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C* t)'#1,r../,).1 r c"tyi.Jl oi^ oeSl-'t
. 1fD ii i..E; i-lJ: C-Jl

.$-ittr C*'lt gr d jdt

;i iiJUl rl t{+Jit ) a-.h ,f .3Jlie c l,r;lrll1

6.rji.Li,ill:!.Jl-, Ct) n q<.jql d-*W o"f
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,-tJil .l n JF)lJl Cr-,t-l r,Jr- r-U i ot sccll'\r Jrtl 4r':; < "l:-!l .r' ( J 'i-tJlJ;;'lJl 1c liL,5-e-, (tr)
. tocp c \11o,JUl ,fr$

aXl d*iJ e" 6re ;;-.'/J<"i $UJl t-) rtr

,.-aLill 
,r- A Cilf c :l17 ila.l ,j +t-. €

l& e|lifr c .:.,U:lrLl ,tf;, oQ-:"tKlt cJLd-l Jl

v:LYt: c i-t:Il c,LlKJl & ,ySl s!' ;r$Jl

J^ta;r c 6e"-Jl -.{;Jl Jt ,i*" 6.ilt ( ,.frJl ,r

ora dllrrlJr ilY.rlJ c cJljJlL)/"fc dr:Jl c,t t"
L:"Jl J-t; S Jl;Jl rrl 

"lrec,*rLAil 

:rJ'--f V*:
. (r1) l.,lF i.Ai"JlGi sl.LJ!.i-l_y'

r ,- , i .;l dl C."r ,'r. -,ll rLr:Jl JSI JJ

Jf U-dl -;:t^ell ofi t .,,.:-:r,. $*.)tll., t-*Jl

, ,#a gi)t yALitGi tg-{,.d;-t ,f ilt :toi
./.l :L-iJl ,il1e . arLrJl a2-- I, 1> tarfJ

t:j{- t:V c LII i*' J$:J LJ;.:J| LiJl Jl-Jl
,a fi).Jl ( JLll Ct::jl 

r-rl.tli c ii:t*lJ ttiiL, JlJl
JL.:-1, , ,t-!ll ,t "ll;.:-t"Ll jlJl ..J!+Jlr JI.jJl

. (rV) (JJl oli i' c-,lr.eYl

ail ;q) e4t a-" uf :lJFJl Je ft\ Jl

&Jl .,Lf.r"r;eq ,;:ll iil,- &.rti , & ,: :lr
k J-*K. fel "Jl -;l.l":(,- -r; Jl a,L:ll iiJt ))

92- zlbil G ^,=-, ug :lll: 6 (lA) f6Jl-9>

G+; r^'-. -[lJl +., (rq)( 4:rllr LL4ltr Jil-)j

lv



,Alt4* dl e,., :U:Jl JKi)l ";'* JF)\JIJ

gi.Jl d,iJl ,Jl a(At o"t' St-. ,r-1_;ll 9:)11 .r_ 1y'I

.iijr ur 'hi: Jr i.;Jr J,tLJl -tf j4€ t'dl
-.Jl pe ,V *tr *,t j,..jt y_p 4,',l,Jl

f;L-y]lr Jri.,XJll Jl 'l^:J!ll ilrl r.t Clrl dp

", 
j))l 6ta V* ir Ll :12'1 c ,;Al *,!l ,9

,r:61 6s c rjta:' 6 +*- ))9o9tc u r,," g;JJl

,9tc t- ')L ai c otel Jl or- * -t ry ,p
& g:: *!a: u-'-. h':;l ;'a\ 6.>'1 c ;4- Jl

JU- Jt t .r" , ,*; a;\ )t aV ,::+ c t s . ,tr.t\l
u+- rr;:;r . ;.iJl .,i Jr.")u i:, .r!-ll .J;all ,r-rl

.-t<".it +.-l ".r\ijl 
tr-l;i d ;(l--It :l;U

. ({^)6F:Jl cut-
y<.t i,r}<Jll d/tlcJl G; rr^r;l ol* .r+"-r

& p:,,) &tK^Jl oi.a .,.rY , J;*.>{l JK;t ,,
, ..-, ieJfj"jt l*t t oi:lt ,*!; t iJl I ,3>.5>

,il ilJt-, , r","tll tx*K:, 
"j.:,.; 

