rcr' (ri lli.' i /i,)rllJ ()ll lllc lhc('rl lhiIl llll iratnir

(\l lhc ( /i.,;lir. rrhielr in thc cxsi (\l 'l''!'lr1lrr'\ illl'l

iri\ cortlcnrl)ortLrl.s r"ils til!' plirl rvrigltts lllrlllfi'l'''s'

i()lnd it "irls()!rl.:" lLr trilill fil't1'- pctsotts lo tllc p{}r11l

.,l Pcfl!cli()il ti'liiclt lte llltlsl hitv'r tLcsitcrl atld crt'll

rDorc rlifli.Irlt l(] nllttliPrllalc I (irrrrts ol liftl in

ihc !lrilc!'itll. litl\\'ing filtl{r))s rvltich trrttsl ltltr c

.:ristcil .,rt rltc Crce'k st:tgc No pcrson oll tht slagc'

c\cD lh!' o[din|lJ' Al]terlian ci{iTcrls \vho crltilpr'rs"tl

lhc cgrlt (lritllliitic choruscs. ltols thill it is lt

bunlclt to hitvc :l lltr,lrc rclc. Such ts rl{)t llwil\'\

lhc casc lor tht) (lilcctcr. Regaltilcss oI tllr' r'!'llsotr

l('r thc chilngl'. fhc Choltls \Yts r!'dllcc(l itr rt''ttrtb--t'

to t!'idlvc and c(\nlilllrci-r llnlil td/)lo"/c! cllanged thc

rrurnbcr of C,ttclr.'s tttctnbcrs to liflccn' Il was this

sizc of C/rortir whiclr w:ls rrscd by Srlr/ioc&'s'

lltu'ipidts. an(l l)erhlps hy Aeschl'ltr:; in his Iltcr

plays. although ii is not for ccrlaill ''vhethcl hc

irdoptcd this nulrlbcr or nni, 'l'he size of thc

Chorus, as werc all facets of Greck dratrra' vits

resulaled bv cusiotn, llnd no alteration wAs evr'r

nladc lo sllit the rcquircnlcrts of a Darlicnlar play,

For cxaurplc. if the lcgcnd hacl becn follouecl by

.4c::chr'lrrs in 'flta Ettrncnidc{. thc C,Iiortr! wotlld

havc bc,:n for|neti by thrac FtficJ, inlilcild of thc

1$clr,,.. rrr fifleen lvhich hc uscd.

ELlil\,ll Nl't ( )l' Dl1'llYR'1MB

'ft;c Ditltl'xnth. Irollr rvhich lragcdy dJrivcd'

$'as elr:ir.l] chtrriil- itttcl itl!lic tians arg thll sY(jir

altcr / li('.r/,i\ itttrtrCtrced thc jlrst aclor to Citucii

iirarnli u:,runil :hl nitlcilt .l th.' /:lll CenlLrry l).C'

lhc ( /,r."ii.', rlrirllli:r;r -d ii:.' l\ fic Ii'rlll oj tllJ

I)itlt'.tdtt:i ':.r, r:t':riiile \',11\ ill:l::-' ill';ll :ll" ( /idrt;r

ciiriitu,!! 1'1 ,11:rr11,;t:li;'- !\ll', lillc r'f til'' Fllti

1r..i.,i-,lir. '//:r, I ]''t:.r ,'j /t-r, irl . irlir'ri'lru((l ::

.:.jon.i r,- . ; .ti-tl .lt, .i,:_.il:t:r: 1',:iri ','.lr ll!LlilJ 1!'il.

lrirl rlr,' a /:, r:r .liil (:oilli'rir1('(l ltt I'hr \!"1)!itt'tt'

ilr,' a.,'i.rll\ r'trll consilli.'d ol nl(rr!' ihan ollc-hail ()l

lili litlL':. I lrrotr-cltr'tlt tllc (llillllilti': catccr "I
i(r(,.\'lrl\, 1it!' ( /i()i rlJ \YJs io nlailllxill all rtllllol'lillll

pl.rcc. lrr rir r'l ,1.\(l;1/'1\'sL\ill flals' lhc cllorill

fl,'ll.ltr \'ilri!'s lfonl lllfac-'l!liIrrcls 1() l1c!cf ldss thilll

crL'-h:rlr'. 'ihr' on!' c\ccPlltrn ro iltis i: fortnd iir

ll|r,rrr,.r/rr'r,r lit)ttt1,l 147') 3 .'t in rrhicir lhc dotlgl)Lcfs

(rl a)(,./rril.r Ititri o'tlr iti)ll()\itni'lcl) r'trc-siriil t'l

iir< l.r.s. ll i\ illtrlct{;ll.! tlr ((rlllpilli'r this riltio

\\i1h lhtl [oLtnrl irt tlt.' r rrrlis ol Srr/r/ttx /t"r :rttd

I.ttripi,lts. ll lhc \\()rks o[ 1h('sr'\ t$(t nlil-"-wrigl)ts'

llli.: llrinciPil! llclols sl).lirk ill lixsl {tlrcc-(lllil crs ()f

lh!' lil'lcs. rvilh lr.-v,"r trofc lhiln ()uc qtlilrlc[ (1l 1hc

lirrr:s bcirt-q givcn to lil!' ( /rr'1r'! 'l'his (lcclilrc iu lh!)

iluportitt'tcu o[ thc ( /1.]r1rj' il1 drrmatic lilcraturc ts

11oticeal)lc. rlol only in thu Pclccntlgc of lilrcs allol-

t.rcl lo the C-lr/r1rJ, btlt also in ils rolc itl lhc cotlnie

ol rctir'tr. This poirtl \\'ill b!' disorrsscd latcr'

'r Itti 'l ASK ()1" ( tloRI.Glts w'l'l'lt

lrI':G)RD I () (lt()RUS

The procedure follorved by the Pocts wllerl

thcy wish'.rd 1o proclrcc a play [t ono of the dramxlic

leslivals was to scnd an application to the Archotr

Eportl'rttotts' the highcst official of l'hc Attic fedcral

state. It was lhen thc duty of tlte Archon to assign

tlrc poct a Cfutregus. a weolthy citizcn who had

to bcal' its a state tax' thc variolls costs of ths

Lc\tivd: ()nc cost being to pay thc sxpenses ol' a

('/rortts fr.rr thc poct ll was tlc C/totr'4rts rvhtr

sclfclcd thc Chorus puid for thcir traincr' cosl''r-

,r1es, ittlil llac{ alstt l() lrr{r'l(le iL ro()l'll for 1llJl'll

i() lt'.' lllr lehclrsitl: llle ( /]''l/-j3lrl srlccicd lhc

lilJ!!h.'15 (ri 1hc (,tttrr:lr Ir()llr lhc cili/ells ol Aihr:ns

'llttl rrctl 11-r1 111'r';11 lrtrtu alt) Darlicltlar ttibL' ils

l:uLl b:ctt tl:c ca:: ilt scic':tilt:l lrlctitbsrs (j! l!1J

riii!t; lir'-h;.; ch1'f1ls. S{!lllJ sel rri:rr'' litirrl :t lloss'iril

rl':li :t til:rlt t"li5!11 ltl$"'lr\Jr! ill l*t: ()r lllt't! 'rI

: 1. . . )i Jl .. ' ll{ tll. \-L't l r'_'

!! '.,i'll: | '.'inl ltt:'i''lrl t' :1\\rltn' th i l-5 li'l

, ilrr':r:ii'- l:r 'r 'r;l,rr'. il :rl.a I lrilr!' ci'1111rli1ili" I

', !i-_f] r:; (('llltlJ': ln:i!)ljtl\c:'\ l::r'i r!'lr'r'J \liLi{i \\:'\
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.I'H E IMPORT'ANCE OF :THE CHORAS

TN

FIFTH CENT U RY GREEK

Wircn the thcalr.c ol thc.I.\.\,enticth Ccot|l..v
reached its ntid-ccottrry mark. the tcndcncJ- of the
dranlatic critics n,as to nrake a tetrospective
cval[aiion of thcatrical accomplishments and clevclop_
nrcnts which had occnrred dnrin-s this great agc oI
scicntific expcrincnt and cliscovery. The fhcatrical
scene had bccn floodecl b_v ..isnrs" _ Rorttqnticistn
Nqftrnlistl, Expra.rioniom. R<,alitn, Syrttholi,sut,
Stut'ealism, Cuhisn. -Ihe theatrical cxpcrincnts, as
an cntity lty thcrnselves, hacl bccn exciling and
stimulating, but when comparative evaluations were
nrade with developmcnts of other eras, the feeling
of accomplishment diminished. ft was anothe,
"ism" of giqnt stature which kept looming into
the foreground, establishing a precedent which trracl
not been surpassed in this century, as it had not
been snrpasscd irr previous cenhrries. This ..ism,,

which has now become the standard measlrremeltt
for all drarnatic accornplishments is Classicism.
The Classicism to which wc refer reached its peak
in the 5th Century B.C. in the works of three great
traldc writcrs of ancient Grcecc, Acschyhr, Sophocles,
and Euripides.

The dramatic liferaftrre of 5th Ccnftrry
Grcece. unlike our modcm ptavs. was composed of
ntanv dramatic elentcnls which rvcre combined 1o
form harmonious ancl unificcl thcatrical productions.
One very important conlnoncnl of these proclrrctions
$as the dramatic Chorus. It is thc clrlrnatic C/rozrr..

TRAGEDIES

Byl
Ibrir.hbr I.. Al-I{hatib (ph. D_ )

Facultlt of Dnutur - li,:ry/u/orl Utit.crsitr

tvhicir cxistcd duriug thc tinrc of ..Jc.rr./r-r,1ar.

Soph<tclt's, ancl Eru ipitl<'s, witll tvhich rve shall blr
conc'crncd for thc p[rposcs oli this papcr, its general
dcvclopnlent and its techDical anl (lrantfltic tirrrc,
tions.

TTTE ROLE OF TIIE CHORUS
It is only naftlral thaf the dramatic Cloras

should play an inrportant role in Greek tragedy,
sincc trastedy is said to havc bcen derivcd from the
Dithy'onth rvhich was ..a choral ode in honour of
Diotlysus, set to a bfisk kind of rnnsig and sung
b-rr a troop of fifty ,garlrs as they danced and gcsti-
culatcd arcund thc sacrificial altcr.,'(l) The fifry
dancers of the dithyrarnbic Chorusbecamc the stand_
ard number for the Chorus of early tragedies.

In the first extant play of Aeschylus, I,he
Suppliants (490 B.C.), thc chorus was composed of
tlrc Filty Dtuglters of Danaus. FJowcver, rccorcls
jndicatc thar by 487 B.C. only thrce years after the
approximale prodrrction date ol I'hc ,\upplkurts,
ths lragic Chorus hacl bcen rcclrrcecl to twc,lvc. e.ithcr
bv ,4csclt1'lus or. by ole ol his confent pora ries.
Flickinger has stat(-'d that ,.the Clrr)i.lls ntust havc
Jirund it irksomc to nremorize tirc rvorcls. nrusic.
(lancc stcps. and stage busincss for so many plals ...
lo relieve this brrrdcn ,4csch1,lus (,r a conrenlpolarr..
divjdcd the Cfutreutqe at his disposal into four
groups of lwclvu each. assigning onc group as i.r

( horu'; lor each r.ri his foLrr plays.', (2)

(l) A.E. Hai-eh. 7'ht Trocic. Dt,utrtr ol the Greekt
(2)Ro1'C. Flickin.r.'r. 7-1,, 6;,.r',',- 't'h,.,rrrc orul Itt

Press. l9l8). p. 13:r.

(Oxford: Thc Clarerdon press. I896). p. ?-1.

I)rrrrrro (Chicar:r': Thr' Univcrsitr of Chicaqr)
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Pluic 3

l(ng of Molocco

1600

A portrait o[ a Moorish noblgrnlur scr]t
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lrkl Clcopfira, lor cxample, he refers to s()nlc /\rab

lands likc Syria ;:urd lraq. lr Act III, Sceuc 2

Cacsar sa-vs: "Hc hath escntbled Bacchtts. tlre

king of Paphlogoin- the Trakian Kilg Adalls, Kill-s

Manchns of Arabia." In Coriolzutts \vc find lltc
following sign:

"Werc in Arabia. ald thr tribc beftrrc hint.

his good srvord in his haud.''

Using thosc characters. Iigurations and signs givcs

us the idca of the elfectivc traces of tl]e civilizatiolt

of a certain part oi this wodd at spccific pcriod

of the history on othcr parts.. 'l'ltis lclds us Io

vcf morc knowlcdge abo[t thc intcr-collnec(ion of

two diffcrent cultures ill two dillcrcnl parls ol'

the world..

Wheu looking at a Moorish costrrllc. wc noticc

tht Arab characteristics. The teachcr -.. shows

Aaron dressed very much like the two sons

oI ........-......... in a long-slccvcd square-nacksd

skificd doblet alrd light fitting brcaches. (73)

1-he prccedin-r study rray bc vcr;' uscfttl for

anyonc rvho is involvcd in thc thcotrical licld'

espccially director and dcsigners. In intcrprctitrg

aDy play, lht dircctor has lo knorv th,l orisirr ol

clcry eharacter aud the origitt of cvcry figutatiotl

usecl il lhc play in oldcr 11r givc his rvotk tltc

ri-glrt lorm.

As Shakspcarc bortowccl Arabic Crllttlfc.

wc sct that sonlc Arabic Pocts artd dra'

nr.atists wljts al'fccled by his art 'l-hcy tricd io

rvrite ir a sinrilar slylc ld otl silllilar thcnlcs

Ahnrcdc Shawki, for cxamplc, wrole Moinocut Lu"vln

as parralcl to llomeo trrul ,lrlist itttd, fiIussru'

Clepatrt (Thc death of Clcol)atra) parralcl lo
Antonl' and Cleopalnt
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Syria, lvho hild 5ustained a lcnlpotilr)'Prlva'

tion of his mistrcss' is said ttr hlre hcalcd

his livcr, which had becu burnl uP bY thc

loss of her, coolcd and rcfrcshcd b1.' tltc

sight of her'" (67)

5. 'f!tE HOBBY HORSE

It is likcly thal ttre Elizabethans k[cu' this

lolk danct which rvas poPulilr lt that tilrc This

folk clancc originatcd iI North '\lrica ancl it ts

probablc thar thc Englistr bortr:wcd it from tlrcrc

Shaltespeare nrentions the "hoppy horsc" irt

Flanlet's spccch in Act 3' Scne 2:

"Bur by, Lady ire must build chulches

thal, o clse shall bc sutie not thir (ing orr'

with thc hoppy'hosc rvhosc cpitaph is [or'

O', thc hoPPY ihorsc is forgot "

Hc also De[tiolls it iu Lovc s Labou' I'ttst' Act I'

Sccne 2, when Moth saYs:

"Why, Sir, is ltLis such a piscc oL silroy

Now herc is threc str'tdicd arc'

thrice and how easy it is to pul' ycars

[o thi wold tllan clld sttldy thrcu ycals Iu

two words, thii ckuroing horsc wlll tcll

you."

Horircc H' lurncss, Jr' i[ hb loourote or

the dancitg horse dcolarcs lhat it is "the dcscrtp-

tion til.s, lvlorocco, banks trick-pcrluruurlg hor5c

which is larnous in Llizabuthan literature' ' (68)

Dyer cxplaiis that:

''-fbc hobby'horse: artothet pcrsonage

o[ tlrc morris dancu or May day' was occas-

ional.ly onrlttccl, artcl appcaru to haYc grvc

rise to a PoPular bau'1d " (69)

He <.lescribcs thc folk dance a-s follows:

"The hobby'horse was formc<I by Pirstc'

board ho$e, head, and high lrame nraclc

of richcr-work to ioin the hinder parts'

The was fzLstcned rotrirtl thc body of a tltan'

anil coverccl rvith a fcot'cloth rvhich ncarly

rcached the grountl. and eoncealed thc

ljgs (rl thc pcr{tlrtrrcr rvho displayer'l ttts

,,titit 
"''1u"'t'i-.:'" 

skill' rrnd PcrLonrlcd vJr'

irus ltrggling tt'icLs to thc illuuscn]ellt ol

tht b\ strlndcl. 
" (7{})

lt Otltclltt tircr' is :rnolhcr statcmcnt about

this ft.rlk clancc ln Ac't 4 Sccnc 1' Bianca'

aP""*Ul-n of l)csdcmona's handerchicf' says ttr

Cassit.r: "This is sonc urix's lokcn' and I mtlst

takc out thc wortri' Thcre gire it your hobbl

irolsc.. "

6, '[TIE UNICORN

Shakcspcare rncntiotls this strangc nlytholo-

gical animal iu sonc ol his plays ll is said that

the llnicorn was cotlltnou ll ono timc in Palcstlnc

arrd SYria

"A corrcspondent in Nott'ts and qttcrics

(3rd Scries' Vol ' VilI' p' 66) gave the

sums o[ some bruts' cndowed with irn'

mortality, that atc sometimcs rclerred to

iu mcclicvaI liLcralur€;-

Mohtmct altows tlrat into paraclise will be

admitted Abraharn s calf' Jona's whale'

Salonron's ant, Ishrxacl's rarr' and Moses's

ox: to thosc will be added Mohamct's dove'

the Queen of Sheba's ass' thc ProPhct

Salch's camcls and Bctkijs orckoo' (71)'

7. HE DAFf"ODII-

Shakespcare mcntions this {lowcr which was

klown as thc Roso of Sharon ald it was comrnon

in I'alcstine, of which Mohammed said: "He that

hatb two cakcs ol brca(l lct him sell one oI tbem

for a flower of the uarciss$' lor bread is the

krorl of dre bodn btrt narcisstts is tho lbod of

thc sotll." (72)

PAR'I' II'

coN C I't't sl()N

ljrom thc prcvious discussiotr ond can conc-

ludc that Shakcspearc !'its vcry larrriliar *ith thc

Arab rvorlcl in onc wav or aaothtr' ID Atll('|l)'
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oi pigcons bcLc.' [r r\ei l. 5""tts -\ ol llotttt'] tuttl

lulie(, rhe clovc is u-sed synonyl[ously Iot a prgc'lt'

whcre rirc [ursc is repleseBted as "sittilt-u trl tlrc

sur uldcr l,iro dovd-housc \r'ali ilar(irlg rlr 'i lld

lSints oj Sltukasp?a/'.', dcclas.s that:

"ln Egypi, tbc latc Abbas Pilsha was a

great tancier of larrtails, Many pigeous atc

kept at Cairo a.nci CoustaltloPle' It hab

becn statcd tlut thj abscDce oi a gatl-

bladder in pigeons is compensatcd lor b)

tllc extraordilary dcvclopme[t o[ thc clop

by rc aid ol rvhich the lood be':oncs str

thoroughly digesled ... Shakespcare has

alluded to this pe,;uliarity ard tlre digestiYc

or€ans of pigcons iu Ha$lcl, wherc tbe

prince says, 'l anr pigcon-liver'd. and lacK

gall to make oppressioD bitter.' "

The Barbary pigcon is one o[ thosc varielics

whose history can be tlaced back for a considerablc

period; it was cccrtair y wcll-kuorvn in Eugland

during the l6th century. (65) Harting concludes

that there is a relation betweeri the dovcs oll

Shakespeare and what the Prophet Mohanined rrscd

to do with his doves:

"It is rglated that Mohalned had a dove

which he used to fecd. wiqh wheat orrl, ol

hjs ear, which dove, when it was hmgry'

liglrted Mohamed's shoulder and thrust its

bilt in to find its brcaekfast-".(6(r)

There alc otbcr placcs whcre doVcs arc neit'

tione<I. In Act 4. Sccne 4 ol A Whncr'-t 'l ule,

thcre is the lbllowing lirs:

"As soft as do!t''s dowtl. uld as whirc aL ir"'

ln Act i, ,Scene 2 ol Mitlvurtttttet Night.t Dteun'

Bottom says:

"That I will irar .' as gjntl-r as any

sucking dove."

ln Henr;- V I Port I I l. lhe r!' is. "And dor'+ rvill

prck. jn rsateguard o[ lhcir brood." ln '\cl 3. Scenc

l3 there are other lings in lhc same vcin. In 7'lrc

Merclrcnt ol Venire. Acl 2. Se.'nc 2. thdr!'is this

lin.: : "l hlLlc hclc a dish r)l' dov's lilllt \\ould

b.Js.o\\ ou your rvorsi:ip.- llr / i"r'lrrs tnl ( rctsid''t

l'n!'! ll tllere is: "Some pigccrn: l)nvy: a ctlLrpic

oI sh(rrl-lcg,qc(l hcns. as gount of ttrLttttu ally plott

lirllc ..."'