L+! , ;,;-!t
4t -& d,tKJl rrl Lf 6 lul ,Jtr,r_r;*-(
fi c5:y- +* f! 6L9 . e..rti 1t .tU;r

Jri.,)tjl ,J. )^<.: o-+-llt L+iyl JfbL)l
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oIJ,( \1Yl JLa r -1i11 .ri u r,.r5-ll ;.*.:tt CUtr+-'-D ( Kttll :JjU ! Y'11o,((\11r ( i,./1 J,q.jJ,
,, JF r.Jl .,iL{;. D ( 3: *.r.Jl r." T-! { t^"r" ( l\1r,Jul ;cF r iLJl j rr r:i":ll iilrll n c,.-ol;l iL (rr)

. tl!P ( \116 jl2; c vliYl ;
lA

(t v)
(r 

^)



r urlll ,,. CKt ,J'f+ ,*L-; I c;r'-)t -5,
,-(:i r q-rJl,; oll oe I G ^Xtb, 

"^- r, t-F 6 t
; l:t- Ulf *) -fut-Ll . ar;>; oL;Yl ;'etn;

,'.:,Jj c uLill or.*: "ii- .lL:K:-! e ef
t llr))1 ,!U* r 'LUl i;Jl : +)--

. 1o l; "JLII

Jr-..---.- d;'!l -,t+Jt .:y't )l;tl ."a.4; rir

dt JJa.,YJl, 4l C-" i-",rl ;:;uI giLl-;:

ff.rn tr-ti , ,,!l lj,o J9- lJ;Ltl $J ' ! ll l"y'
r;ly r i"ir.,.]l {jll 6)U,"'jl 6l )Jtifi C-'Jl il Jl
;J!-),J .-r1 Jl urr,-t 

=oj ;- d , n"*;,"i J, JU-"

'ljJ,4'lr

iJ;rl /ir 6F:Jl CUt- 
LrL 

=i fJ.At f r"-

,i(-, . Jr;^,>tit, e-Jl Cr- A LAt Jtt-jt A
;4}l Jl LU :*t - j .j-rll C-'Jl ,)l Li'-t f t

J>tr b;t *.2' U + a*-l Aji ( rilll
f dll l.i11 

"".--!t 
, rJL:ll g:JU ':"'lJl 6FJl

. (oY))J$Jl(;.*;l i"tll ilJl
ii6., 6$^. .?ll ,J ;kJl ,'rl t-f;:$ "ti;-.-e

ly-!l ;i il Jt',^X )tr., Ara") csiJldll 
"ilrJl &

r" ,!1 JK:t i, J<.i Jl,..XJlJ t-Jt 1*-t
dll Jull ;f- l,l c .r-lfl crLill 3c)1 i.;*.
t^t- *ltt-.JJl aJ d , t4=i. g *& Jt; U;

..:.Jl Cr- Jl '-l''Jl ;'t; $n:; lbt: i UU,

.,rloJl g-ru ,! b,, i)j r+,- P-, . JFllll

6@ e,i-r ' Jrill J*t Lr' : ,rr ju\i

& +l Jt^Il -y1 , \',Al d.,t-K"'ll, jtL"ll

,j ,# ,|\ JF1JI il-,'r ' J-Ul 'K:Jlr rul

srt,u,tV t^ JJ-I'J J -il. 4;"' a--:;a1l g;+'

;ratEl !-.' Ul rl,{l ;,-r,.Jl d,YrLJl Gi Jdr-

Jaqn- q-{ .-.,:Yl-e :.e-rll gi Jri..)\llJ d^-Jl

dl rltll JiLrjl_, JK-:,llr , ;:i,*lrJll d,"5ijl l'^rtul

r ;3-.uJl ;-cJly.-,;!l GW ,f ir,ottlt ta oi

Vr\ *";Jl;.":Jl t,lrJl ,jtt j(St d/.,1t ,l:U

U' .p : Q\ |l t 4> l-rJl.e c i,-rJl-, r i,- y )l 'tV7 g
ilJJ) 4jll ;--,jJl c,tK^Jlr -,:tL)l j J-.rL dti

gllJ, . &-dl fJ#I! JFlJlr ":Jl c-'l''F 4^i

il Jl crpl;-- ,- !.tc gs:t:Jl eo.2- $UJl JJ'<,.

1.t itLr- .gjJt Jei'..)tlt .-.,:i jrr,. I r,t-rJl .-,:il

c l.dF)r 6t,Jl +f .rr !+ .'r*;It-, J<,).Jt

JV yo :,,5,3 d,UL- (J- ty'l,-7':!l ai7L,'f3e

€ il;", oVe.z3,, 1\ , Ji* J<- .l .tr,^.V

1o.;.Jp.!J*

+arryJt1&lt Cr-rb.l
oltJl ;r l';7 Jri..)J|-e e .Jt 

"rll.U:llr":-
tlt W Vt 4:'-;! '-.,-'r-tt ')Li! .--"i1;Y dl
tjr .r.,,_!t c ,tr,(Jt ; db- A;i-r atta," ;.r ,tLtYl

Lil.e c !)\ic)illc; rill JlVr) rl ,,t-;r^U arJt
,:."-. d;-jJl lUl C f Ld oL;!l c-,!1t-,. ;r ; r.^

o1r>i1 c i,-Fl ;Jl"Jl iiui>.t a:a7l2, 
"r* ,f *

. *.rUl, dle e tlr:ll 'y el -,1; ;toel ,"
Lt- )l j )l- JWL iiJldrL-rJl ;*"", d+- riJ

-)J- )lbil C jlf ri') 'k+E*:;it ej-,6-l
,,r,"-.., 'rq.-ll 4 .:tl-t: ,.:-rf :U;e', j
jn- o st-* I oLf -r.ii , k"<, d \*" Il"r+- l:
iUL. lr- Jg?- t') r tr 6tlill rr I t i"r,Jl I f
of ).,u t;r:Jl lt")l € o ,t-t l d-lJjf . LllLL:il

.1^d,s !11o .:trjl Jilt ciLll ir1!t t+'i iJF>tll rrt j-,.)uJl &te'lt-

See Esslin , The Th eatre'PP' 2a,82, r4o,39o' 4r8'
. \l, a.' ' Lrill ! t r.:)l lttl- ' c'gl;i,

(o')
(o t)
(o Y.)



4l o-L J{, ' (oV) g+'Vlt*-tlt",.-bl .!e

' t(:Ji*'tJl-' t'tt

114j1 J.).,|Jle C.Jt C--,lr;y':ta; i-i.e

bU',- lrlt bl1 c o_s1g> Jl tdl. ilLr9 LJ 4J Jl

.rjl*,F)€
e* g-+r CrJl lja irl clt^ .,yt r4>a 6,1"

6:j ,..e-.rY €l g: cf elj J .ilK.-1 c 6L,Jl

!*:rtsl Lst g1 c ajU;>U g,ktt .;.alL Ul_e

,, tridl ,,$:2 c ;'-4 rltl dU li &Jl Cr-
(oA) cJlA^.>{Jl ,l)J

l.i! d' dLbl qeiJl f-)l at dV j* $ r+.:

4 , ,p 6) s.];1 J_i,, * ajt 6rt C./l
6l c 4;'9tL3 G,L- ,^1,:J; ;^*- ,'-Yt ,.rt ;.-
ii-iJl t-:-,rL;vl dLrl Jl ;llr,;L-trta;,;)t

. (ol) 4rrlr;"r il JL" )., .tJr. blt

i.-/l !l 6rr; , 72v' )t JJJI.r".e,, ..,:ib;
.Jt(:Yt oo" .:l c Q3.^;, qri tU:,\, i.dl
q(1, , t*t" lJJLdlt a..-/t '6:lJte ;,.rJ.!:ll

*.j,i',)#J c 6LJl ,rlb i),|)4L,dl,r4lJi e
qr. alF: c tt^;tJl e fell J, Lrad*'" 4jL- dl
i,Jl gr,-Fi c d-lli -ur , ,_r_ d . (1 .) 4:JLJ

.!c :L-Yl )t*;-a. c ;-.tt.3;. ;.9: ejY Jy;ytt-l

,iLdl 'qs:L.J" &|-;,)l eL*r dt lUYt ;rt-rt

,r L-l+ g;JuJl al>JI i,-l-r.t d e.tlt Cr+tl e4,-
.(oD JrYt;l-Jl

c L."V ,,J}t-,. A era:lt rUJt c;"i dt--r
6lt g;+it

,p-.e L.:rA e,.sJl2 :/ll L', St d.ill dL"-,\)l
qfll C":+ll ,ll d,:-d c icL+Jl 

f"!U !iUUt<,

1'ol^.3Jl .d1 ( ;r-Ul {tlJ:^x!l ()--"1 J? #t,:6
,-/-6. bl gll .7:Yl ,-t,hp c a.i cJlYl rrKll