+. IHb LTVER

tL is sairl lhaL thc livcl is tho scat o[ Iovc

lirich lras sitrcc.alcienL limcs bceil lr folk salulg'

i)yci !'splains t'lut:

"tsy a Popular nolion. thc livct lvas

aDcicntly srsllpr:rscd Lo b!' tllc scirl ()i lovc'

a s[pcrstitioll to lvhich Sltakespearc ltc-

huently aUudes."

In Act 4. Sccnc -i r.r/ Lovc s Ldboltt l 'osl,

Sbakcspcarc uscs thc sxilri:ssion !vhc[ I]ilol] attcf

lis(cnin-!: to ('onguird s 5onllct, riluarks: "'lhis ts

thc liver vein which nu-kcs llcsh A grccl goosc'

r g\)uJcss Ptli(. lltLr'.'iJolatrl a tlcit;." lrr MuJt Alo

Aboul N<rlhittg, liriar I'r'aucis says: "l cver lovs

had intereit irr lris livcr" In As Yc,u l-ika 1".

lLosalin<J, proltssing kr bc able to curc liYc, which'

hc says: is metcly a matlttcss, says Oriando: "Wid

I tako tipon mc to wash yottr livcr as clcan as it

sound sleep's hcat, that shall not bc ons sPot oI

krvc irr if." f n Ac( A Scerlc 4 ol 'l rtelfth NiSht'

ths Dltkc, spcaiiing ot womau $ lgve, says: "fhcir

love may bc callcd appctite. No molion of the

liyer, but the palatc.--" In Act 2' Sccnc 5 of thc.

samc play, Iriabian alluding to Olivia's strpposcd

leltor to Malvolio. says ; ".fhis wins hirn, livsr

and all." ln 7 he Mery Wives oi lyitulsa't', l'tslol

aliudds to tii livcr as bcing ttlc itrspircr trl anrotous

parsion, lor, speaking o1 l:ulstafl he refcrs ti) hrs

loving Pora's wilc rvilh livcl burniug hot'

D()usg says :

"-Ihcrc is srrnt6 rcasdtt f()r thitlkirg that

this snpcrstili(xl uits borlolvcd frolll tllc

Arabian physician. or at least ldapted by

. thc'rn: for, in the Tttrkish talcs. il]l anlololls

, ,lailor is rrad 1o adclres; his uifc b1 titles

rrl thosc corner rrl mt livr'r, and sottl oi

nt-v livc. and. in otacr pllccs. llrJ king ('i
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'\r4bl( nxllrc rs 'klarrub' all'd its E!g[L\h t|ur\lall(-'rl

i. il ('otirlo-go s ljistiolar) as caroii, ruciulilis billi
pods, ttrc bread crf st- Johj] in drc rviLcictttess- or

ol thc prodigal sol1. (6) it is krt,.rrvrr lhar thc Plallt-

carob, gtorvs in lhc -Arabialt desort aud thc Arnb

B;douin usc its ft-uit as ncdicirtr:

.r. lJlRDs

Whcu rclctrittg 1o d1c r\rabiail trcc. dlc Pliocni\
*us nrcntioned. [t is saiel ll]al this bild livccl ottll

in Amb cotmtries ror.rlc litrrc agtl. Legcnds sttys

thlrt fhc pl ocdx uscd trr appcxt itr -ig)pl cvcry 5,J()

years. tllough thc irltcrvais vary gre$lly irr diflcldnl

uccounls. The phoeuix is dcscribr-d by Arabic folk'

Iorc as a very tall. hugc bird. The Arabs ttscd to

say in dscribing something los(. that thc phocrrix

i)ad takcn tlte Lhing hi-gh in the sky.

1'he phocnix is menfioned ir l1t'ru y l'l11 wh,-'tr

Cranner lclls how :

"The bid o fwondcr dies. lhc maiden

phoenix, he ashes now creatc anothcr hcir.

as great in admiration as hcrselt'."

Again, in lTenry l'1, the Dukc of York exP-tains:

"My ashcs as the phocrlx, lray brines li)rth

A bird that ltvcnge upotr you all"

Once rrorc in Heny lul, Sir William Lucy. speakirtg

ot Talbot and those slain with hin. predicts that :

"FroDr the Ycl] earliest ljlues there ha\'e

been cottnllcss traditiotls respccting tiri$

woundcrlr.rli bir(l: dlt$ its longcvity l1ll$

been estimated from thrce htll)drcd to

filtcon hultclrccl )rears, and alnong thc

varions localitics assiglc as its llolllc arc

Ethiopia- Alabia. EgyPt and lndia " '

l)yer declarcs lhat there was onc Pirocnix in thc

world and fiat bird livcd in Arabia. (61 )

Shakcspeare. thcn. rvas amuscd by thal fahtl-

lous birtl and cL,nsitlcrcd it al Arabian bili lrr

,lntrtttt utvl ('lct)lrtrtlt ii.- rtscd this lra{ltlant pllritsd

f'!r th!' pho.'l]i\. r'l thich bltl (nlc lvas stlPPo$(l

{r) .\ist al a tin:c. Agrippa iD Act -1. Sct'nc ? sals:

".\rltolt). (-. tii()u :\rattii.ru bird -..". fot lhc Ptirp(rl.('

trl rirsulib,ttg \lltollv as a great tllan atld tuc' ttl

lr is kirrtl.

ill .lJ ) (xl Lii.' ,//, Shu.ticspcate rclcr\ to lllc

irigr:r,'tr ls n irilbiall bitrl, too l:ttmcss, Jr' itl itis

!lur)roti(xt ()lr lilc cxprcssion sa)s drat "lhclg calr

u!' vcry litlid rlotlbi lllili lhis piguon did, as liro lralrlc

ituplics, conlc (o tls (l(' tnglarl(l) origirrally lrolil

Lhc i\olth Airica unc. was lilst kilo$'tl as [l]t

llIr'boI] l)igc0n, 
' (61)

"l{osalitlcl: No. l1o. Orlillldo: oren alc

April whcrl thcy woo, Dccctttbcr wircrl thcy

wcd: tlaids arc May whcn lhet atc mards,

bui thc sky chalgcs rvhctt thcy arc wivcs:

I rvill bc rnolc jcalots o[ thcc tl']atl a Barbary

Oock-pigcon ovct his hatrr . "

Iiutncsr, Jr. sonlmetlts on thcsc linss t'hat

Iiarbary ilsclf irnplics oricntal rvalchlnlrtcss and

jcalosy. (03) Dyct curphasizcs th.rt thcsc bir:ds livcd

ilr thc AIab cotttlfrics;

"As carricrs, thc'sc birds havc bccn uscd

lrom a very sarly dalc, and thc castlc o[

thc BirJs. ut Bagdad ... I:rkcs ils t)anrc

.front thc pigcon-PosL whiclr thc 11e1k5 o[

thc convgnt cstablishcd 'l-hc building hlts

orulnblcd into rttins long a-uo by the lapsc

of limc. but ths bird mcsscllgJrs ol llagtlad

bccantc cclebla{cd as lat wcstrvard its

crccce, afld lverc a rcgulal comn]grclar

bljtwecn thc distalt palt oi Asia Mioor"

/\rabia, anll tho Easl " (64

ht litus tltuktnitLls; Act 4. Sccne -i. ifittts''on sc!'lns

u clown cnler \Yith twa plgcons. says:

'{Ncw. r'utrs flolr hcaven. Marctls thc

Pctst is cotnc. Sirah- rvhat ritlings'

I{avc lrlu anY Iittcrs."

lrrt.rnt lh.: satrrt llJa1 i: cotr bc :eJ'r th:!t i1 \tas

lupparerttll cusl()tnxr)' t(t -l::\'c rt pair. ol prgeons

rJ a Prcsjnt. 
-Iltc ckr$'n sitls to Sirlrlmi!5 iu"'\ct +'

Sc-,n.'-l: 'l lrarc Lrrrrrrglrt \ou :r iJltet and a crtttPl,:



It ts also bciicicti tLa! rhe ilrararicr oi ijaloiall

can be comparcd to fartrous [,'e rsonalil i('s irr cllssicai

Arabic lileraturc.

P A R'T I I;

tI 1?. A B IC l' O l. K LO Il I)

ln this scctioll examplcs arc givcn of sc\'!'nll
clemcrts belon-qing to r\rabic folklorc rvhich rvcrc

used by Shaftespcare in his dialogucs for.thc pLrr.pos.'

of describiug acLiotrs or c,\prJising culo(ions.

I, T'ERF'UMES

Tbe Eoglish dranatist rncntioirs Arabic pcr-

funres in Mucbeth tv dcscribc 1hc strct)gth ol thc

blood's smell which covcrs Lady Nlacbcth's itdnd

altsr the ruurder ol Du[ca. It is cvidcn[ that

he used thc explession on lLle bsliel tha! Arabi.
pcrfurnes wcrc dre bcst and tho strongest. .ll1 i\ct f,
Scenc l, Lady Macbcth rays:

"-Llere's tl1e smell oI tj.re blood still, all
the pcrluncs oi Arabia will uot sweeten

this little hand. '

It seems that Arabic perfulres were well-known by

tlle Elizabeihans, {or other L,oglish pocts also ncu-
tion ttren in Lheir wolks in the samc scnsc as

Shakespearc used thcu. Horaco I'1. .burncss, Jr.

declares in a footrlote how the Elizabctiran por.rrs
-'... somctrmlrs pleasiog his llaginalion with the gcnllc
gabs, lade[ with thc balmy spot oI tbc east, alld

breathing sabsrur odours llom the sp.icy shores ol

Araby the blesl." (57)

2. PLANI'S

Shak€spdare rctcrs to thc Alabiall trce '

several times in his plays and prjems. ln acr.

Scene 3 of Tlte Tentpest. hc says:

"A living drollcl norv I rviil bclicvc thi,t

there are unicoros, that in Arabia therc is
one trca- lhc phucnir, throrv onc phtrcni.r,

at thc hour rcignitt,r thir..'
kr 'l'he Phoetti-r oLI tltc l ttrtlc, bc \iJ\\'

"Let the bird of loLrdcst dar

u[ Ll].jre 50ul ..\i:llltdu (fci,

lleraill satl aDd trrunpct bc

L o rvlrosc s'-rltud chas:i' ('bij . '

It bils bcclt su-lgcslccl thiL( ShirkespciLrc rri.rs LclcLrilr

tlli palnl ircc as thc "Arabian trcc". llc uhi't)s
conjrccls thc ^,\rabi:rIl trc.r r.;ith thc t)l)oclri\. ljt!
. .iabiau bird.

".\s lhcic is onlv a singic plrrrcnir

throna. thc .\rabiatl lr!.'.r, lhis labrrloLr:

birrl ancicntl_r, c()l]llcc(c(l rvith a pirinr 0l

thc Arabiau rvildcrncss. as 1llc iirllowin!
li[cs inply: llt thc sorllll cour]lrcc is il

miLnerc planc thal is altu,-r in thut iyrrclc:

iur(l sonlc othct: sprvngcth nt!' c(rntytll

thcrnol: blrt rvhcu this palnre is so ol(ic

that it paylyth all io ragc: thcn oflcr il
guyknyth rld spcyu_syth aycn ol its.lll
Thcrecforc mcn took lhat l:eni,\ that ii a

b)tradc ol' Arxbia heth lhc nanre' ol rhis

palntc ol Arabia." (58)

What Oihcllo says about the Arabian tre|j in Act 5,

Scenc 2 is rclated to the origin ol his character imd

shows lhc Arabs' use ol the gum ol this trcc as a

rurcdicine:

''OI ouc, wolc Sabba'd cyes

Abbci usc Lo thc rrrcking nrodu

l)rops tcars as last as ths Arabian trccs
'fhc.il mediciuablc guminc."

Kururcth Muir citcs thc fact that Shal,cspcarc wi-ru|l
Itavc lound i-Lr ths sanrc soLrrcc (Holiand's translutioJl

of Piirl)'s Nutut-.l Ilistor!) an accoullt ol the ce!)-
quhtda, ol thc r\rabia[ trcc and oI thc nrinss t,l

sLtlphur. Hc argQcs lhat th.: ArabiaD trcc c()lltf,
lrom Ovicl (Mclanlr). (59) ln Acr i, Sqcrc -l (,1

Olhcllo, lago, spcaking to IJodrigo of his cleter.nrinii-

tion to oxilc the jealousl ol Oth!'ilo, sar's:

"Thcse Moors are changcabi.' in tlteii lills.
Fill th1'pursc rvith mon1. -fh,'fo,rd rlrar tr,
hinr lorr is as lrrscic,.rrs as loctrrts_ sltall bi

to irim shortlr as bittcr rs cokrquiniir.lr.'
-lhc k,irrsts aro tilc fluil of thc c:rr,.rb triJ - iit!
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\\ ^r-\ ()t :it1in! (nt (hc _qroLlnd

_' I lll: t,]t l\( l ol- \lot{occo

No !fcitt ciirrrl is l!-qitircd to dise()\.'f ljtlt
llr! l'}fir]c; ol \'lor(rcco in l'ltc llttilt<r:t pj I ciLitL'

ir ln \r'lrb Irilla!.: lirc cltitfaclct c.ll!'5 ttr,ru illr
,.'rir coulrilr: urril h,: !tirlsill dccllir.,,'s his lti!:i(,ltirli l

rir iris spc!'ch itr /\et :. Scr'nc 2 rvhtn h.' suls

''Ql rviLlc Arabia a lhtrLtlugh la|c's DrrN

li)r pr-inccs 1o conrc lo vicrv lair Pollia . ."
'l-irkin-r a lor,k ut Ihc ori-!inill sorrrcc of thc plar-

thc colrilcctiorl b.i\yt'ctr It l) rvhctc 1he' cvctrts lakc
pllcc a tl l lrr' ,\r'ab countl i!'s ir North Al rica is

clcar l

"l'hc most productivc sourcc lbr this

ptr),is a novclla by Ciovauli l:iolcntin() -*
tvhich rppclrcd in a collccclion of his

crititlctl i/ l'ec:oro (Tlrc Big ShccP. ur
collouinlly. Tlre Dig FoorJ) in 1170.

Tirc Mclchant of Venicc is thc filst stoly

of lhe fourth day ... Thcre was in lilcrcncc

in thc horrsc of thc Scali a mcrohant nantcd

llindo wl)o had hccn 1o Tala tnd Alexandlirl
sc\rcral ljntcs and on all thc grcaf lrildinB
voyigcs ... oo it happcncd llrat two ol his

dcal Ilicnds walr{cd lo voyage to Alcxandria
wjtil their merchlnt ships, as was l.hcir

c|lltotr cvcrv ycar. 1'hey askecl Ceinroto
(Bittdo's voungest sorr) wh.'thcr h,j rvtluld

carc l(\ anlttse hirnscll by r:oin,q with lhcrn

io scc the rvodd. cspecially Darnascus and

that pnrt ol the rvorld." (53)

l:ldrcd '1 orrso dcscribes thc backglouncl oi lhc pla;
as Jollrlvs :

'llabl-vt prcpaiccl tlrc cljntat. ol idccas on

r', irjcir llc!ocrrl's drantit5 ()l lr(l\ctti rcs wd[c

l() tllr'ic\c. l-lis sailor's dllcoLIttcrs \\itll
pjratc\. lvl()ot islt kinlls. lcno-tac1es. lliritor.,
.rntl ordinan Christiln sailois rerirt,n.^

Iorc,'rr' corrvcrsiorr. plr'ridcd a baak3f,)unJ

r: asrouil(itn lor tlij (lfajnalj\1: Io c\{'lrc.
Whcn Shrltrik rnu),). ()n the risl;s inr,ri,,rd

in \rt()nio's bL)lrd. lrrl i0slancc, hc had an

ill-qosv lo 1-lipoli. anroir-u olhcl places ...

Onc lccorrnl lr(rrtr hi\ l)irScs (tJakhlJl) is

ciicrl 1rr slror! tirc lind ol l]lalcrial tltat
r',orrld hlr',-. cllu-!l lhc c.\c of a gcncrfll

I('ld!'r. oI l plll\ \\,r'i-!lt1 itlorvsirg for I-.ack"

!r(rulr(l nrxicriill (rn ihc Norlh ,\llican t:adc.

Its ti{lL' alorc is sri-ltssli\(' ol ils contcnl:

lhc vor,rgc nrltl.' to 'l ripolis irr llar'baric,

in 1hc Ycur 1583. " (5,1.)

'l-hc I)r'ilc.- rrI Morocco is d.-sclitr,".rl in lhc lcxl as

ir lawny N{(ror in o|tler io (lisiillcnish hin frrrnr

llrc black Mtrols. Thc plav shorvs thtl this chaf-
rclcr is l lightcr who tierfcatccl llrc Ottonran amrl
{hlt'c lirnes. I-Ic is passionllc tDd gcltorolrs. rcad}-

l() olfclc cvcry valLrahlc lhing L() gairr P()rtiir's favoLtr.

llc is scnsitive arrtl docs not wilnt to lrsc- Ilc is

flir and a-srccs to Ilorlia's colditirxrs.

lhc slofy ol Ju{tin! a 0ouncl ol hUnran llcsit
cirn be liru cl i thc ori.''tltl li{r'laturc and it
aplrcarcrl irr Iirrglish litelature h 1320 in Curror

Muru[i.

l. () -rF_lt ('HAItACI'I]ITS

.lt is bclivcd lllat /\ron lhc Moor in Titu.'
zlrdritrticu|; is i|lso aD Arxbic Iigu|c. Altlrough hc

is not a Moslcm, hc is sliil frorr Norlh Afrca.