Jl rljYl r:; dt L,.tr)t,"jil, eut jf[ 4-;)

' (ot) f{#Tt
li l1r4"q - L6-- d, ,Jl CJ",- bl cle- ,.-,6,r;41
U :xd G- ,p-,fl .3l i,i;-.:JUJJ LriJ iiu,'

-.'tJl JF" Yl Jl ;;tlYl c.a--;il c 1oo; cl.Llt Lb

Je elJe.? t:_9 ltL:jl ,.l1fr_, q.4y 6Jl
. c)t{lJ*- }e c ;;:'-gi ttt- ;*-Cr"U+.Jt ,-<-*

c il."aYl gUll Jl blL ,'+i u;jc *:) t l

,lt<, li,i.ll.rJr c g.r;ll ,, -it,r- 6j!l *--r+Jlr .rj,-r

7A +dt rLr:Y {KJr c (o1) alb .J "Jt-}J
. L"Ie t/./ Jr..)tJtr.. :Jl

"|l 
i.ll .:y-'.. \*" 6jt t6l u",-F 6*

Jr-. d,.- (;+ d))l r-:ll )r.. t<i JtJ",. .Jl .jKll
!L,-ii t^gq cJ,': ,grw 6 k1J-/.. !., iL',Jt +* ,f
t*.: . >K":, /it;nil b*r".Jri.,>Utr e,Jq

;i 6kJl l-'J"-," rtl flj ..-,.:)l ulc r;l 6-el.rJl ;_r.;l

,"!Jl l.ret ,*tcta,=^iy klt- & J-rft, Jr"" ,F_t

. ll- \y !p ( 1i\c Jlrl; yf ( AUll grn;;,aiJl tjt--, J j- )ljl )} c Utrl.tC_lr,- (6r)
iujl oJi6 (:.lJl ,J(lrl LlJiiJ-rL. t]l ,r u71.j!l -j--l,-L.il ..r"=.r.rr 6*-;r .*( Il ep..;r.^*!!ry- (.t)

. t\,;a t l1\o rl.3l f. c iiLijJl ;,({.--r-qL:iD. o-:}.1,9 1A_ lv (}._ lilo
. !1d,. l\10 gui,r-F. eliyl ;,(JF>lJt C,-.,hi,. JJ* c-u (oc)

. \t (Jp (,I 1v. irLJ ( iLJl (,; ( q.t.illJ .:rr;Jl .:, Ji.j .f t r*,-,f ). o.J r c 6J9$ (or)
. .lv d,. ri1o .J,ut ,Jirt c iLJl j r 1...:Jt 

L,J .J'Jj- jjt l r.rtiJt , !-14J jJ_ruJt j_r,:.J.!jlc_r, (ov)
. t\ c tr!,- c 6rJl .dJl j c J>{l .r+;,.* (cl,)

.llsa c 11'11.rltlv c:JLJI ,JofrJnfLLJl ,, CL ,.J_*,rr" (.t)
. YY gz c 1111 JeL-l , 11 n. 111r./Ts CrJl Cn ltrrLtr i:!.lJrJt JJ,-!l ;. JJ",:, {* (\.)

fe



r t!"r c ;,^Il i-'.Jt e.ei 4ltil Jt c 6]te oL;)l

( absurd) +.K Jl e;l tt 4lt. (1o) ( drJaJla"-&

( t-f ) i.Jl .,.:3r cs.Xril .-r.qJl 'L;:jl ) sd ;,.t5i)l

1,.:g .5-r1l 6 ( eLjtlr Jill d' Ct-dl ) r, +:tll d
n i^r, n i.ll Jti,:iiJr , ;,.-ll G ( J/,-Y ) i.lt