Bradlcy <lesclibcs 1l)is pcrson as Lollows ;

"Nor{ no ole rvlto re ads l i(Lrs Arrdronicus

wilh an opcl] rrrincl can doubt that Aloll
!vas, in our scnsc. black; and ltc appdarcd

to havc bcijn a Negro. 'li) nlcnlior no'

thing elsc. hi: is lrvice callcd coal-blaok.

his coloLrr is corrrparcd wjlh tl)al ()f a tavcn

rnd a s$,an; .. . ,vct hc is ',\ron thc Moor'
jus! a5 Olircllo il .'Otlrclh lhc Moor'. In

lhc baitl. ol' AIcaziLr (D)lc's fcelr-, p. -1ll)
Mullr thc Moor i: callcd thc Nc!ro." (55)

. \ trl()(rdslr \,,ornan cillr bc lorrnd in I lr Mtrtltw
t)! l'.ni(c. Sh.' is nrerrtioned t.J Si!c lhc pr()duccr

.nott,:h t rcLr..: 1,r iurrrxlLrc.r lt0r ,,I ihe !fate a:
;1 I.iL(1.. -ir.t-!,,.itililr.r (S6)
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1.4 Pr(rductiorls ol 0lhe lLo

Although Starislavsky. rhc l{rNsian dircc:or.

did not discLrss rhc back-q|ound of Othello in hi:'

book on producin,lr thc plal'. hc rcicrs lo Olhr-:llo s

nalionalily by dcscribing his coslunrc in scrcrll
sccnes. ln iris inslnrcliolt to Acl -1. Sccnc l. ltc

rncntions Othello's national costumc:

"Ot.lrcllo lics rvilh th,.' back of his lrcad

tLrI1lcd l() lhc aulicncc (his actirl-! coltsists

only 0l' crtcs rvhilc he-rc is llic lDiliD rct-

ing). Shc has takcn lhc Arab kcrclriel olf
his h,-'ad (if I anr nol nrislalicrr hc *cars

his national costuote ir'r this sccn!-l) " (4-l)

In Scene 2 of thc sarnc act, he el'nphasizc(l that strlc-

nrcer)t iD saying that "Olhello, full of ioy. cntcrs

thc study, throrvs off thc kcrchicf li.rrm his h.'u(I.

thc Arab gown hc rvea$ aud sils down to work." {-1:)

Win-cate clcscribcs .SaLvarti's Othclkr as thlusl

asids the nobler inclinations ol ths srrlruci I'or lltu
vigrrrous inclination ol the barbaric scuscs, airtl tlt.up-

ping the poctic siclc of his bravc rvarrior. lhc hcro

who could wio thc tcndor lovc of l-Jcsdcmona ancl

Ihc affcctions ol' Cassio." (46) Salvani insists that

lago must bchavc as thc n1osl faitirlirl, |nrstworllry

ald sinccrc husbarrd so that Othcllo trully bclicvcs

thc murder of lris bctraying rvifc is l uccissary cxccu-

tion. Thc ltalial] acbr hacl a good rcsculal physitJuc.

significanl \oicc and a trcmcrxlo s curolioflal intcn-

sity which made hiul oncc of thc bcst actors evcr to

Play the role. His Moor rvas recogrrizcd ils a rnaslcf-

piccc of passion.

Thc Amcrical Ncgro actor. lra Alrid-sc. u,as

nrorc novcl in plal,ing Olhello. bccausL: hjs rvilc wir,

white. ''Hc cnrphasizctl iris l;lackncss in rhc lrlc.
nraking a visual poinl ol cuclosin-g D:sdemona's ulritc
hcad ir his black rlark r,nc: though Iike Salvirri.

hL. trcatcd Dcsde'rnorra roushl)' al thc en(1.-'(-17)

.\ldri.l5,'s capacir-! li'r l)r,'icLlin,' 5lr('l).: cor,,li(\n.

cnablcd hinr l() -!riyr a rnoritt!r fctJirLnLritc.;. "fli:
lloor rlas a n()blu chirri.lclar - lan{l\--r' llrrd ilra-r]c.

aclruirable and pitiablc- culnt :rnrl tcr:rpc\ri)1s -
!rll(r lovcd Srcall) arld rltJlr't'.'rl .r--rrni.:ir':lr. 1-iSr

-Ihc lilc oI Etl*in Fotrcst, thc grci.ll -.\nr.flcin

rragcdian, parallclcd Othcllo's, itr thrt l)J als() c\i).-
ri:nccd rlcccptitur iu trtarriagc: "... l{is licf\cs arlJ

iibrrs had bs('I slrctclicd to 1l]cicr' 1lll(]sl lcirstt,n

.tl ag()11). iLnd all his lincr scnsibilil)' had bccn

toulufL'd and arvakclt'cl. l-{is a,qc rvas lorl}-foitr -
about Olhclkis agc rvltcu lie rvirs plaling thc rolc.

lhc ..\rrglo"Saxon rvolld rcr!:arded hir:r as casill

ihc 11r(ist powcrlul O(hcll() ",,"t K"r',. {4tr;

I\4alving' Roscnbcrg in / /r<' Mqs|s oi O{/(ll"
(lcclrrcs thal Ed\yin Boolh. lhc Enslish i.:clor. \!lts

ablc trr lift Olllcllo $bovc thc 'troublu' to il scn\j

ol' lruc gricl by transrrritlins lhc wild. sprrk. cxtra-

vagarics of passiou ol thc 1]i|r'l] l(crrt M(x)r' ini('

c0rotio|ls lrol'c fclt. lcss slrr:wn - tllro glt a n]oic

ltol)llcn)anly cxirlcssion of rguish. (50) Roscnbcril

bcltevcs that "thc Oricntal imagery which Booth

cmphasized iu his rnakc-up, in his mclancholy. attd

irr his aclor's feeling of the Moor's kinship with

rryrlcly cnchrnicd his prrtisans rlmosl too

nruch." (51)

Arlhnr C. Spraguc conparcs Ednlund Kcal'5
portrayal of Othcllo with the perforrnanccs of olhcr

aclors:

".I(emblc, indcod, is said to llavc rc-

nrarked that if the justness of ihc conccption

had been but equal to the brilliancy of the

cxecution it wonld havc been pcrlcct. bt|t

Ihe \'r'holc thin-a was a nrislakc: tllc fact

being that Othelkr was a slow nralr The

Anrcrican tragcdian -fhornas Ctnper was ol

nruch thc sanrc opini0D. Even flazlitt
lhou-eht the chilr4c1cr misconceived. ( )t hello

\\' s lilil: brLl thal js no1hin!, hu \\'as

black; but lhar is rothin,s. But hc rvas nol

ficrce, alrd that is overything. Only at thc

cnd docs thc Moor givc wa\ tn ra-r:c arrd

dcspair; rvhcreas l(can rvas all pirssion - lorr

unjfcJrmll" {)n the' \'frge ()l extra\,{l-

gancc." (52)

\\'hcn Olir'icr protratcd Othcllo. he dcnronstrlrtcil

:r lot ('l Olllello" .\rahic clrlrracteristic. ir\ '..i!5

,-ltur in hi. c(rslll],lre. iI hi: ilc.cs:orics lnd in liir
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of a l6lh ccnttr) lvloodsil uoblc - I lllill) wh()

lud bccn seni b!' thc KiLrg of N4orocco Io Quccrr

Elizrbclh iD 16(10 - sho\\s that this \'loorish

chrraclrr rvn" att ALltb bolh in his f!'alrlr.s Jll(i in

his drl'ss (Piltc Nr't. l)

It is clcar thitl r!tc tite'nr,"' of ()//i.t/,' is bascd

r'ru jcalously 
- irr i:s slr()ngcsl scllscs - iuld ils

cl'fccct r-rn nrlin's Ituh vj{)tll. 'l'o sltow sttch lL tlr,-:nt:'

Shillcspcll'c choso his hcrtt iis atl Affican I(]\cr.

u;cll-acquaille d lr'ith lltc slrenllih 0f lovc- [{c chosc

hinr as a Bcdottiu to cnrPlrasizu his violent ctlro:ions'

I'Jc chttse hint ls a nriliiaty rllilll to short' lrir

lclnfcralnenf.

Othcllo is not a ronrartic figurc' but his on-n

naturc is romantic, "Hc has watchcd witlt poclic

cye thc Arabisll ltccs dlopping thcir rlcdicinablc

gum." (34) Ilc is primitivc. native and conscions

of his conrplcxiou :

"To 'Sir Edmnnd Charnbcrs. Othcllo is

the siurple opcn-hcartcd soltliet' ... a gra-

cious and doomcd crcaturc who is an easy

victim. For l(itlrcdge, h'.' is a hcnric and

sitnplc naturc pttlti;rg iirll trusl in twc)

friends, both of whorr) bcttay lri.m' thr: otro

itt angry malice llag(t thc other by wcak-

ncss and sclf.sccking (Rodrigo)." (35)

'Io William Hazlitt, "Thc nalurc of 1he Moor is

noble, confi<ling, tcnrlcr. atrd gstrsrous: but his

blootl is of thc nrost ittflanrinable kinct " (36) Otltclltt

is not gortcl-bokittlt; tt,,r ltttttlsontc of facc. Ilc has

ilignity aitrl nobillty- I'Ic has a dccp and lcsonanl

voicc. Calcr-ilgc bcli,:ves lhat "Othcllo lnttst llot

bc conrirlcrccl il\ i! llcirro. bLrt .L hlgb atrll crhilalrt.rtts

Nloolish chiil. Shrrkcspcatc lcarnctl tlrc spirit r':l

thc char&ctcr irolr thJ SPanish Poctry." (37) l{ugo

thinlis llr:!t Othello ... "is a grcal. he is dignilicd-

)ic .is rnajcsti';. hu ro:!fcs aboYd all hcil(ls. hc has

an cscort bfirvcrl.'(33) llradl'r."- dcscribcs Othcll1t

as [ollor',,s :

"So lle ci,rr,is beforc lt:. dark and griLnd.

wjth a !i-ghl upt'rr l,i lr.r,'n] lll'r irlrt) \\lli'fi
he ivas i;t'rit: btt, ilrr iongll :itltitig' lttd ltrtr"

glic\c. scll-crrrLifollcd. \tccic(l by tltt' cryc-

tictlc., of coLtnlrics pcril' lrnrdship ald

\icissiltrclcs. ilt ollc(' simplc and statcly in

t'caring ancl irt sp-'.'clt. a grcal nan natttrall)

'ilod!'st 
hul t'ttllr consciotts of his wortlr'

prottd of ltis sctvic.' lo thc s{ate unY/avccl

b1 digni:arics {nd trnc'lat!'d b1' honours' sc-

crttc. il 'ivtrtt!tl sr'rlrl lgrinst all dangcr front

rvilhottt 0ttd lll rcbclli(rn frout witltin .

In acttlititrrr hc has lilllc exprcssion of lhe

cornrct prodtrcts ol' civili?ed life. and is

igrloranl of Fttrollcittl wonlcn . In thc

sccoucl placc. ft)I all his digrlily tttcl massivc

calm (and ltc lrrls glr:ater dignil)' than any

olhcr of Shakcspearc's nrcn). he is by

naturo fttll of lhc nrost vchemen{ pas'

sion," (39)

Ilirr(ll( v corlcltt(l(s .his dcscripti()rl thuL Otltello's

nature is ull o[ onc piccc. l{is trust, whcn hc lnrsts.

is absolutc. l{csitation is almost inpossiblc 1o ltim,

'fha{ is whitl. makcs him nnllcablc material in the

hands of lago. (40) Although the play conccntralcs

orr jealorrsy as thc tuail.l thclnc, soltlc criticti think

tbrt Othcllo is nol a jcalotrs man. bttt dominatcd

by iealousy 3s a counterpart of lust and not a
corntcrpart ol lovc. "He tlinks mcn houest thirt

but scelu to be so. \Yhcn hc describcs himsclt tt
lhc cn(l ol thc play as onc not casily icalotts bttt

bcing rvrcugth pclplexil i|r lhc cxtroDrc. hc is ncar

,- :tttlit: had he saitl 'ttot nattttalll' ratllcr thall

'uot casily' hc wottld hlrvc hit thc ccDtrc" (41)

Jonus also thilrks that Othcllo's jcalottsy is lrol scli'

:rr1r{-'raied but a rusult oi dclibcra:c plan b.r lago

('.R. Eliol stllles llta1 "tht chici clrl'lsu ol Othcllo s

ckruDlall is uot his jcllottsy bLt: tlr,j lacl lhl|l hL

con..:.-als it lronr rll ctlucsntcr! - clccpt hi:; eril
()thcr sell- la-ro. b1' reitsott {t- ltis P (|e,"(11)

"1h,.: characicrization ol Oll)cllQ i5 ttlc
(t ShitkcsPcarc's !rcaic-'I. Workin! \! iillirl

ths irantcr!ork of Clinthitis narrati\!'.

Shdiespealc lril\ crciilJli a ttil.nic hero rrho

is both ttohlo lltrtl hrtmal." (J3 )
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dowT] with it i!]lo the strecr io pl4y r\,]i,ll

my brothers, wherl a tlll black slave

slatched it Lronr nty hand. sitf in-!. .l]o\\.

did you gct rhis ?' I saiti, ,My tather
travelled 10 Bassra for it and brourrhl il
t0 my rnoihcr | -.. ,, e7)

In comparing thc nlors of thcse slor.ics rvirh cach
()thcr. one can scc clcadl thc following sinrilar.itics:

(a) Thc faitht'Lrl wilt who is kiltecl rvt,n-shrlh
lor sl.rspccicd adulter].

(b) 'Ihe villaiu who phvs a tolc irr dclivirry
1he husband ihat his wil'c has bctn
unfaitlrtul to hi;n.

(c) The discovcry of thc innoccrrcr.r ol' thc wife
afrcr Lcr rlcath.

(d) In Othc o, Shakespcarc uscd rbc hantl-
kerchicf as thc nrcxrls by lvhich lhc vjlllirr
cxecutes llis plot; while in thc Arobic
story, the writer uses thc lhrec applcs for
some purpose. (28)

We notice that Shal<espeare nraclc sigrrificant chan-
ges to Cinthio's story concerning the hanclkcrchiell.
"Cinthio had only nentioned a handkcrchief which
he (Iago) knew the Moor had givcn hcr, l.inely
embroidercd in the Moor.islt I'ashion, and which
rvas precious to Desdemona, nor less so 10 the
Itoor ..." 1Zl;

1.2 The BackglounLl af Otlullo

It is said that thc .Elizabetbans had plcnty
oI opportunity to sec N4oors, both il] North Africa
and ir England. 'l he Nortir Alrican sccnc was
vcry producfiYc r:f drarnatic sctiilgs lbl thc
liizabcthan drarrir.tist. lor it providcd h;rrr with
a rearJy-matJa sourcc oi conllicls in the elashes
bc:r.vcen Chrisiianity and Isiam. ..No \r,on(lcr thcn
that the dranatists uscd Nonh ,{Iricit - coirrrrr0]]l.,
called Barbar-v - as thc \'.rnNJ oi tir!,ii itja:s.
nhile quite oltcn pain:ing !h:ir charact,:is as
they came fronl 1a,:thcr soilth.''ij{)) 'l-her r'r,., uied
l0 call thc North Africlrr coti,lli.ies. siiuh es fr.ipr.:ii.

r',s Bar:bary. Thcy relcr 10 lhosc pjaccs in thcir

boolis on thc volagcs tr.r Africa il thc l6tir ceniurr
sulr as irr Jolrn Lco's book. '1-lre ll:st<1t\.okl !)!se
ti1tt.:tttr ol ,l iri'rrr. rvhich \vas lrublishc(l in llaif irr

I 550 :

"Lois Whiincv nrakcs a strong cir-cLtlr. s-

1iln1i0l case sho\r'in.q l!tat Shal(,:spcilrc not
ottly u-scd I-L-o's inl'Orntirllotl cn th. ch3l.i!c-

iirr oi l\4oors - tlrarving the chalactcr of
Oflrcllo. but lh.1t tlc su-c.qcs,ion for
othcllo.\ lirlof clnrc f:.oni thc lift oi.Iohn
l-eeo hirlsr:lf as givcn t'n Por'1,'s ilfornta-
tion." (31)

Thc Elizrbc:hans uscd chilr$ctcrs of Moo[s cvcn
bcforo Sltakcspr:are. C)nc can see srrch figurr:s irr

llrc cailicst masq[es of -Jonson. as in The Duughtar
ttl Ni,:er. Thcse {igrurcs also airpearecl jn out(ioo,
ir2llcirFls I)r;:Ixx!is1s li!.(_' Cc'{.rr!. pcclc in.!'hc Bqtrlt
<:l' Alcnztrr lnd Shtkcspearc in Tilrrs Arrdronicrrs
l'rlphasizcd iftc distincl;on bctrvccir whitc and blacl
Moors.

The evcnts ot The Bo le ol Alcazar (Al l{asr
cl T(cbir) took place in Barbaq,r (Norlh Aflica) in
1578. Thc play dcals with that bartlc in which
Scbasrian of Porlugal ancl his ann,y v,,crc cnrshccl
bv Moors under. Abdul el-Malck. lt is a rornantic
tragcdy suitcd to Elizabethan tastes. Most of thc
characlers of thrt play, !il:c l\{uly I.Ianrct. Muly
Mcrh;11",tr",t and Muly Abrlul:Malek xre N{oors. (i2)
ll was thc succcss of Muly Iamct in thc Bttilc of
Alcazar thal inllucnccd Shakcspcare to Dral(c th!,
cicvialion fronr lis solrrcc in hanlir'in3 thc :.oles
ol the Moor ancl Tanrora. 'l-herc r,,,cr: othcr Moor.ish
cfrnraclcrs alpcilrcd in otllcr pla1,s clLrring lhc
1,.cri<rcl. srrch as Zanchc in '! lte 14/ille D:t,il ol.

Wc-bs{cr ard Abdulll in Tlrc Knight of illrlr:t o[
Flclchcr. "Thc African lcft his nrark (,n thc
FIizab,'thrn I'nci thc Jrcobcan clia;ra. Irrclc:rl this
conlinuc.l in'(-' th.' Rcsloralion p.,ric,l..'/i3)

I I (-) r,,l',.'. a\r.1ctcr

'I hc ner'.,..1r, clisccr','::rit ir.)ririt!,ir ir, i:_,il rl1,t
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..,i U:ircllo lroi:i :rilc ul 'he dlsrulgulsile.i riulult!

it,rLr \lsri!u jillgiatu :

''ii.LJ Ltiic oI i[e liovJl sur]lmarius 115

cgltrcrl.s uS rollolvs:

.\ rlioot-is:r C.rp.airt tliics ld a \Yd!, a

'v elre ,ii.!u ,!uirc, anei uu .r\l.cteat iccuscs

Lcr ui a,,ri.iLcry i.tJ il('r [usbanu, it ls liall'
ucu Lira! iirc Ancicut.is to -i.ill irin rv'iuur

L; bcliclcs :o bs ulc uciulielci: ihc Cap'ail

i\ril5 tLi \\':rrr,l; rs ilirL.5erl i;; Ll.iJ 'LtcicLtt,

tirc Moor so.js uDi corx css, bu[ aitcr tbc

;uiiicliol oI extrci]lc iorture,. is biuushc<l;

artd tuu rvici'cd Aucient, thiuiiirrg to irtjurc

ot[crs, providcd lor ]riruscll a ll]isclablc

deatb" (26)

io slorv tho rcssrubiulc,l bclwccrl tbis sirilrllaiy

xnd i,!e storJ oi "Iilc Ihrcc Alp'(cs", lr'! h!t\o

to c^i,: tllcs.) Ililra$rapj$ irorlr tirat Arabiu stoty :

" l hctr JaaIar lnd Mestouf c'lcncd ilc
cdcsl ullu i,.rutitr itt ii .. u yctirrg ia"),

slain alrd cttt ij1 picccs. VVlLeu tllo lilaliI
saw tlis ... bD turucd to Jaalaf and sa l(l "'
I nlust avclgc tlis rvo.uatr ou hgr lilurdcrcli

iurd put Lrin lo dotrtir witbotll rr1e rcy " '
Ajld ihou brittg i c l]il]r rvho slcw bcr, "'
I rvill hang thcc '.. ou ll]c lourLh day "'
!V[ilst thccy a]vairlted the l(halif's signal

ior ihc excctllioll ... a handsourc a]]J lYJll'

circsscti yottug mau ... prcsscrl ti;iough iltc

crorvd, tiil lie slood bclorc Jaaiar anC said

to hilu, I coDlc to colilcss iiut -. 1 arl

who killctl ihc wolllttll .. so irattg{ ttte lior

her anri hei jLr's:icc on ltc ... and whilc

tlicy lvcre yct tali-.illg a rnan lar advattcctt

in ycaLs ttratlc his rvay tIroLtgh lite crorvtl,

till hs canre to Jaufar atd tho yt-rLtlh, whett

hc salnie'J lh,lnl and said, 'O Vizicr alld

lloblJ ior(!, ctcriit tt'.,ri rvlixt this ]oulr-! li'lall

says, Notrc kill\r(l ihc ditn,jel br( .l; so (l('

ihcu ilr'c!tgc her t'it tl:: ... '[irc ]tlulif saitl

1o hiin (tbr -rotlli! llirn). 'Wir.r ditl 1t'tt

sla] ihr daluijl r', rongiLtll"' ail(l \','h:rt nlsd!'

Jol lrcctlric l.'(,rlriclf al(l ctltlless ;,r;'ttl'

( ril'ic'.' ' I lle Jl)trns lllan said' 'Ihe dalrsll

rvas rr rvilc auJ sil: io';ed nrc atld scrrctl

urc- iurtl I also lovcrl hel alld sa\\' no cvll

in hcr. Wc li'.crl happily togcthcr dll drc

bcghnilg Qf this nionth. rvheu shcl fell ili.

Shc loirgcil f61 1n i"Pillc that she nlav sml--il

it and bito a piccc tli il So I wcnl out

i[i() ihc cil)' iil c)ncc !:nd solghl for applcs'

bu cotild nr':i fitrri ouc . ,\n gardcner sait!

to orc. 'C) 11r) son. lltis frtlil is rarc lvilll

ns aucl is ttol llo$' lo bc lornld htlt ill thc

gardcn of thc lihalif itr Bassra - so I

travcllccl tltcrc and botl-qhi tlltcc applcs -
with \lhich I liirrlrlc(i to Baghdad " brit

ury wif,-' tooh tro l:lcttsttrc in thelt and

lct :hcnr lic by hcr siclc ... I left {he ltous'r

and rvcttl to ny shop ... About ntid-tlay

r great ugly blaclt siave can]e irlto tl'le

bazar, hlvirrg in his hand one of tbc thrce

applics. with which lrc was pi:rying; so I

cullcti lo hitn lncl said. "l-ell lle good slavc

holv clitl you gtt tlis applc' IIc laugbcd

am.l answctctj, t had it of my sistrcss; Ior

I hatl besn abscui anci on my return I
lourci hsr lying rvith Orse applcs by her

sitl,;: atrd shc told rrle that grs cuoliolded

hcr husbatrd *lio had madc a jourllcy lor

tircrn to lJiissla .-. So I ate and dlulrk with

lrcr irncl took tilis one froru hcr'' When I

hear(l lbis, ihcr rvo|ld glctr biack irl ll]y oycs'

ard I rosc alld shtti rny shop and rvetr(

irornc, i ittokcd lor lhc applics ancl lirrdi'ig

IJLrl !!vo r)L lhcu, I said to lrly wilc,'W,lr!rc

is thc il)ird apple ? Shc replcd, 'I know

li,;1 \\h I is cotuc of it !" f ltis couvinccd

lnc oI iire lrutjl ol tllo sla\o's story, so

I tooli a kfiillr rnil coruing bcirind ircr, gtit

rup ou heL hexrt and cut lrcr throirt

ljor rvben I iraC tliruutt ircr irio lhs rivcr,

I rcturnecl ir,;rr': attti ftltt;tti riy clCcsi bo)

r,,'ccping. thoLrgh llc kncw lrul rvhal I had

dolc r',i.h his lil(rtirer; and I said to hirn'

'$,'iri rlo )ou !1,icP, nr] sonl l.lJ rdpuidd'

'I took r'rrtc o: rit) ltloll)cr's l:jrpi.5 and wcni
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arxl N!'grocs ... loi) jn his irttro,iucliLln rs

u1eticulous abolr{ ihs diilc|enccs bel$'eu.u

the two kirds of Nloors, He rvritcs rntrrc-

oycr this pa of ths rvorld is ilrhabitcd

especially b-v livc priucipal natiorls. ... b)'

the Abrsins. thc E-qlpliafls. tltc .,\rabirDs,

and thc Africans el Moors. propcrl), s()

called.'' (18)

Lho dramatisls, thcu- \,vclc cordusccl iu usin"q tltc

wtrrd 'MooL' to .lcsclibc Othello s backgrould.

t his {act lcads ore to discuss the colour oi Oi,trcllo's

complcxion. ln a contment on the play publishc(l

b) thc University Society in Nelv York. thc publi.
Nhiirs suggcst that Ofhcllo nust lrot bc consiilcrccl

a Ne-qo. but a high and cbival-ous Moorish chicl.

Ridley in his introductiorr lo thc phy says thiit:

"Othello was not black, or alterRotivcly

that he was at least not what Cloleridge

calls'veritable negro', but rathor, likg thc

Prince ol Morocco in a Q slago dircrtion
ir Tlrc Merchant ol Venice, a 'tawny Moor'.
Coleridgg rathcr suq)risingly, adnits lhe

blackness but insists that he was a Moor
in our sense of the word. (19)

When Othello cornmcnts on his appcarance "...
I am black or begrin'd; and black as lrire owu

faca...", thai does nol. mcatr he was a Negro, but

mcrely darker than Erlropeans.

"l{ we tum to the play itseli we lind
nraay relcrences to Othello's colour and

appearancc. Most oll these are indecisivc;

lbr the work 'black' rvas oI course uscd

then where we shoLrld speak ol' a 'dark'

complcxion now; ant{ evcn tire nicknamc
'thick-lips' appealed to a proof that Othuilo

was a Negro, might have becn applicd by

an enenry to rvhat rve call a Moqr. On

the other hand, it is hard io bcliclc rhat

it Othcilo hacl becn ljght-bror.,n. [Jrabartiu

rvould havc taunted hinr rvith having a

'sooty bosom' ... (20)

l'-drvard Jones believes thal ih; Elizabclhans did

irL\L kuo\\ ii)e dillcrL'nce ilci\\acll l\toors atiJ -Nrgl(,ei

r)f lliilt tb!)) hrcl ircald t'l N':gtr.rcs !-,rriJ us slales:

"lt is ver'; pro.raL.lc t"itiit 1;lJ poPular

ltotion oI a ntoL\I ..ids sotllr\iiliii cooluscd

i Shlltcspearc s ti|llc. aud illlLt lilc dcs-

ccndul of thc prouJ.\tabs. rvho ltlri botu

sovcreign iu ii.uropc 111196 p1 ;qri1l scige),

iurd, rvhat is llrorc. haei tilicd rlr rgc oi'

coDlparalivc clathtcss with lhc light ol illcil
poctty luI(t thcir scictlcti, !\'cl'u c(rl)luscd

rvith thc rurciviliz-etl Atricait. iliJ dcspiscd

slavcs."'(2t)

- lho Origiral Sourcc oI lirc l'lot

Whcn scarchirg for thc orisirtal soLtrcc oI

t,.rc piay, historians irrd critics l]ir\c rltrccd lltal tlrc

Llot ol: OtlLalb is basctl pon a story wfjitcn by thc

rialirrr (icrirldi Cirrtheo. In hts A Slukaspurc
i t.iiktl)t)t)l,, Rayrlonci M. Alden slys tir&t thc story

o[ lhis lragcd] wa$ taken holn (me of the

sto|lcs irr Citlthcos colleclion calic(l ! ha l'l utklreLl

'l'al(s. \22) Lilitrn Wirr.stanly in bis Otltclb tlrc

I raguly oJ ltolt', aiso nentions thc ianlc source.
'.fho prefacc lol thc Btiokshclvcs Etlition ol tlrc

l)iuy ciics lire stinc {act:

" fbc story oj. '11 Morcr di Vercz-ia's takcu

lrom tirc Hccdiltomlu, r-)[ the itaiiaD llove-

lisl Gcraldi Ciulhio; it is the sovcntb talc

of thc third dccade whicir deals with 'thc

uol'aithtu|ross o[ husbiuids ard ]r'ivcs." (2J)

'l he sarus profacc teachcs l,llc coilclusion thal

"Cinthio's rovgl nr y ha,,'e bccn ol Oiienlal origirr,

aud in ils gencral clraracicr i1 so[rewhat rcscrnb]es

thc talc of '1 he' 'lilicc .\ppl:s' in 'lirc l'hoLrsarrrl

and Ouc Nigllts,.."12,i) Joscph Sr{in grc*s with

r h.' rillrlc stlltenrcnr. .l.elarirr3:

"l-he sourcr js a nozcUa b1 -.. (-;ira[i:

Cinthio, thc scvurlh story oI lhc ll,ird dcci.i({e

of his llccalomrrithi ... ,,visps ol llrc ( inthiL)

slor_r ha,,'c bc- rr trxcc(i 1o l ltr .l ttthi<tt

Ni.qht.\ ..." (?5)

It is lssumcd that ljhahispr.:irrc lcalr:cd thc sLor_r
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Llus ciraplet cL\vcrs a sludy ol iwL) illalt

:)haiicspoar*lu ciriuaclets rYllo alc colsiicrcd as

.,\r'abic pcrsottalitics. Oi]rei.io i\ Utllcilo is liic iL$i

onc. f[is chari]ctcr is dlscusscd tuorc fuill aritl

his AMbid leaturcs lookcd iit froiu sc\crill all'qlcs'

fhc l'rincc of Molocco it I hc MctclutLL o) l att;'c

is the sccord characLcr which hils obviolls Arub1c

lcitl urcs and characterist.ics.

i . ol'FlEl-Lo

Most oi the litetature wltitr disctlsses thc

cilaractcr of Othello explails his Moorish c'luraclc-

r'istics, but nowhcrc is it nteeiltoncd thal Ihis trtgic

hslo was an Arab in nalioua ity' SomLr ol lhc

souces ir1 tlrc literatulc refer indircc(ly to t'his Iacl'

bul nonc consi?iers his namc as iLn Arabic name'

Although some other soursls mcntioll tlut his ori-

ghal religiou was Islam and that his llative larrd

was Maurihnia; neverureless. lhcy do not eurpJrasizc

lhe fact that he held Arabic nationalit)''

- Otbollo's Nationalily

Therc are tl'Iree gtounds on rvltich to dcclare

Othello's nationality as an Arab Thc lirsr one is

his nane; thc sccond is his native land; and tbc

third is the original sourcc of thc play itscll

- I{is Narnc

Analyzing tbc worcl Othcllo ils lr i)roPer

nanlc. ollc disctlvers thi!1 thc rcal word is not

"Othc!o" as fixcd in thc Pla). fof no N'losicnl has

evcr beetr called by this nllltc Othcllo docs not

mean arl!'thing in Arabic' ilis native langtragc

I'hcroforc, it is assttmed thar the rcal narlc was

.'ithrr "Aila.All3h" rvlrich nleals thc gift of God

rn Alabic, or "Olhcild- rvhich is th: nlcknatnc for

Otiil. the ,{rabic ri'ortl fu'r devoid (12) Il was an

\rabic crtstonr {() nanl. Negroes b}' thcir nick-

r-ia mts.

-- llis i\lli\c L-atld

Ncad-r uil soilfccs lll Lllc lltcralule \lr!li!!-

tll.tl OLlicilg rras 3 ilaurit iiall ptillcc )o11Ic ()ritcfs

pojxt o!tt tllill 1Io wiis a iJedotfrt lrolu ivleii 0ccl) ti11(r

rittit to Vcnic,-: ard \rorlqd d5 iul oiiiccr ut ils airlt-\ -

.,i!)i()ceirns lclc, lr; titc ilulo ille 0rir) \\ll5 !'l!'t''r'

a! llll-\ttll! ol Alilbs und ljar.ililrliliN' U'()lirc.\'

l-ttrilottglt irr itis lValzr;rr e' .xki L)tLti'itii( soutcrs Q]

5/r.rldJ/,r.r/'! eitrphasizcs tirul Otilello lr iu n Nlortt

a[d u iVloslcnt irt tciigioLr. (l-i) Whcre].rs '\'L
Iir',.Ldlcy mcnlloos:

'' l hat the Pl.ry (Olhcllo) is prl1raLtll a

study oI a noblc barbarian, \\ llr) llas bcct)lil'

(.luistiatt arrd has i[rbibccl somc oi tho

civilizatio[ oI his employcts, but \\'ho

tctains bellealh thc surlacc thc s3vagc

passion of his Moorislr blood " (14.1

It is cleal that tho l6tl century rilsrs uscd t() call

runy clcrk Nortb Alrical a Moor' As Bladiey clcc-

lirrcs "Olhcllo was of royal blood, is not callcd att

i:thiopiau, is callccl a l3albary irolsc, ald is saicl

Lo be going to Mauritauia." (15) tl sccrus tbai thc

l:lizabcthans usctl to call all Alricans "IJarbrridrs'

r.rr Moots. MI{. Bradley in hi:; irrLrodtlotio[ to thc

pliry cxplains lhal.:

"-lhcrs iIIc lwo words wi]iclr Poml to

tbe oppositc dircction. 'liurbsry' altd

'Mauritania-; a llarbary ltoLsc ts whal rve

shoulcl calt an Arab and Mauritania is

thc land of the Mool..s.'- ( 16)

1o 1:itlwarrl Jorres, Elglish drantlLists uscd No'tlr

Alriclt (commorlly callcd ljarbafy) zls the local ol

thcir pluys.(l?) llc Poirlls out that ShakesFeafc

Irot only uscd Lco's i]]fLrrnalion otr tlle characier o1

()thello as a Moor in dra['il]g thc cllaraclcr P'rs-

p.:clives; but the suggdstiolls lirr OthelJcir hist0rl

eontc Irom the lile iri .lofur l-ct' ltimscll as gtrutt

u' ll'r') . ittrrrrittt.iL rr. Hc suvs

"ll Shakesptarc reld P\rf-'-s translaliojr

oi Leo. 1ltcn hr' could htLtrill haie been

eonlLljt{ al-ar-lul rllc c(iloLlr\ of th,: it{ools
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rilJ clcs.. iijlq !L\io hoLr Ljrc -A.rabs. Polo llcj
trauslcrrcd'.o Spail, Nororaud1' :urtl .L,ugir,Luil dui iu;r

thc 100 Years' War.) t5)

Dr. A. lJu.dalvi dcclaros ihar Shiltcr i.u.rrl ot-b.cr

ijuropcar drarnaGts boriowcd a 10[ {rom .Arabic

l.terarurc. (6) 'lbrj tifst rvritcr Eirose uovcls wcro

el[cctcd by the stylc oI I hc Arablut rVrglrs was

tnc German lovclist C'hristopher Wielan. Sanucl

C. Chcrv iir his book, lhe Crescent ad tltc llos:,,

cites thc lact that .buropcans borrowed lltc afls oi
story-tellirg lrolr thc Arabs. " l'he mcdieval stol)-
teller ol Chadc[ragrle, not conteut witl] his actual

historical coulacls with the Arabs in Spa^in, imagilcd
lor his strange adventurcs in the Levaut." (7)

Englsh pots ald rvritcrs gavc particular

ltltentiol] to tbc persorrrlily oI Saluir AI-Dur AlAiubi
as ear'ly as the l2ur ccjrtury. llic,a// lvas orlc oI

tllc lirst literary works i:rvt-rlved irr portlay.ing the

persouality oI tllat grcat lslamic leadcr. Jobr
Lydgate aDd J osha Sylvester also wrote poel]rs on

his pcrsom-lity. Antony MLurday mentioned hiru il
Ns play, Ea ! ol Huntingtotr. (1601).'fhe Etizabethan
period (Elezath I, 1558-1603) witnesscd othcr wrir-
ings that praised Salah A]-Din's traits, such as is
L:learly scen rn Williani Einter's sLodes. (ij)

Ths links betwecu the Arabs and tne

Elizabethans wcre rccordcd in several books. As
Chcw declares :

"Ole of the most .important Eiizabcthal
books on natural .lore and kin&ed subjects

is Ba;man Uppon Bolholotrc, his book de
Proprietatibus lleru;n- Ncw.ly corrected

and amenclcd with such Addiiions as zrrre

requisite, 1582. 1i)is is one oI the mosr

dircct links bclwr.cu Elizabethan culture ancl

the Arabiaa science o{ rhe Middle Agcs.
The English l:ra:rciscan lJartholomsw com-
piled by trcarisc 'Otr the prcprrirs ol ihings'
(c. 1240) fronr lhc translarions ol the

Arabian litrraturc." (9)

Other books also lrunslcrrcd .\rabic culture ro
iinglaud, one oi u'jrich \\'as a ^conl1.-r st()ne ol
--\rabic scholarship iIr En;iurd, cr]nlains tlrc orisinai

-\riLlric [o-\t rtrd I L!]"t!r rcrsiou ,"'l ths i).\Di.!\ti!:
,,r t-r".c-rorir.ls ('\brr ,'\l- i aflj); \i1i!ll is iitt aci,ol]rtl

()i ,\r'rbiaj] rralncrs iulJ cuslolrs bdlorc aild Jllcl

Mdrourct wilh iJ skctcir oI tirc Prophct s lilc ..." (i0)
i,rc drarualists ol rhar pcriod $crc anrrzcd b)
.ilrbic Lradilious and thcy rcilccrcd thcir imprcs-

sioas iu lhgir plays. Marlorv u'as onc uho illu"iru-

lcd soillc oI Arabic urd lslamis lcatrucs.