!.. :J dlilt r)'*! ta'r--1 rr .J;.,) n i'"ll 1l La-l'--1

,i#J,l j ,-trJl 'ta;l ge"- cS'ill ,.r-t-*Jl CrJl
oF-,Jurr, . J*Jl,J 'rtltr..l;Jl & CtFr:
. CrJr l.in !l;.lu!to,u-rrre &lJ(lltrlt JLd-l

#-Kl d;J-l -,tJl:tiJl ,-f.':-t 'rii .r- 
rrl J'i:ll ;l t..l

lJu-l t.f c .11.5jll C/t *"r d csr')l rl

LjtcjttJlr c ;-u'13!l ;-11-rll i c (J;;)tr L^l't'l

.lLtl r5l tJ/"')rr

;r-:Jld ,-tyttll l'i'6Jl -',ll :$:Jl ,i.ll'51 'ti1

9-,- t t tr dJlg.;- n rlut J>{l.r""'j r""}:a
ir,lllt t g 9,*,"ec1f flnJii^')tllC-r^*'n I '-ry'l:tUl

,l** gt (anti-theatre) ( (1V) (C.r'*'ll ;)l'+ill

. (1A) t CJI Cr, n CbAWtti lPrittr't'rtt ;
d,"2 qi ( (11) tt g.r-">\ll I gfL'r' s-tf 'tiU,.l^*t-l-l

'dlg"-Cba,9t 
( 1V')(i"JUl 9-t) F)^':-l

It-a'-tcg.|ler)l j (avan: -garde) 1CF"'-

.r-iLJl .:1y. ft c (r\) ;t ,Jt ,alli,. & Wt
.,'S-;;atv'4ottn

It e S* -:3>.1.rir'.'.Xi (' J;y-a -'2iVl

>t-' d!. dl JJY J'*llr 6PJl ,.rt JiL:'l I'i.| ,)Y

6,F c54 ;,,k'Jl ;".J V* bt ai:^,;. ;o l!

dLiyt ;UL, oa-f ,,--p.f LeY , a.tq.-l ni,J,
4-J JLill *J--,:t .;t ,2es c l15Jt,/ +.il+ll

. (1Y) i-ly'l ilLl'Jlr,cP-1

;4r;' c S.'Jb'' A Ar"tXt:Wl /a gfl---1

..r'i , dp Jy;-.)lt ge- 6jJl ,"L)l 9 d..;&fl ,11

. (1D JtJll:::,'.' itt, &;ij J:.;,$!'nt'

I-$iist'.t!.411

J..,i->\Jlr,' :Jl 6.4 115 G ,!"-l c.:u t*-
L-.lt Jl Jt (The Theatre of the Absurd )

, t "-rA-t G r jli;ll rr c t{l-l ,J ,J- (absutd )

9L g rl 
"|iJl 

g 
''+Jt 

,9 I e^ F"+Jl kj'-J"t0lr

. (11) ( *;l':,)lt c Jy'i.,)ll c ,riikll c ft)l"

3o n : (absurd ) Ct'A J<;L &-.r-'-''-ry. d
;.:r;ibJ.l9 i.:-'rJl o ) t+ .r. CL;J,I 

c ur'u Al 6, l;"ll

. YfAd,. l11o !1,! ( Ay'l gi( rJ'u' r*eJ'-r> D c 
"'..^;Jl 

j 
';./Jl 

r'c (tt)

tr!p ( 111{,)!r1; t,r c IJLJI 4l(J.1x->lJlJ 
bJid,*t I c JJI u;- ;LJl (lV)

' t ' '. Ct- d '"a-JJl -l'rlJl D ' i& ft'i (tr)
crr.- +J' r* g-1.: r lo,J, ( lllt CPI &F- ( CJF! s' 0 rtJ-.'

!f c', ( l11o Jlv-; r el:ll i ( J -r''-)'JI ;iL.r.i"'

Eslin, The Theatre, P' z3' (1t)

. Y f ,JP . {-,ij Jdl (f o)

. tr gr c .r-.;Jl 'r;Jl .J' ' J ta (J;t {- (l r)

. 1VV o, . e'.-'rJl otrll r;:Jl c J $ o1s r* (lv)

Freilerick Lumley, New Trenrls inro th c.entury Drama (New York: oxford oniversity (r'r)

ress' 1967)' PP' zo8-zo9' 
. f \.r, ( \tlt !1a,, \A ( iiuil gru c.J- iJlr c-rJl r c ..eiiJr .,1l * (rr)