EnglisLrurcu tvcrc stilrcd bl thc battlc ol [:l-
,.,osurcl 1(a0h lougbl or 4 ,\ugust i5l8:

" Ibo od) flay ol tbc 'l udor.Sluiul
pcliod'lviroso sccuc N laid ilr iUabii} (otbcr

louu licrc,i/gc ,o/- rlor]our \\!rjrg tllc locarh-

zatrol is rvirhour siguiiicalcc) is Wiltial]l
Lolycr's lird L'ltoar* itt t;tc I kunrs, Ib)g
l Uased) ui tiedt u.lcrit bLtL \!uttctr wi.trr

s.f,i'le stuli aud wiih lcss raul Uan ouo lvordd

uxpccl, Ironr ils ualc. l. itc ilgcuiors pl(.)t

dc1l!ss lrollr tI\E litltiopilut lTistory ol llelrc-
rlulal \lllll suggLisJo[s lroin otbcf sourc€s.

Ihc i'rinco oI Diuar:rscus escaps to tho

Arabrao dcsert when his city {e is bclol? thu
ada.ck oI rbD farkjs." (11)

l;rom suco a oull.ural backgrourd, Slur-kespcarc gathc-

fcd i]is fufomation about the Arabs alld utilized thosc

AraOrc l€arurcs which arc cited.in this sludy. 'l hers
r,s r1o doubt tbar $irakcspeare was iltercsted ur

Spamsh literature which in turn was inlluenced by
tbe Arabic legacy; moreover; similatites in style
bsiwcgn his writings aud Spanis[ literaturc calr bc
ea$ily recoguized. Howcver, it is more likely &at
he was weu acquainted with Lhose books whicir
rcllcclr:d Arabic culture ancl Arab ellorts in scientilic
iiclcls, as they werc writtc'n by wcll-known authors
jn his tine. All thcsc |c'asons help cxplaj:r wlil
J]e uscd two Arabic pcrsonalitics in two ol his best

plays; why he usecl some Arabic iigures in nosr
oI his plays; arld why he borrowed frorn Arabic
lblktore in otbc! plays.

Finally, it is clear from the litcraturc that
llrcre \,|drc t\vo ntain points of contact for thesc
linls to occur bclr|cen Arab culrurc alld the
Furop,:an rnind: Norlh Africa (thc Arab countrics)
an,J Spain; and Slcil;. aod sourhcm Iralv.
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I. ]'HE ARABS & NOII'I'I-I ,AFI{ICA

It is wcll knowt that thc i\rabs \!cfc scttlcd

in Norllr Africe trcm thc scventh century otl.

During the cla-\s of Othnrrn's Caliphetc. an Arab

{lcct had bccn ltrmrcd and "thc result had becn

NlLras.iya's capturc o[ Cypnrs and 1\4o -qtcat sca

bcttlcs in which thc Byzantian flc€t had becn

dcfcatcd ancl scaltcrcd." (l) Thc Arabs aftcrward-s

movcd 1o North Africa and clefeated both the

llyzantines and Bcrbcrs under tlle lcadcrship of

Uqba bin Nafi. A few ycars bcfore the dcath of
N{uawiya. Uqha rvas askcd to rcturn to Damascus.

Whcn Yczced camc to porvcr aftcr his fathcr's

dcacth, hc reappointcd Uqha to lcad the Moslcnrs

in Africr. Uqba appcared t-here once a.gain in

681 A.D. and continucd his move in North Africa.

"He capturcd Tangicr ancl, still unsatisfied, con-

tinucd down thc Alhntic shorc as far as the Sna.

rvhich flows into the Allantic at thc modcm port

of Agadicr." (2) Uqba. thcn, opened the gate for
the Arabs to Elrropr- and for the Europcan to

thc Arab World.

Therc were two kinds of Arabian tribcs which

scttled in North Africa. The first are thc tribes

nhich camc around thirtv ccnturies R.C.: the others

camc vzith the Tslamic cxperlitnres durin-e thc sevcnth

and ei-cith ccnhrries A.D. Thosc who wcre called

Berbers rverc also Arabs and canrc from Ycrucn. (3)

2 LTNKS BET\ryEFN ENCTJSH &  RAR}C

C'LTI,TURE

Knr.winc that from the 8th ccRtury to the

l3th ccnlLrr'1 Islanric cuitttrc was nlorc dcvclopcd

than thal of Europe, onc can apprcciatc \\'h\ th.
Arabic lc-racr nrade srtch an inflLreacc' on En-rlish

lilcratrtrc B, lcr.' rcl."rin3 to th,.sc influ,'n.','s. it i:
n.c.ssrry to,rxplein horv Isiamic and Arnbjc c|.ll1ur,:

was lransfencd 10 thc contincnt.

English trlr;ll','rs 1--lal cd a grcat rol!- io irlti()'
clLrcing thc Arab urrrld to Euf()pc ts a d the

lirr-rlish pcorlc. I)ttr"irtg the licltaissalloi lfa\cllDrs

iikc N{or_',son. ColSirl u:r.l l.iilrSL)\v t1a\cilcd to
Svliir ard l)ilcslirtc. Sr,rlc ririlcrl Baghdad anC

Ninclh. "ln l6(r0 Willirnr Birl(llrlPh sct ()!ri frotll
'linqlnnrl to rssuurc his rlr.rtics ils l)rcach!'r to thc

crrnrfanI o1' Iinglish nrcrc)ran:s i!t Alcl-.1)o." ('+)

"l-ruv,.'llcIs alst} \isitccl rht' Norih .\l't-ican countdcs

sc\ ccftll firrL-s.

During lhe seconcl half oI tltc l6lll c.ntu!\.
th!: iinks bctween Errglaud and North Africa rvctc

strcrlgthencd by lhc grcat illtcresl iu trirvcl. discovcry

and lrarle rvith rranv English mcrchants dcaling

rvith Arab mcrchanls for examples. the inlporiiiiiorl

ol Arab horscs fronr Morocco. Thcrc *'as also

rltrlinq tlrl lir<l (l'rcrrlcs cf lflizrhctlr's reirrt. :ttt

inl(\lfial rrndcrslllnding bclrvccn lhc Barbxry piratcs

allil thc Errglish piratccrs. Sornc of thcse lravcllers

recolded lhcir inprcssions of thc Arabs and prblishcd

sk)rics of their voyagcs. Hakluyt in his nrrrativcs

.vivcs a variciy ol pictures of North Al'rica in his

rccord of his visit to Tripoli in Barbary in 1583.

The Otlonrlns playcd arothcr rolc in es{ablish-

iug links belwecn Islamic--Arabic and Europcan

cullurc. In caplttriult ::ntl ruling sorrc ol tho

[itrropcan cr)unt] iesj thcy lrunsfqrrcd a lof oI lsl!!nlic

tradilions to thcir nelv snbjccts. As a rcsult ol thcs,j

links.,.\rabs thilrkcrs playerl a rerirarkable rolc inlor-
nring thc Eulop.'an mintl in virrious ficlds, inclucl;n1:

r,eiencc anri litclattirc. I:ttLo;;clits l-:orrouccl a grcal

cical ol cxpcrimcnls ilLrrrr ,n,rabiiLn sciJrltists: Ibn .,\l-
llaithiim in chcnrislr,, and ph:,5irs. ,\l-l(bawarirnri

in aritbcrnalic alcl Al-Bazi in mc.licinc. Thc r';r'rk
ol Arab rescarcircr: in thc licld oi t,'tciJlcinal plants.

likc that of AbLr Jaafar .'\l-Chaiiki and -tbin Al-
Bailar, cnablccl s,rieirlisls in Flur()|c 1(1 dcvelop lh!ir
L'\pilinreenN Irr lil,;rirtrrrr- .{I](iaiu-\iil;l foaii}
rlljcic(i thc I)r)J:r\ ol thc lf,)|lbi]]lilors lln(l tllc
\ii l)if :1.. i!. r,1 ,.irr;r:: n,r,..ls \',,r. Ll:crl :i1 :J\!ri!l
I:Lttoprln uorcls (llrflrpciurs,\.rr lr'llrlerl'ranr.r\
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THD AIiABIC FEATUBT'S IN ST ].{KItS['ftA RII'J

Sanli Abalul-itnnritl Nuri
AcRdetnY of F'ine '{rts
fiIriversit]' of llaghtlad

PI,A},5

PREFACE
It is not surprisiltg 1o notic!' Ilrill []:ritopLrarl dra11ri'rlists ltav'"

referrecl to thc Arabs o|lrrcntiollcd lh.'Arab World in thcir works

in various periods of hislor]-: brll il is amrzin-s 1o disctrvcr horv

Druch Shakespcarc was lllicreslL'cl ill this nliioll nncl how lrttlch hc

uscd Arabic fealurcs ln tnost of his plals arld poenls Prlrbabll '

this study is thc firsl lo c(rnccnlmtc on this subjcct: tlre inflttcncc of

,,\rabic ctrltnrc on dtamalic' arl. Itt cttrphasizing tlrcst' fealttrcs in

Shakespcarc's plays. this str'rc11' also ldcs to throlv light on the

links bctl'een Arabic le'gacy rncl Eutopean culture il1 ordcr 10

show how nrucfi knowlcrlgc lhr'- Atabs offcrcd the "vorld 
dttring

their golden agcs.

This stucly is an cffort to slate thc sourccs from 'r/hich

William Shakespearc dcrivccl his knorvlcclge about lhe Arabs and

\vhat nrotivalcd hirrr lo hc inleresfed in ttcir lcgacy'

All pcoplc lhc rvnrltl over can bencfil from this atlcnp{ lo

cliscovcr thc rclat!onsllins beiwcctt thcsc llvo so diff!'rcnt cullrlrcs

in .rdvarlclng thc cxl'hatrpt of knowlcdgc atrcl cxpctience lt is also

rvorthwfiile that thc Arahs {rrr{hcr rcali'/c lhc scoPc of their civiiiza-

1lon and ho$' mr.lch it rffccfcd otlrer nations. so that they morc

firnrly takc their propcr posilion among civiliTcd nflliorls in nrodcnt

times.

Part I: The TnJroduction. deals witll an hisforical previcw of

tl:e links belwccn the Arab cottntrics and England drrring

the Elizabethan Perlod.

Part : Arabic Pcrsonllitics. is conccrncd 'rvith thc personality

of Olherllo and othcr Arabic charactcrs in Shakespeare's

plavs. It rcfers to thc 'rottrccs of thc play arrcl it covers

Bn analysis of thc central charactcr- This part also

contains the lcchnical approach in produuing thc plav

from diffcrcnt anslcs

Part III: Arabic Folklorc. deals wi'h Shakcspcare's rtsagc of

set'eral flatttte-s of Arahic folklorc' Thc strdy conclndcs

wifh the rrsefttlncss of lhis kind of rcsearch for pcoplc

rvorking in the thealrical fieid'

The author is indchtecl to thc following persotr\ f(tr thcir

kind heln in prorltrcint lhis sludv: Mr' '\ssad Ahdtll-

Razzak. Dcan of thc J'ca<l"n) of Finc Arls: \'ft' Jaafnr

Al-Saadi. I{carl of lhc Dl"irnlx D!'narllrl"llt 8t thc Acacl('lll\':

f)r Ali \l'zrrhri,l;;,'i' Kant:rl Nadir'
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It is related that. at one tacc. rvhcrc lxs son's tlors..l

had lost its ridor, Al-W3lid ,qi}llop,:d sloDgsidc'

lcapt or it and woo the racc. -fhis b!'cafllc a

prcccdcn! rvhich rvas rcpcatcd by Al-Mahdi durittg

the caliphate of Al-Mansur aud Al-HLtdi dLtrittg

thc caliphatc of Al - Mahdi (ll3).

Otber Caliphs wcre ver! romaDtic lnd scnli'

mcntal. Yazid lbn c-\bd Al-\{alik rvas ura<llv- in

R. Ettinghauscn.

p. 190.

E. He rzfeld. Drc

ior'c *tth Hlbb;Lba. Shorll! liirr ir.f (i'rth h''

iriuscll died crl a brokcir hea-r-i (l l9).

Frcm tltcsc i)ilulPlcs wc e3n sec tllllt thc ( ollplil

rr,crc nofl:rl Jltcr atl :li.rd rvc liud displulcd tit

tl]crn thc vholc spcctrum of hutrtao cll3rcd"cnsl!c!

and.-ruotions.

t'' (.) o 7- N O'I- E 5

Arab paintittg (Gcncva. t962). itpl)cndix'

Maleraicn yon So,twrtd (Bcrlill' 1927)'
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other gifas rva-s placed in it. Later they werc rcnovcd b,'"

Madad lbn 
c Amr, under covcr of tlarkncss, for scccLtritl
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comlxtcnt lr!to$. Th!) wcrc \yelh,crscd jn thco_
Iog1,, philosoph-v. hisrory lnd Arabic lit.mrurc.
,A nurnbcr oI rcm compr.rscd poctr.r, such rs yazicl

ll',rr 
cX{u 

urr.iya {96). r\l"Walid tbn yazicl tbn

"Ab(l .ll-tu,t"tit {q7). .\l.li.rshid (9g). .\l.Nluc t amid.
wilosc p(rt(j. rvas rvTjftcrr irr gokl (q9) a,r(l Al-
Muslarrjid (10t1).

.A,l-Mase udi rclls us that Al-N{ansur. had btnks
(rir &sirolo.r:y :urd a number of books on logic.

ir5tr llom]'-. ard nrathcrnatics tmnslurtcd lol him
Intrtr Gruek. Pahlavi and Syriac (l0l)- Al-Ma'mun
hitd a thortruglr knorvlcdgc ol the contcnls of
iurcient books, cspecially those on astrolo€ly and

rustronomy (102). According to Al-Su''uti. the

Caliph. Al-Mustanjid. was familiar rvith thc x,ork-
ings of astronomical instrunents (103).

r\l Walhiq \vxs nicknamcd Al-Ma.lrrun thr'
.Iuniof bc:cause of his widc knowledge. He rv:rs

knopa for his intcrest in music and for bcing a

compctent lute player and composer of a number
of melodies (lO4).

The Umayyad, Yazid lbn Walid, is known to

hdvc had sympathics with the MuGtaziliros (105).

Al-Ma'mun. mnch later, becanle ths champion of

tthc Mu 
ctazilites 

antl forcetl the pcople to follorv
lheir beliefs. Hc held discussions among the

scholaru of the various cre€ds in Islaur (106).

This treml contiBued until thc days rrf

,{l-Mutawakkil (107).

Al-Suvuli inforns us Ihal numbcr of Catiphs

wcrs traditionists. 'fhr.:v relateLl hudith on thc
aulhoril], of rheir lathers, according Io thc sa,ni,l
Thsis is u particular line of authoritics throlr,llr
rvhom tlre tradition was handed dorvn. Arnongst

thesc w.rc A!-Nasir. .\l-Zahir and Al-Qadir. Al-
Suluti stalrr that A1-Nasir had (lcputics to teach

itulitii on his autlroritv and that he lic,:rrsctl a

;1umbL'r ()l kings and scholftrs (108). Hu aiso statcs

that --\l-Zahir. his son. rclaicd liaiith on hi\
;luthoritv and rhlrr .\bu Salih Nasr. thr.: grandsfil

t.l "\l-Sha.r,kh -\bd r\l-Qadir Al-.tili (my ancesror).
rclnctJ lwtirh or rhc au rority ot Al-Zahir (109).

.\l-Suvuti als() rccords thaf thc Caliph. Al-eadir.
rvas llre iurtJror of a book on lJsul Al-Fiqh(ll0\.
lhc otigirrs of lfic scicncc ol law.

'Thc I)osl ansters arrd pious Urnayyacl Caliph

,u,r.s c (]ur". Ibn c ebcl Al- Aziz rvho lollowed

in thc lirotslcps rrf 'I"Imrr lbu Al-Khatrab. It ;s

rclatc.d that bclirl: his acccssion k) lhc caliphatc
h,,' did rrot consider a lhousan(l (litrar silkcn robc

smooth cnough lor his onn usc, After his aoccs-

sion, Irowcvcr he found a tcn dirham cotton shirt
too soft tbr him(lll). Hc even paid fortl' dirhams

lo ths ,Abbot of Dayr Sim 
Can for the plot of

his own gravc(112). and lcfl his childrcn without
an.y inheritancc.

The cAbbasid 
Caliph. Al-Muhtadi. aclnir.cd

cUnrar lbn tAbd 
A.l- "A"i, and. gnrdged tJre

Unrayyads having such a man. Hc took it upon

hi.mself to becomc his c 
Abbasicl coulltcrpart (l l3).

Ile conlhrued to fast from the day he was installed

as Caliph until the day of his assassination (ll4),
and spcnt his nights in chains praying for foryiye-

ne$s(ll5). He also ordcre(|, amongst other things.

tle obli(eration of all the wall paintings dccorating

the njlis (116).

Apart from rhcs'., lwo cKtreme cxamples, thc

rcst of tte Caliphs, whether Unrayyad or 
o 

Abba:iid.

had various hobbics and interests. l'-or examplc,

YazkJ lbn Mucawiya was very kectr on bunting.

l-lc collccted hr.ulils (logs and lcopatds (cheetahs).

l{c also vely lbnd ol horsc racing. Hc had a pet

monkcl', Abu Qayss, that he dressecl ia dihaj trncl

mounted on a nrule, liontetimcs, Al-Masaudi rcla-

tes. he cvcn raccd him \vilh lhc horsos and. on

()n!'occasir)n. the monkey won (117).

-{l-Walid lbn - .Abd {l-Malik and Hisham

ucrc fitmous Ior th!';r inlcrest in horses and racirrr
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thc it|arr was liutrished rvith a singlc lg: r)Llc

h.undred cubits long and fiity cubits rvid': Tliis

had bcen atutrng thc posscssions of Hisham'

Beforc the Caliph's scrir werc [our thousand golcl'tl

stands bearing s(ltues of amber-eris, rrc'l (a blcndcil)

perfume) ancl camllhor. sotnc rvith gold arlcl jcu'cls'

somr' \vitl'l jcrvels alonc. Thc gl'lcsts wcrc s!'aled

accordin-q to thcil rank. A fabulotts '1l1otllll trl

gold aud sillcr coins was distributr-'tl nl-

Mutawakkil |:ccd one thousarld slalcs on '\l-

Mu 
ctaz' bchalf. Gifts oli rarc fnrit ao(l 1l(rwcrs

wcre ntadc. 'I'he scrvanis wcre given tlvcr]ly lllilli.'n

dirhams. Oue million rrew dirhans wcr'l strtlck to

commentorate the occasion Trvclty-fivc fanoLts

singers aud trrusiciatrs were prcscnt (82)

Anothcr fabulons marriagc was that of Qulr

Al"NarIa, the datlghter ol l(hamnrarawayh' to Al-

Mdtadicl. Her dowry was one million clirhants

A largc quarrtily of fttrnishings' perfttnrcry nnd

curiosities of China. India and Iraq wcrc giveo as

gilts (83).

Al-Mutawakkil sperlt two hundred and seventy'

fout nrillion dirhams, according to lbn Khurdathaba'

on nlneteen buiklings and palaces ordered by him'

Amongst them was the palace of Al-Burj' whiclt

contained large reliefs of gold and silver, a silver

pool anrl a gold trce with mnsical birds' encrustctl

wilh tewels. It was callcd Tuba, utopia Thc palace

walls werc covcrcd with mosaics of gildcd

nrarble.(84)

It seents that extravagancc lcachcd sltch a

stagc tbat ev(]n thc nlost l"tnlikcly c()rncts wclc

highly cmbcllishccl ljor examplc' Al-Qodi AI-

Tanukhi tells us r:i' a giltied mahogany cciling in

rhc toilct of the house of c Ab,t Al-Wahitj, the

son of Al-Mtrqtadir. rvltich rvas o nlhe Tigris ncal

the Khurasan Gale (85)

Sophistication \'/as lot linitcd io the CaliPhs itnd

their immcdiate relativcs. but ritarkcd the lilcs c'l'

vizicrs ancl olhcl rtllcrs. W!' arJ tcld of thc sr)l)!ris-

licaied ealing habits trf thc nlinistcr' '\l-\'lLrhrrliabi

who used to have one attendanl on clch hlncl

'fhc (rnc oll tllc right uscd to holC abolll thrrty

glass sptrons. l'irr caclr tuouth-ful' -Al-Mr'rhallabi

rts.'d a dillcrent sPoolr i:]rd hauded it to thc atlcn-

tlan{ on his lclt 'l-his rvas ttr ar crkl dipPing thc

nscd sptrr.rtr in his dishes (86)'

Sonlc ol tllc Calil:hs initiatcd nerv tasltkttls' srtcb

i.ts Sllla)'1llall rvho crcaicd a ncw rtlbe wirich \\'ils

callctl altct 11il)1 (87) iltl(l Al-Malsur rvho oLdcLctl

tlral lortg. poilrlt'tl hlts sltoLiltl bc \'or[ b) thc

gcntrl'(88). 'fhis t]pc of hat rvas callcd Al-

Tawila (89).

Al-Rashitl was the firsl Caliph to Plxy P(rlo

ancl chess and to practisc archerv (90)' and A1-

Mutarvakliil thc lilst to b'-: cntcrtlined by comc-

rlians ancl actots il'l ! s lttailis (9i)'

A1-Mustac in or<lerecl that sleeves be wiclcned

to the mcasurcmcnt of tllree s,4ibrs (the distance

b,,-{rvt',:tr thc tip of thc !ililc finger and thc thumb

whcn tltc harxl is stretchco and that hats be

shortcned (92).

li is ktlown that Al-Mtt 
ctasirn 

rvas very {ond t.'f

copying forcign kirrgs in thc way of drcss and

dcmcanortr. Hc introdttcerl a nttmbcr of fashiotrs

wLich carnc to bs callccl Al-Muctasimiyat (93)'

Al-Mu 
c taz was thc first to ride on a gold

saddle with gokl trappings Bcforc that' thc

Caliphs usct! traPpings lightly decoratcd with

silver (94).

us that Al-Hadi was thc first

\vith a bodygtrard, arnrc(l wit)r

spears and sinrn,g bows (951-

11 js olrJy fail to tlcal rvilh ihe Caliphs' pcrsonal

(lurlities and thc pi<rLrs. clrlttlral, intellccttlal' aDd

sPortin,s asPcct:t of Ihcir liycs in ordcr to do thcnt

juslic.- Whlrr rr'.' have s;rid of thcm bcforc ma1

!-icturc ihcrn it' 1'urclv plJasnr.-seeking sPcnd-

tbrifts.

In i itct. nrosi ,'l thc Calij-"hs oi thc Urrraryad

"nr', 
c 

.16hlL.icl cli niL'ti'-'s haiJ soLtnd ctiuc:rtion b]
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lntil tbo Iasl Ulrcl,l rrcl Calfuh and his sou, who

fled to Nul:ir. fliis bccorucs apparent lrom the

corl\'crsitiiin I'u;ru..r, 
c,\bl 

Allah Ibn Manvzur alld

rhc liinc ot' N|lril. Wc fiucl c Abd Allah lbn
Marrvan apolorising ''or ihJ cvcl.y<lay usc of gold

plal: as bci:lg rt f.rr cigri inttova{ion forccd upon

them by th;lr uol-Alrb r;tiur:e.

Nevcrlhrl..ss. thc Ir'.:ciicc continlred ilt tltc

cAbbaskl pclr'oJ. 'i-herc irre many i,tcidcnts ol

Crliphs slliki.lg c-oins lfol]l lhc golcl and silver platc

in thcir trcl:;uric's. eiihcr rr'hcrr in linancial distrcss

or as ar1 :1cl of ^icty. Al-Amin, when besiegcd by
Tahir Ibn Al-Hrrsseir,, did tlris for funds to pay

his lrnl'(74. nnrl Al-\,tirctadkl ordcred all thc gold

and silvcr irr thc trr-lsur1' of lrnracil Ibn Bulbul to
be nrcltc(I. 'ifnrcli ard ricopsitcd in the Caliph's

trensriry (7-5) For rrrsons of picty. Al-Muhtadi

ordcre(l all llrr. 1:,rlrJ rrrcl rilvcr plalc in his treasury

bc rnclt.-rl a,rrl stnrcl.. I'lr nl:ro obliterated all the

wall pairrtinc crslo|niilili. decorltirrg the receeptio[

hallr arrrl 'k;ll:d all 1hc iigirting rarns and cocks

an(l the ca,.'d l'^rr. IT' "u'thrr clccrcerj all llrc
mgs of rftr1r; ard rll firr:rislri:rgs not permittcd by
Islam bc rerrror,c,i fron tie paltcc (7e.

fn contrrst" ZLrbrryda. thc wife of Harun Al.

Rirsl':id. accc i'cl'n. 1o Al-I,4asc rrcli. was thc first to
nsc ho,r-s"i-,'.1,1 . 'cn.:ls :,r::dc of cold rnd Silvcr

cncr'1rsfc.1 rvith j::rrrclr :.f.1 to weir fincly-rvovcn

blor:rclc drc.,;irs. Iirr"h c" hcr clrcsses was woith
fiftl' {;tuuta...t 11r;ni.. ,5iic v'as also the first to
crccl pe'.,ili, rs '1xri. of sil..cr ancl cbony with
hool:s of .' .l ' ::n:l sih -. riran:d r,rith brocade.

tlihaj, ltr. r-ld ','aric rs c.'rlourccl silks. She i:rtro-
duci:tl t|e urr: ol bocts cncnrrtcd tvith jervels and

ambergris (77).

IIcr son. ,\l-.',rr:ir1 \',,c arc tol(1 b), Ibrahim Ibn

Al-\1irlrCi. 5:': i!r il i:,,.i1i,,!] l,r,tlc ,,f curl (a per-

fum: In,.:i:rit ,1,'c l; :t,.ri ,.:i l;rtr.lr11l. ntcaSttring itn
cLrbiij r!rirr,!' j , iri- irrir., i.,.ii r,,jtlr siik and rlilaj

crLshicrns, woven with red _qold. l-Iis diinking cups

were crystal, each onc thrce ,:.r/A^ in capacity. Al.
Amin also ordered five hot aqas (ri\er boats) to bc

built fot him (78), each in lhe shape ol a dil'Icrcrt

cr\'atrrrt' - n lion. rl elcphillt. :lir clglc. a slrkc.
and a horse (79).

Al-Shabuslrti gives us a nlarvelloLls tlescripliou

rrf Zuba]' da's.orvn rvedcling which cost hcr l' ther-

in-law AI-Mahdi. fift-i,' million dirhams. Amongst

tho things prescntcd to hccr by him rvcre j vcllcry.

crowns. diacicms, gold ulcnsils, bejcrvellcd clests.

gold arld silvcr pavjlions. ancl pelfirurcs. I-Ie also

gave her thc hatlno (long blouscs) of c 
Abda, the

wife of Hisham. which had trvo lincs of largp rubies

running along the front and bxck. Thc remainder

of it was decoratecl with large pearls. Large sums

of nloney wcre bcstowcd olr the _sucsts who came

from far and rvide. dinars in silver clrps, dirhanls

in gold. Ambcrglds, nlrrsl( and,q.t41Lr'd (a kind of
pcrfnmc) in glass containcrs rvcre rlisllibuted. Cand-

Ics of amberglis in goklcn hoftlcrs were lit. The
rvomen of .Bani I{ashim v/crc each giycn ,a bag

of dirhams, a bag of dinnrs, a hrge silvcrtray with
pcrfumes, and zr dress of figured silk (80).

This and the nrarriage ccremony of Al-Ma-mrm

were considercd the two most extravagant celebra-

tions in Islanr. According to AI-Shabushti, Al-
llassrn Ibn Sahl, I)uran's fathcr, spcnt thirty-five

millio1} dirhants or hcr nrarriage to .Al-Ma'mun.

Hcr dorvry, pllid by hcr husband. rvas onc .hundrcd

thoLrsald clinars and livc urilliol clirhanrs. Again

candlcs of ambcrgris rvcrc lit. Al-Ma'nron prc-

scntcd ]ris bricle with a largc quantity of jewels.

Unclcr her seat was a largo golCcn ruab. llcr lathcr

thrc\v to thc pcoplc nuggcts of ambergris and musk

containing slips oI papcr rvhicb named plots ol

land, Ilouses,. cstatcs. elc., as gilts to thcnl(31).

Al-Shabr]shti giv.s us a duscriPlion oil a cclebra-

Iion givclr bv .Al-llltlxrYakkil fur his 5orl. .\l-

\lrr ctaz. on r!'alci,;ne th,, 113 oi 111!1-'11v. 'f'.".'11i1

.,, nrillitrrt dirhil)1: r,,aS !irrIi ,.r;l i: i ! r ir:i o.!il\iOil.
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of o. burnus (which was pointed), with ribbons of

different colours. The qulmtnnva was decorated

rvith pearls and jewels. He rode on th!' white

elcphant of Al-Ma'mun and his brothor, similarly

dressed though leas elaborately, rode on a drome-

dary (63). a Umar fbl Al-Lalth Al-Saffar and

Yusuf Ibn Abi Al-Sai were dressed in the same

way and carried on dromedaries (64),

Arab sources mainly refer to thrones by the

rvord, sanr, rather than c 
arsh. ln fact, 

c 
a.rh

occurs in Qur'an in referrence to the throne of

God (6t. Sarir generally is used for "bedstead"
and is larger than a kursi (chai$. It can accomdate

rnore than one person. On the sarlr the Caliph

could sit ctosslegged or recline. The sarir is usually

fumished with cushions, both for the seat and for
rtclining on. It is not unsimilar to the Chinese

thiohes dcpicted in most rniniahrres of the Mongol

period ald later. These thones and crowhs are

fully discussed in my thesis, "Islamic att and the

Itole bf China".

We have no evidence of a sarir being used by
the Prophet or the four following Caliphs.

References to it in the Ilmayyad and c 
Abbasid

peltods aft nunrercus. Al-Mutawakkil, according to
Al-Shabushti, ordeted himself a Iarge razl mads

of gold- It was to be decorated with two lions.
'l1re steps leading to it were to be adomed with
pictures of birds. eagles, lions, etc., according to
the description of the sarir of King Sulayrnan lbn
I)awud (King Soloman).

Al-Shabushti also relates that when Al-
Mutawakkil first held a reception in the Palace of
Al-Burj he was unable to sleep for three nights.

He then moved to Al.Hanrni Palace. which belon-
ged to his brother where he stayed for six months

in lll health. Because of this, he ordered the demo-

lition of Al-Burj and all the works of art in it of
precious metals were broken down and minted (60.

Another mcntion of a golden sarrr occurs in

Al-Mascudi. He mentions that Ibn Mafdawii in

A.H. 117 made golden sdl? cncnrslcd with
jewels (67).

.{s far as we knorv, thc carly Caliphs and thc

Arabs who fou-qht thc Pcrsians ama-ssccl fabulous

wealth during thejr campaigns For example- Abu

Al-Faraj Al-Asbahari relates lhat in lhc battl.'of
Al-Qadisiya thc Arabs spoiJs inclLrded a good

numbcr of vahrable crowns. bclls ald collars (63).

Al-Mas- udi mcntions that. iD the sanre battlc.

Dirar Ibn Al-Khaitab won thc glal)d standard of

thc SassaniaDs. kon$,n as l)arfaslr Krrrr'4 drr. lvhiclr

was made of tilDr skhs and cncrlstcd with mbies.

pcarls. arrd other gems. Hc was paid thirty thonsaDd

(? dirhams ) as a teward. Thc standard in rcality

was worth two million two hundred thousand (69).

Al-Daynuri dates that when thc crrrwn of Kisra.

CYazdagird) and both of his armbands werc brought

lo cu,nar 
he exarrined them wilh a stick and said,

"By God, whoever brorrght rls these is trust-

worthy" (70).

Despite the treasures which camc into their

possession, thc early Caliphs prcfcrred austerity in

their lives. The sole exception lo this is one incident,

ntentioned by Abu AI-Fida. rvten Abrt Bakr had

his sword dccorated wilh silvcr (7). T{orvcver. during

the Urnayyad period, some of the Caliphs tended

to be more sonhisticareC. Thel'uscd drirrking cups

and ervers of gold and sili'er !r2de crpccially for

them (72)- Thev had a nre.lilcction for claborately

decoraled architectnre: for cyampl!'. llrc btrilding of

thc Dome of thc Rock lnd thc Urrr,.4racl mosqne.

Al-Masc rrdi tclls trs t\'.rt SLtlrry;trirtr lbn c 
Ab,J

Al-Malik was cxtrcm\''v lirrrrl r,l JiSttrcrl silli. 'tr
much so that hc dr'crccd ntr otrc si:,'t'.tltl rlltL'r his

prcsence unless dressed in llris tnater'iill.. HL' cven

insisted on his cook rvearing figurcd silk and fur'
ther ordered that skewe$ for roasi chickcn should

even be wrappcd in it (73).

It seems that tht us€ of b.'icri':lletl gold plate

by the Umaylad Caliplrs becittnc enr,rliloi) prlclicc
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bcjclvcll.'.I lrl.Iirs ju rr sir;ciul ir,-rok in his crotrit

i.uld gJ\c 1ii,i i!il('i^lcl snLrrd sheatltcd il1 blatk \ri1h

sil\cr.

\\)llcn til. Sullan *ns rcildl' to takc his ieare.

hc rcclucoieil that hc rnighl dcpart b)' lolhcr

Ioulc for sul,'clstitiJus rL'asolls. A door titrough the

palacc gardcus rrls trpclcd lbr hitu and a raurp

placcd lrorn thc pavilio[ to thc gardens so that

the .Srlllalls horsc [tighL pass through (49,).

lr1 tirc yclr A.Ll. 305 an ernbass.!'Iron ttre

Byzi.urtinc Enri:cror canrc to Baghdad with presents

arid a proposul to certtciudc au armisticc. Thc

Caliph ordcrccl u rcccprirrn for them. Thc amry

oI ollg h[Ln(ilcd and siNlv thousaud soldic6, snlartly

drcssid and |.rlly arnrcd. rvas lined from the Gatc

of Shammasila 1o Dar Al-l(hilafab. Thcss wero

followcd by scvcn thousand servalts, thcn sevee[

buncired /rcjib.r'. Thirry-eight lbousluld curtains of

.1iD4r; dccoratcd thc walls of Dar Al-Khilafah atd

t$€llty-two thousand rLtgs \\elc laid lbr the occasion.

Also thcrc rvcrc a huudrecl chained lions, cach onc

with a tamcr, taking part in the reception (50).

Tho post of /irrjil-r, rvhich has been mcntioIred

prcviously, was ycl another aspect of court Protocol

whiclr was adoplcd. 'fhc lttjib cane to bo the

equir,:rlcnl of the prcscnt-day master'of-cercnronics'

Tlre office ttt At-lliiuba was rlot klnwn until l,tre

tirnc crf the Oal4rL. Al Mutawakkil. l'rior to this,

Caliplrs cmplo-r'c<l a sirnplc doornraq Al'&twwab'

Lr lact, accorciing to Al-DaynLrl(51;, 
c 

UInar ercn

discouragccl his gttvctnor frour havitrg bawwubs so

that the peq)lc tnight sec thcm lrcely-

Duri0g iJrc Unaylacl pcr:iod this titlc s.crus

to havc chan:cd. lVc iinrl .{l'tr{as 
cudi 

ruferring

to pcrsorls irr chafl:c of crltry to thc Caliph by tllc

temr. u!ltiit, rvi:iclt nlcalls "the ()nc v"ht)

fernjts"(52).
1-hc pr.-i;tt'.tisiics 11, a l,tiilt \Yerc that he shottrd

be miclclle-ageC. b,ji\!,ec;'l thirl) and filli' -v-.cars oid,

or a rlcli-pi;s:rrc:i olcl mln: he should bc intel!i-

gcrl- diplorirrtic. 
".011"\'ers.ld 

in collft ctiqtlottc. ba!c

tbc Jbilir,\ to cllFe \\rtll ihlliculL stuarions aad

take dccisions au hc shtrulcl bc hauclsourc (r3)

fhc use oi the curla-in to scparatc thc Caliphi

h'om otltcrs prescnt ilr tlle atldicllce hall is another

:rlictl cttslom. fhc rrtatn io cltargc o[ this cunain

is callcd li/rrirarn Bush in Pcrsian (54). lt is be-

li$ccl tbat Al-lvlansur $as the Iirst Calipb lo

{dopt this custoul (55).

A nurubr'r ()f Caliphs uscd tbe curtaitl, antott;]

tlem llarul Al-I{ashid. (56), Al-Mahdi (57). rrd Al-

Muctadid(58). lL was cspccially uscd ou lcisurc

occasions, suclr as bauqucls. Ai-Mansur usctl itr

have twcuty cubits -bcnvcett hilrtscll and thc curtaltr

and the samc dislalce bctrvceu it and his retinuc (-59)'

Al-Mahdi was the lirst Caliph to appear Io his

courlicrs on such occasiols. Hc justified his djs-

rcgarclirtg thc ctrstom saying hc took orore plcasurc

ju sceirtg his courriers (60). The Arabs relerred lo

thc ulan 11 chargc of tbis curtail by tlc tcrm'

Al-Muvakkal l)i'l sit(\rah, "the one enlrusted \Yith

the curlain". Therc is evidence that this custom

was not limited to thc Caliph's courl but was also

uscd by thc wealthy.

'Ihe use of clcl:hauts is anotlter manileritation

oI foreign iufluenc.c. At-Masc udi rclates that Al'
Mansur was inlerestcd in collecting them, as they

were valucrl by the earl-v (Sassanian) kilgs, and

preparing them 1or war, Iestivities and otber pur-

puscs(61). -fhc 'Abbasid" u-sed elephanrs and

dromedaries to prrblicly disgr{ce their cuemie; when

capturcd. Therc captives worc normally dresscd in

ycllo$' and rerl silk wiLh a' burttlts on their hqads'

aciornsd with coloutod ribblrns and bclls (62.)'

'l,he trappirgs of the elcphants and dromcdaries

uscd for Babik A1-l{hurranri and his brothcl itr

thc year A.H. 221- accorllirlg ro Al-Mascndi, rvcrc

ol r'.:cl and green t!ihui atlcl tarious colrltrrccl silks

Uabik ,hinrsclf rvas dressec! in a red :ilkun 
'/ttr.rac 't'

woven \\'ilh gold and \''i1h jewels dorrn its front

On his head wai iI gr!'lti qulrotsrru tt in lhc shapc
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troll oll tllc lollotrurg subJe\]ls: I dLrssuPJorl ol llr!

lularo lll .Bagdoau Jrru rL5 i.UUCUrLrCs, corluucl rll

Inc prescllcc oi ixs \'u1tPq l]lc lulos iuld lr[lcuon

ul L[c lrastcr-ol'ccrcruelucs orucc, Iulss oI cou]pa-

ulonslup or LuitPrts ll) l'rloccssrgns' tllc dLcss or

trig LaiiPir ili]!.I ol tirL)sg scciluu aud]clcc, gtrls

b\lslo\rcd by ulo LallPtl ou ll//lrc\ 8,tl!s oI uouour

and g,lrs oi coNPaiuuuslxP' lr'1o u(cs to tlrc c:ulprr,

pLuascs used irl ohislal corrcspulldcllcc, lulu

otJlcr rullrutli.lc ror]cslulg iite iu, court (+E)'

'lb.g uuthor slaics irlits pre4urble Uat hc iras

wriuen tiis brtol bcctiuse tire prolocol oI Dar /\l'
Klitalah had beer coustantiy chaugrlrg wrur l'lro

pa,ssage oI tinc iurd lrecause be wisircd !o rccord

custoDs obssrvcd .Lr carlier days, duriug tbe

c 
AoLrasid caliPiule, Ior llre Plcsgnli ar1d luturc

rse oI tlosu ar cout, trral ltrey should uo[ bc

Iorgo|,|eD. i'or liis ldofuuLiou he co stlltcd lrls

gr:aacilat]rer, lbrahr$ Ibu liilai, rvlionr irs oolsidsrsd

air authontY.

. Ths conteuts o; the book clearly sl$tY tlrc bigh

dogree of sophisticaLion in courl Protocol achicved

during thc "Abb*il period' In lact, it aPpears

more coD.servativs aDd conPlicaled thlul Uls pro'

tocol obscrved, in drc United Kirgdom today! !-or

example, it wa$ llot penDitted to rcmove the turban

within the compound ol Dar A]-Kbilafah whstber

in the Caliph's presellce or not: it was tbrbidden

to sit cross-legged in tlre European malner' agau

withrn the comp<.ruud; it was imPossiblc to seek

au<lience ur ess ctad in black outer Sannents and

a black turbau; it was lorbidden to wear red boots'

since thcse wcle rcsetv';d tor the Caliph' However'

maly oI tbc detailed pohts listed are wbat we

would now corlsider matters of pcrsoml hygens

and etiquEtte,

There is an interesting description ol thc reccp-

rionot thc Sultal. 
c Atlld Al'Darvla' bJ' thc Caliph'

^Al-'l'a'c. in th.; ]ear 'A'H 367' The Caliph sat

on his sarri' at tllc head of a three-doncd paYiliort

(the sir,lli). Arounrl him and on citlter side rvere

[10!d Ll]alr a huldrcd ol .iils 5!1"llllLs' rlrJl ) dressed'

sotuo uc(i cilu.iglrl iitru ditiL!J a\!5, t'!iiuto lii"lilcrr

s\t'ltdllcs. ijcroig Lllc LLii! *iii iuo Qur'au oi

" Urlrnorr. Iie trililleii \', ils liics:'u iir bilcri with

a lottg po,-tiicil ilai uli llis ii'Ju' tirr 'u5 si'oil"iucrb

Nas tilc l'lol)lrc! s b:'i!tt, \\ Lrs 'trJirll "l'-: r'roi)ilct s

bar alld hc lvurg tilg iroPuci s s$oru'

lirc courtyiud iscii r"ur r')pcu !'ii ;.illu a s(licu

r,rl r//!aj, scul by ",:rtiud ,\l-Liiwlir, uls lt'les {';Loss

tilc ccriil;rt coiixulis s() i,rot lig sriuui!' oc t o rlrsl

to sce liru Cliipit. r'trs. ![e soldilr! ot 
c 

'\tlud
AI-Dawla, l)ay.iu0rs iuti I ur'\s, \YtLr uslrctcd rtr

urraruretl. iluu ca|ro LLln 1r:'!ttLtj (ri1o licscolldiurls

of thc l'ropiler), urc qd.//J arlu ilglrr'drNurg elrlciills'

A-lter lilcm cirr]lc tits ltLtiibs ol l,ilc Lirrrylr, urcsscd

h, b.lack with dra",n s!ioru;' atld triu n4./t/'s ot

e Adrd Al-Dorvlu

. I'illalty Lhc Sultarr Litirscii was giv'rt p\-:tnussron

[o appear. As soo[ as llc entcreJ ttro scrocll was

littecl' 'fwo courticrli ciurc lorlvar(l to lcil Luur

tha[ the Caliph hacl seou i]ilr]' ihis wa:j lhe sigu lor

him to kiss tlle ground' TlJs lic dirl cvcry lcw

stcps [nti] he rcacircc! tho C:rliplis lbrorrc' Illcn ile

kisse<I his hancls ans lt:ct' All archcr haci by this

titnc takcn up his statiou iir th': cr')urlyarcl with

tluwcts iulahiq (a bow tlot shot ston($)' 'fhis was

to clrive away any crows thiri lrligbt 'tlight ncarby

since thcir cawittg wltr; c(xlsi(jsls(l i| bir(l tDrlcll'

c
'lhc Caljplr pl,r; '''- ,\'Jud Al-i'i'rrrlr o'l a sqtl'tlc

chair at his rjght irlnd \Yir ch 
"ra5 

thc scal ol

princcs. Ilc Iurthui itolr(l'lrer: !ilr' r'i ' a clor!rl' a

sword aDd sevcral gitLirt"ltts ol s:lli l:tltl oroeadc

'I hc whole was so lrcavy that 
c Ati-rtl '\l-D'Lrvla

could no longcr do obci'a])c! to liiJ lluliPh l-hc

Sultan \Yas agaill s';irred atrci bat't tcLs llrjsintc(i to

hinL one tcprcsclltilig ll:iiil(';;t-\' o\ef lh'j calLcr'n

region, rhe otllJr ll)' tr"c"ier ' r":irrn 'fh'r C-:iii)h

hi[rscll tied tltem i.r iir:it .ri'!'': i-iJ (]ocllr-lc-.11

nt the fLrll pol ;r5 .ri\': tc' th: S-:l Ln ai ;il'[

rcad antl thc Crlip! Dl'tc"ti Itt': L'r tlie 5ttl"un's

- 
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L,u the $outh (+1).

Dcaliug rviLh thc subjc,Jt oI c[,: glor icltrotr und

agrandiscmcut oI kilgs. lbri 
c.qbd 

Rabih stltcs

that kings shorilci rlol bc itskcd abou! tl].qrr lcclurSs

or hca[ir. .t i1c] sL]ould DoL evc[ bc blcsscd lI L]rc)'

sncczc. llstcad of si!)'ii.]g 'Ilow docs thc PIiIcc lecll'
'fhis ruonlng o.rre sirrtLrld say, Ma! God a]i rr: ti]is

noruing a bUssiul ald gloricrus ouc Ior t.l.lc I'r'incc'.

Lf the PiilcJ rvcre ill aud r,tlc wiutcd LD citqurrc about

should sa)', his condiiiou, ouc should sa;,, "Mly
God briug dorvn I-j.is bclling iurd rncrcy or Lirc

Princr,''. (-12)

I| iJ alro rccolulrclrdcd tha! lcrsorls nl t]]c

presence of tlle Sultaix si]ould roc cnchallgo grcct'

ings widr each other, silrc,., ij] tho /,t.4r1, oul) tltc
du€s oI the Sultau or'c to be rclrdcr,rd ('lJJ.

'Ihe accoDrpalj'lrent oI tire Sultan or Caliph

is also dealt rvitl:- Ibu "Abd ltubin, qootlg
Shabib lbn Shayba, states tJrat whocver accompa'

aies the Caliph shou.ld be in sucir a positiotr t]rat,

if tlie Caliph should wish to enquire sonrcthirg

of him,.be bas no need to tuIl1 his head to do so.

Further, one acconpanyixg llrc Caliph shottld

posiiion hinxelf in such a way that, if &e Caliplt

should wish to turr towards hin'L he woulcl not be

tacing the sun (44). This is to sparc the Caliph thc

d.isconrlort oI having the sun in Is eyes.

Another autbor adds that the riding compa-niotr

ot a Caliph should ride tlownwind ard slightly in

advancc of rhe Caliph, agai.n to avoid having the

Caliph turn torvards him and to spare hin thc

dust from the horsrs' hooves (:15).

In fact, Ibn Al-Azraq statcs thar, for the Pre'

servation of tie Sultan when he appcars to thc

pubLic, he sbould be on Lroseback; he shouTd not

precede his retinue, in case he should meet lvitil

soneone without ltts huiil,; and he shoulcl not ride

at the rear, where he would sulicr ttre dust fronl

his retinue's horses. Ibn Al-Azraq recomrnends

that the Sultan be in a central position \vbrc there

iu,l uloro pcr.lplc bcJril'J i]lil iirull .iLLJlrL ol lntrr'

i\calc!! tu ijllrl, liic illa5i ij.l!,t;!i -l,iu c-\i)jri!ir'cd

oL itrs ct-rui!rcrs !nuLiili ;lLrc iLlu, DcrilLld llLiil, tt-ic

&rosl COUTJS;IJL:s. l1e irls!) !i!5.hij'5 i,lc i:Jrtijuiour

of l.ho Surtiut \\ili!( suJultl lic !.llgilliLid \\riiioul

lroilauig ;rir. !ifrDtj r\li.ioui l,'.ir3 liL\ulolis \+oJ

Ai-Atttls'udi tclaLcs r.rLittr rttics loi Lhc uornp'r-

niousi-up oI r caiilir uil uuc ili.lrilir ri'irclLrcr otr

cancl or iuulu, -Lic icris !$ lilc s(Ql) ur -.\ii rbu

i\l-Jururj.\i--[sl'i-t1i |riro w..15 ar ii!\oiiills oj. l1^0

CiLlipb, .,fi-r\ru",J5;l,l,iLi rris drrls,rU r).rsull.rlit)'

Al-\4uc tasiut sctrL lviLtiiLiliutitti lbjl ill iriid ro go

[o lbll AL-J uuairi arii orucr iiiu t,r d,.: i)ie]riJrcd io

acconp&[y tl]c CaltlrL tllc iicrt !iay. -tlrc ilicsseugcr

wcl1t to lbii Ai-j tulJrl auii urucicd inlu to Prclarc

Jriurscll iiccllrtitttg to rui rulcs t-,J Cuiipir s courpa-

nioriship alrd 'baialtcutg'', Llul iJ, to ricic trn t]rc

santg ll]Ounl iu a ilt-tlvrh-1ii,,) culirlrtrsLiln. Ib| Al'
Jurard rvus Puzrled alld asllcti iriru, "llow do r

preparc mysci.I? '' ShoulC i uxcirirrtgc rly head lor

auotbcr I "should I bLly a ijdard olilcr Lirau D.urcl

Do I incrcesc my staitus? "i am llror,.: Lirau rcady 
"

f ire ncsscngc[ replictl, "l)o yi)tl stiil rIoL kllow

rvha[ tl]e nilcs oI co,rt1:anir.rrtsirip ol thc t aliph ald
'bilancing' a[c'i "

lbn AlJuuaid asl'cd iriui \vlr.it lirey l!ct:o anLl

tbc Dcssulger said lllitt hc shouL.l bd intercsl lg rn

his coDV€ffatiou a.rrcl clisr.;ttssiotr, i]c sliot d liot sprt,

cougLr, clcar his lhroal, bitlw lris ur'ls,:, or ptceede tho

Caliph il ruourliirlg altiiorigb, ltc sjtoLtlLI (lisnotrlll bc'

Ior hirn. If lhc$! rtllos lvori rloi olicivucl lllc rltesscn-

gcr waroed linl lhilt he \'/o!ll(! bc ir: gcroii its lllc lead

wcighl ustd to balancc thc itot,diL. Morcovcr, hc

should nol slccp il t\c Criil-'h riicl, buL bc on Do

alett to lakc r-'alc oi l-'inr ill cx'!- i;r!'ili)!'!lit -shoirld

topple over (47).

Ote oI lh; rloit lliorrl)i.!l:\t i,'l\)i.) abc)111 thi

txotocol ol Dor .11-|.;iriIdi!lt is l,le b1 thc carl]

I lth ccnitLr] Iiisl,'ira:t. I i ' 'i !',!i '\l-liiLtit-iilt AI-

Sabi 1lr.- h,,'..\ f';. .'i. r. r.i. l.',:tl. I itt'1'rtn:r'
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\tfucK, each \\'eigbjxg t\yo car!"rs, rind to colour

them re4 leuorv and black- Seveu huadr!'d DI .oi5

retiIrue wcre instructed to prepare costumcs {or'

tlrclselves, each oue dilterent trolrr dre othcr. Thcu

tbe Caliph rvaited for a wildy day. When a suirabic

day arrived, a marquee oI lorty dool.s was crccted

and thc Calipl sat with trris reilnue for moflring

drinkhg. Then ahe dirhams werg thrown .itr tbe air
alld ca-rried by the wind in exactly the samc ruarurer

as rose peta.ls (34). The celebratiou of the Nrr'l,/r(
by Al-Mutawalkil is also described by At-Shabushri.

quoting lbn Hamdul, wbo witnessed the occasiorl.

Maoy gifts were brought io l.he Caliph inclucling

statues of ambergds (35).

Accord.ing to Al-Suyuti, Al-Mu 
ctadid, in rhc

year 282,aboLished the Nuvruz celebratioru and all
activities which were of Mageal origin (36).

Durfug the Unalyad peliocl, toreign influencc
wa.s rnost apparsrt h re lield of admirusuatron.
I'-or e)tAmple, spe-cjalised publfc olfices (the piwals),

l'he prorocol oI the court was inlluenced to a lcsser

dcgree rqg by depudes" were est4blished.. But lully
developed a!.d refined dunng the Abbasid period.
A large numbcr of books were written on this
subject.

Mfiha'c jl cAwwad, 
rho ediror ot Al-Sabi,s

boo\ "Rusum Dar A.l-Kb.ilafah", presents a biblio-
gaphy of more thau two hundred alrd twenty-
eight books deali4& wholly or partially, \.virh proto-
col, govemnent, diplomacy and war. The oldcst
o! these is "Kitab Al-Ayin", wriften by lbn At-

Muqaffa - '159/ 142(37). Thc subjects covcred by

these books are extremely widc, ranging from the

personal behaviour of the king to the width of
pape( used in oiiicial corrcspondenc€.

Ibn Al-Azraq. in his "Bacla'c Al-Sitk',. prc-
sents us with a most interesring paragraph on thc

requirements o{ thc audience hall and ths p,jfsonal

conduct of the .Sultan in it. According to hiur.
apart from the building ol thc lrilrs (audicoce hall).

the rdli (throAc) is il basre reqlrrren)(ni \r11\c tl),

uaturr' of regality dirdairs that the Suitirri sh,'rrI
be sealed equfllll' rith olhcrs (.18).

ln rcgard oI thc E:rsoual conduct o[ rli,.' Strltar

iu the ,ldi&J. Ibn Al-Azraq lisls iLspedts both (,

tlcsirablr:a.nd rrnclcsi rabL' behar iLru r. ll cct'runrerrrl,,'L

arc; groourins, silcnce, diguitl, rcscrvc in thc prc.

$nce of thc lait_v. sittin-t cross-lcg-gcd. sruiling

rather thau larghing. cr'rnrpr.rsilg his <lrvl spcccl'

carefully, ind listcning witholt shou'iug a -qrcat dcir

of surprise.

Wi:at he s(lviscs thc Sultan agliust alr. thr

follo\ying: clasping thc lingeru, pokilg thc lcuc.

placing the haud on the beard, laughilg, tuming

the head, stretching llre legs, stardilg and si ing,

shitting position once seated, playing with the ring.

picking the tceth, gesticulating, excessiYe spitti[g,
suetchiflg and yaw[ing, clemonstrating delight or
t{ispleasurq so that }ds emotions may not be obser-

v€d (39).

Regardillg points of protocol (xpected to bc

followed by those grar[ed atr audiencg Lbr A1-

Azraq statcs tbat they should salutc tle Sultan rvith

the lslalric salutation, be seated irr his presencc iu

a posidon accorditrg to their rank, ald accordiug

to some theologials, they should kiss bis ha-nd. Ibn
Al-Azraq theu msltions drat this ]ast striclure wa$

considercd hatetd by lmam Ma-lik and Jurlh$r

rele[es tjrot lvhen a mar: kissed tho ]ranr.l o{ Hishanr

lbn 4 Abd Al-Malik, Hisham exprcssi:d hi;, tlislikc

oJ this custorn a.nd told the nr0n thal lhc Arabs

nevcr kissed ,hands except in cxtreme lcar, and thc

Persians ouly ii: sutrmission. lbn Al-Azraq adds

that the) shou.ld- not approach too closc tr) thc

Sultan (40).

lbn - Abd Rabih, rvriting in rli( ll) c(.ntur.,.

on thc subject of kissin.q lhe harrtl. spccili,:.s thc

positions of variorrs kisses. Fle lraintairs that thc

kiss of the Imam shorild bc on rhc haird. thc kisr
of thc father on th!'hcad. the bfothci orr thc rlt.';k.
thc sistcr on the chc.st- and thc Liss ol tiiJ ,.\ilJ



"Uuro, rr'". iuulo!-ed at Mu 
ca*i1a's 

sumpru!)ls

iUpctruircc rncl elilse to ignr)rc irim. This rcactirrn

Irfgr)littcd \'luc iL*it'lt l() disDrLr[[t and lirlltr*' lltc

(-irliph rrrr lr.rot irt trLrlct to explairl iris app.'arancc

in this rnluu!'r (lii).

Wc rttity asstrnrc. rlillt sr.rttt.r 'crldnt!. lhltt thc

nrlcs ol cl)urt pr(rtoc(t \\crc initiarccl by Mtrc a*i--ua.
.l'hir slcns. nrosl pr()babl). lrom linding hims!'lf

irl thc nlidsl o[ l ct urntuuil]' rvhich was. unlil thcr).

iln intcgral |arl ol thc' Blzii[tii]c EtttPirc. au cnrpire

l'ith t long tradition iu -govcfltnlcLrt and sulltpttlotls

c{)rrr( lilc. wilh intricatc probc(,1.

In ordcr lio grin thc r!'spect o[ 0re Sl'rians aud

their obedience and lo keep tlle Byzantines and

thcir s).mpathisers at bay, he purslr.-.d a uunrbcr

of ingenions policies. Amongst these was thc adop-

tion of pageantry fir show of forcc. Iu fact, this

was the explanalion given by him to the Caliph ol

the ilcidcnt :ncntioncd beforc.

' Mus arviya evcn planned a kidnapping in ordcr

to tcachthe Byzlntincs ttrat thc Caliph had "a long

arm" (29). The story is Jclated by Al Masc udi that

a Qurayshi prisoner of war was struck on the

face by a Patriarch, in the presence of the Blzantine

tsmpcror. -l'he 
irrisoner blamecl Muc awiya for this

bccansc he had cle)ayecl cxchanging prisotlcrs with

thc Blzautincs. Muc awil'a rvas evcntu:tlly able ttr

exchangc thc uran. Upou recciving detailed infor-

mrtion aboul the Palriarch from him, he planned

the kidnapping und carricd it out rvidr the aid o[

a man lrorr Sur, u'lto. according to thc plan, pre-

tcn(led to bc a mcrchant. After a lumber of bttsi

ncss irips t() th.' Imperial Cotlrt at Constantionoplc.

ii"- succcedeci ill ltuiDg thc Patriarch to llis boat

b1- rneans of a set of Sosangird carPets and ctlshions

for rrjrich th. Patriarch had a-.kcd. Whcn thc

j)atrialilr \ras irresentcd to him. Muc awi.''.a rcccivcci

hjrn c(rrrr1-.riLrsl\ Thr'n ht- sent for the Qural'shi anrl

arfrc,.l Jriir ri, \i|il;L- the I'atriarch baek in thc samc

-

place alci maurret in which hc had bccn stnrsk.

Wh;rr thj. \\'as dottc. Mtr 
carvi):r 

c,' ]lor(cJ rll(.

Patriarch and ftrld hinl thal he rvas mcrcll execul-

in-e jLrsiicc'. -fhcn hc prcscrtcd the Patdalch \\'ilh
gifts a|d scnt him back fo (-'o!rstan iillopic (:10).

Aftsr his succession ro the c-.rriphatL-, N{rf awila
\'as considerr.d to.be the _lrreatcst ol the thrcc -qrcrt
LImay''1ad -stttesntcn-caliphls. Tirc othcr tlvo wcrc

"Ab(l Al-M"lik. the buiklcr o, rhc I)o[]e ot' thc

llock. and l{ishanr (31).

Mrrcar.,iya developed a deep irltcrest in thc

biographies of earlier kings, thcir conduct in war

and peacc, and their mctho<is of administration.

AI-lVIasc rrdi, amorlg others. relates that Muc arviya

uscd to lislen hvicc a day to storics, biographies and

histories of earlicr ul{iolls. r,hich rverc rccitcd by a

tcrln of younlt courticrs whr) were assigned to this

task (32).

It can bu assumecl that. in l.his 'way, a good

number of foreign customs. mostly Sassanian, were

introd ced into the life of the Islamic court..

Customs other ihan those concerning protocol

are rccorded. such as. thc cclcbratlc)l1 of thc

Miltrujun, thc artumn festival. cluring thc 
t'Abbasid

pcriod. the Shslcdh u and the Nrtryrrrz, tho Pcrsian

Ncw Ycar. Al-Mas 
cudi 

clcsclibcs a Mihntiurt cele'

bration by thc (:aliph, Al-Radhi, wherc sigttcrs itncl

actors were broughl to pcrfbrn al thc cor'lrt ilnd

the Caliph bcslolvcd -lrifts of monul -l'hcre is alsrr

evidence ol this celebration bcing held. at a r]]rrch

carlier date, itr thc caliphiitc of Al-Mu'mttn rvho.

according to Al-Mascucli. rr'citcd ir pocm conccrlLng

th(j occasion (33).

Al-ShabLrshti relatcs tho story ()l .{l-lvlutawkkil's

cclebration ol the Slalkulu which traditionally- in-

volvcd the scattcrir),c of rose p.'tal:. On this palli-

ctlar occasiol r()scs \\cre not i11 seilson and <o

thr' Caliph t-rdercd iirt- million rlirhanr. t,' be

10 --



Nac mrn eanlerl l s trlgic fatc ulder the elephillrts'

fcet (i7).

It secols thill thcsc cont?'cts did not havc any

influence on thc Mckkans, either bcforc Islam ot

aftenvards cspccilllv duling the reign of the first

for.rr Caliphs stlcr thc Prophet' Iu fact' we havc

evidcncc thal tltc cxttemc austedty of the first

Caliph, Abtr Bakr, had a hrunblirrg effect orl others

Al-Mascucli relates thilt Dhu Al"lClac ' the

Himyarite liing. c:rmc to Abrr Bakr li'ith a thousancl

slaves, apnlt from tltosc rvlo accompanied him of

his o\ryn tribc. IJe rvas clad in t nurnber of gar'

ments heavily embroidercd with gold and hs wore

his crown. Whcrr hc saw the austerity of Abu

Brkr's appcararlcc hc tliscardcd his regalia and was

seen by some of his rctinuc in a market place at

Madina with a shecl:skhr on his shonlder(l.8)'

Al-Stryrti tclat!'s thflt, whcn Abu Bakr was

installed as Caliph, the ncxt norning he was seen

by 
c 

Um,rr Ibn Al'Khattab catrying some garments

on his zrrm. lle was hcading for the rnarket place'

When Umar askerl him about his destination and

intention, Abu Rakr fold him he was going to the

market to earn his living (19).

In fact, crowns lvere apparcnlly never wom by

the Calipli-s. althoueh they were often prescnted by

them, dnring thc cAbbasid periocl' to kings and

sultans in thc ccremonies of their appointments'

Such incidents nre mentionecl by variclrts authors'

Al-slytrti records the Caliph. Al'Wathiq' crowning

Ashnas. thc Tllrk.. with a bejevre'lled crown and

two bcjcrvelled ncckiaccs (20): Al'Ta'c crorvning

c 
Adud Al-Dawla rvith a bcielrcllcd crolvn a necr'

lacc, t$'o gold anlbancls. ancl a srvord (21) and

later cro\"'nitrg his son. Slmsam Al-l)arvla (22)'

It is also interesting to r]otc lhat Ibn Maroa|ry'

in the year A.H. 317. orclc:ccl that the crorvns of

the Sassanian kirgs :lrotrld hc no<1"11;d for him

He thcn seicctcC tllc dcsisl of '\nushirq'an lbn

Qubad's crown and ha<l one made for l mselt' At

the same ti-me, hc had mrdc a golden sa'ir (throne)

encrusted with jewels ancl a bejewelled robe

Accorrling to lbn Miswahvayb' ibn Mardawi' in

A.H. 323, ord.cred tllat the palace of Ctcsipho[ be

rcpaired ancl restorcd to its original pre-IslaIric

forn as he planrctl to use it a$ his resiclencc (23)'

hrstcad of ctolvns, thc Caliphs wolc tur'

bans(24). This is lllost probably because of a tradi-

tion, attributed to the Prophet by some traditiona'

lists, and to Unrar Ibn Al'Khattab by othcrs'

which states that: "Thc turbans are the crowls

of thc Arabs", or, "The turbans are thc crowns

ot thc Arabs: when (or if) they discard tbe tur-

bans, their glory will bc diminishecl by God" (25)'

Apart fronr " Uthn,on. tte third Caliph' the

two other sa y CaliPhs, 
c 

Umar and 
c Ali' werc

as anstere as Abu Bakr. Their behaviour was

followetl by their governors in the various regions'

The relationship between the early Muslims and

the lour Caliphs was extremely democratic' They

were often adtlressed by their first names Even the

Propbet used to be called by his first name until a

Qur'anic sua prevented this and substitoted

"Rasul Allah" (2O'

Abu Bakr used to be callecl "Khalifat Rasul

Allah". When 
cUmar 

succedecl him it was found

awkward to call him "Khalifat Abu Bakr"' By

chance thc telm, "Amir Al-Mu'n.rinin" (Prince of

the Faithful), was appliecl to him (27) and found

to be very appropriatc. Hence this titls was adop-

tcd by all the following CaliPhs

The first tendenc)' towards pageantry was

shorvn by Muc atuiva Ibn Abu Sufya'n' rvho was

then a governot for " Ur"ar in Syria' When

cUmar went to Syria he took with him only one

companion imd the! both rodc on donkeys'

N{uc arvil'r. lrouevcr. rlcnl out in grand cavalcadc

to reccivo thc Caliph Upott ntecting thc cavalcade'

-9 
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Thus rvc llnr! orrrseli..s iustified in pursuirg

this linc of rcs!'irrch- or1 the assunption ihat t.hc

inforulliion ctD al-\o bc appiicd to latcr Islamic

rolal lilc. bccause tlrc1, iormctl plccedcnts *lticir
\!,!r'!: foli()w!'al P:lrllJ f(rr pious rcasons. 5incc tltc

cariv caliphs nlrc rcvclctl. iut(l lill'1iJi lbr thc sak.'

rr! rrrrin l a irr'i r:: lsl;rnric lradilion.

Recarrsr-' r.f l{rc 1\,i(lc lirn!c trl rnrr(crial irtvi,'lreLl.

I havc chr-rsr'n l{r gi\. 1)r'irrfil\' 1(-} llc rl-los{ obliolls
s],nrbols r)l rr(rr)lrrclr1. srrch rrs. llrc crowo. thc

li)r(xtc. Ir('lr.c(\1. pir,liltrir\'. a\l ravir ngart (.: arl(l

h.isurc pursnils. in an lltcnlpt to fill thc gap lcl't

by thc sh ort,,rour irrgs of tlre illustrak)rs. whonr \\,c
l.relicvc could not. hava had Rn) firsl-lr:incl

knorvledgc' of coLrrt iifs.

Prior lo Isla|lr. accortlirg lo rnlny Arab sourccs,

the Arabs of 1hc Pcninsrrla. aucl espccially the tribe

ol'Qural'sh. hrd ir l'air kn )$'l!'d.ge of corlrt lite ar)d

rcgll pl1rrrF I:hrough actLiul co]]tirct $,ilh tllc
Sassaliarrs arid the BrzanlinL's. as wcll as by tord
r.rf month.

,\l'lvlaserrtli slai.i ll)il( (l]!) tlcrsial't5 uscd io
scod gifls t1) thc Ka b:r 1or lhc ag€mndiscncr)t

o1 lbrahirrr. ti]cir ancestor. Ti)c last of thc l)crsian

kings to visil thc li cba 
irr pilglluagc ea5 Siirsal.

Aftcr thc ril-ual oi ttt,al, ha maclc the usual

Pertilnt :unt;ttlrtr at Jsnracil's \4 cll. Zornaunw is

an conlatopr-'iiic lcrru lppli.d lry thc Arabs irr rc-

ic:circo tt' a kinil ol Pcr.jian praycr rccitcd uD(lor

Ibc brealh. lI.'rrce lh) q,tll carne 1o bc callctl thc

Wr-'ll of Zanrzam.

According to .\ l-Mar: 
cuclj, 

Sassan. on l.ltis

:r*;1si1r11. ppiirr'611,.1 a lill tc tl-c lia'bu comptir,iI1r:

ol l!!r! !(tLlel gltcile.. jr,r'cl;. svolr.Js. anrl a largc
(luartitl. o[ ctdd. (6t 'i hcsc r',cr; lalcr salt,agetl

fr,rrrr lhe \\"ll c,l lr|Izl;4 b.
Ibn Ha\|im. ,,..h(, tr(J1j th:- or)l,l

c,\bcl,\l-\ltrrratiir

{)l rrnC -sa7clle. an(l

thal of thc scabarcls of lhe swords lot the d!'co.a-

. .. -_ c.
titrn o[ thu door ol rirc Ka- br. Hc plrLcd th),,rh..
gazclle inside it (7).

A nunrbcr ol promirrcnt QLrralslris. srich u: .\bu

Suf-van (8), prcsgntc(l tilcmsclvcs al thc Blzartinc

arld thc .Sassania cLrurts. Wc rcad of scvcral arti.

culatc Arab spca.tricrj ha!irl.q thcir Lrorvlc(lllc tcstcd

bl Sassanid kings (9). Thcl rlcre also in contad

rvith the- ,\rab Ghasslnid Kingd(n ol Slril. th.
Arub L-akhamiri Kingclorr of llira (l{l). and lltc
.,\rlh Tlinr),aritc Kingdour of Ycnrcn (l l). r,vho hld
palrcanlIl of thcil ou'rr. bascd on Sassanian and

l.ll'zanlinc paseanlq,. couft lifo tnd protocol.

Dhu nl-Kila.c thc Himyarite King ot Ycrrcn.

was clrcsscd in silk brocadc and worc his crou'rr

$,hen he visited nbu Bak;:(12). Jabala lbn Al-
Alr;ham. the Ghassanid king, drcssed hinsclf and

his rctinue in silvcr and gold brocacle rvhcn hc

approacberl Maclinl to prolecs Tslam at the hanrl

ofc l.tmar Ttrn ,Al-Khntlab. I{c also worc his

crorvn. whicl conlained thc famous earrin-qs of

Marya. his grandnrothcr (13). AI-Ash ath lb,r

Qay'ss, thr: Kin3r of Kinda. q'as one of a riumber

of Arab pcrsonalitics who lvore crowns and wcrc

given tlre trtle of Dhu At-'I oj (ll:']'t is, 'ate Crow-

ncd"). accordirrg to Mrrhammad Badri Fahad (14).

'l'hc nrosl farnous crorvncd pre-Islanric Arab

king, howcvcr. was rhc King o[ Hira. Al-Na 
crnan

Ibn Al-Mundhir, who oflen praiscd his pcoplc in

the prescncc of lbrcign cnbassics at thc Sassanid

coult. iD lctaliation against thc Sassanitl nlonarch's

insinuations ol fhcir unciviliscd rvar of liic(i5).
This behaviour r:arnc<j him the wrath ol thc

.Sassanid. Abra',r'iz. uiorn bc had carlicr antagolri-

scd wlicir Abrarviz rvanlccl to l'lcc Iroln a battlc

and thc Arab King rcfuscd 1o cxclla,r-gc his swiil

horsc. Al-Yahmum. for thc Sassandi s hcar'1 horsr.

Shabdar(16). Thc final brcak in lheir iclations

uantc utcr \l-Na 
cniur 

rsl,lse{] t,J !r\c Jri sl5i.r

tn nlarriaec 1o .\br:r',', iz. l-oi ritaic l,.cti,,n, .\l-

of rhe period thr\ (lcal \.i1ll.
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Ivl EDIDVAT. COURT T- I F E:

()IT'I.I E EVIDENCI'

TTIE'!'EX7'

A Lec!ur., <lclivarcd ut a. S\\11pl)r^itutt <ttt lslttttic Alittitt'lItt( l'.it1tit1r.

lidinhru'gh. Atrgrtst 1977

In keepiug \l,ith ihc thenro of {his svmirosiuur.

I have attenlptcd to present a survey ol lhc

developnrent of some aspects o[ royal lifc in rhc

Islamic court. during the Unrayyad tnd c Abb si(l

pctiods. This choice nray be justilicd by the lack

cf contemporaneous, documenlary workfi ol' att

depicting rcyal subjects.

Apart from thc tw{) wall paitrting; in Qusal,r:

cArnra. 
rcprcs.'nting "Th.' Wolld Rtrlcr" lncl " lirc

Kings of thc World" 1. the refiaildcr o[ thc stltrri

ol' Khirbal Al-Ma{.jar. which is belicvccl to rclr,i-

scnt Al-Walid ll. and thc early coins ol c 
Ab,l

Al-Malik, wc Iavc practicaliy r)o rcprcs!'irtatiotr oi'

royaltl fronr thu Urnarttci pcrir:C.

'l'he cAbbasid pcriod hirj iarc(l no bctter.

Thc carl;- I'ragnlcntar), rvall paintings oi' Sanrirrflr.

iliscovcred b.v t{rrzlclll (l). -r:iic rrs littlc or no irtlor-

nratior] abo l lhc cor.lrl Iilc rrl thc cAhbasid.

'Ihcir ligLrred cci,rs arc hi_rrlr sl.,lrs-'.J itrd i{) tjrJ..:

-givc us Iittlc h.:lp cithcr'.

As thc,.-arl;. lslarnic j,rir'riiuUr.i rvaillrL-)la l,' u::

appcar abolll the bc3inninl: ol (he thiftcinili

Dr. .4ttrlrtl Rahnatt .41'Ctriloni (Plt D.)

c"'llu1y, thcy corrld hardly bc cxpcctcd to give ns

a fair iclca of olhcr llrriocls. espccially as thcy onllt

iLrtcnrr ittcu tl) tacklc royal sccn!'s iulcl arc slllll'

nrariliy rcndcr'-'d. lt is otrviotts that thc adists

serre[ ]li, bascd thcir idcas of costtlirlc and sctli88s

()r colltcmPorarJ- !itc rathcr than alt('nlPtini: lo

r()ndcr thosc of thc pctiods th!'y wrrc illuslralinlr'

For craurple. lhc Kacba hls alrval's bccn depictcrl

in thc nriniaturcs (lrapcd itl bltrck' rvlrilst we ltavc

li(crafy evidcncc l,ltat it \\'ls covclcd by white

lihaj lty Al-Ma'mnn and th3.t this was contirrtcd

un!il thu cali:)hr{c of Al-Nasr'. Also flccording to

AI-SLr-r,'nli. MahnrLrd lbn Sttl.ltktnkirt. (luring thll

tlinc, drapetl tht l(acba with 1r-rllorv r1ilral. (3)

'fhcrc is also cvidcr)cc lhat ihc rvcaiing ol rsd b{)ol:

v,ts rcstrictcd to thc Ctliph (4). Onr: mny lssuDrc

llrrrt kir)gs. in latcr pcrirxls. [c{ainc(l that ptcto-sa'

l;\'L'. l.lo$'cvcr. as fnr ls I krt,'\',. thc or]l), nrinixlttrr

\'.,hich ,)h:iervcd t'lri\ ';c! ;s tn Ii;:th .11-,4ylnti (5'.

anl drlcs fronr 1118-1119 .\.D. l, C:nicts lltr'!t
r''l-Dir I-tr'lri s,'ittcril lnron,.l iris alt!-r(lants, oll(

r'1 rvir,ir i'r llso l::ttirr i(d ir-' lJ.. Tlti{ in(lic:tlu'{

1l:r1 {h: xrli.rl h:rd no !rl:u r.1' +lis privilcgc.

lclilll",!,' ! ., I I I i I i 1 I I i I , l {oi i f. ! ,:i

ir L:i,t ti:'ttt ..ii-1'ttr;!i-, t;1.

i'.,: c:rll tl:-'[r. .l"ltltott!it nrt'

,l:iia ,!r. !:1,:(,!_t( tiil,l. i!\ ill-

';, t,r'k. llltLriul front lrr,rrli'
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