.lt c,. ( 111: ji \! c:iU'l y'n7:u! C'Jl gi l"$Jl n c r3Jlalgb' (v';

rtl



qbf 
+, dl-:ld;Jt t{,J;',.-l ;ll otJul ,_;^J

rd4ll Jl ;Jt ?,Yl dr, JFXll, C.:Jl at' f

i!11 ,rtLlt .51r, Jp i.,y'| c.,t-l/l .rfgY - f
i:-rl die rtjt L r.ti, Jr..)tllr ..Jl Cr- d
c, iilJt c.:!2- JtJ c at re j n-l Jl2 C.*ll U^

JrLrdl c,LlJl ,r r,,{Yt r. Jb 4}iJt l,lrtt

. Ll r-tJl ,.,. r Jl l-rn ij
-v\_-

rrJ-/",YIIrd-"snb.llci"ry'l ,1 t6tj - t
(absurd! i5;.;l(Yi,ri r,:itr J*..:F.
Jl dF.KJl 6.r-l l.J.r:-l r-,y'| :EJl ;(!j
L,rl.ul ly'>!cstrill grJl, lc il).rll 6;Yl
Utal ilJl +i srD{$)[, ;*;_ ,rl-e: 

6;Yl.f+.
b5pl:tii ,f-.:-11 c UL>l l.+* l3';-e

'G A t'-98 crta'lL'.a-'

i;,,Ur i'-"; iJt 4.rl -,L!r.tJlJ. J:5J1 r.5 - o

,j lll-* Jl'illl 6.rellr,iJll li.rll lar.":

c+1.rlloU3rlt

d-Jl rt.p .,--! crt 4,d Jtir ,1r ;tl.
. JFllt,

ll X.a:*, d,-Jy'li,Fil4..ll t jt)Utl,_r;"r rf.,:-!,
dbz, ltrJ VS .1"-+ r. a;e l;-:,eJ;-)l dp

Cte".")rc"|(:lt Jt ;Juyt juJr;^.y,
aGlt ;p; ut . (V\)C./l t-i^j JJ,,.\l Jt ;rr.r)l

J"-7t-,k,;W.4U.. ({ d-^Jl I ol ,y,-,"+.t
n rJ9i..Y rr rll ;"- G ( ,KJ,J 'ire, d ,r_ ryJf dJr
ot ;5.^; r;r:- ,53 ,b 6M- ,,-(*tt ,l-* , L5-

. (Vy) $fe) Lray tf -*_

***

: qJUlldtt JtJtLt-pJt6:j;

.-,*lLJ, i."le Lt, Jt gry'r rrJt j4 _
Lf c ;,iL;Jl ;J^U, dL, c J-&)ut3..*Jl

.4.rJt.riJt;rtLltg

,J' ottt dl JKiYI 4ty't oLtJJt ,/ r-,5 _
A Gr +iJ. Ut-l-r c i.r;Jt crLtyJl

l11o JLJ c r-lJl ,K,ill Lri ( J.i-lJtrJ .iJt 6t tj.r,ao n c uj.rJ;
-11.u,((,;.rcqliYl L( : ;rJ^lJ ) fi JKJ tLljl , l.:(Jt .#-j

(v r)
(v r)



drtJt C-ll ./ 6.r".tall c.,lfll

J-"^I Jp \r.t,
rl.r-i.1 ir.l?

irL:-. Yl ii-ul Ji J;,ff t-;!l tt;j "aJUq .frJl
:*.:1 . c,;!t ,.ru,tlt ewtr-.la.ll ,r..-- orl

Cq ) J-":-! C ( #r"-{ I J:Jr (n ts
. .,tt-rJl i-"Jfl obrJl ,r: JuJt I Lf (,iJl

: y'-u Jr lJ:Ur j o!3-:ll ,:1t .^:- s r--ttl 5K-"1

;i,J Ci,Ftl
,-,l^:Jl alyt'.,-1 .*-ly dl jlSI ogt --r JJJI .,:JJ;

. kl'rltd'
; l:l.a:i)l-1 13L:;)l ollt a<; - t

:liYl y c,uiJl F eit '.")t 
it- ,J r-FlY

. a"i g;;!t 4;rnt-el g;Jl3:l,i!l ,4 -rl 6*'rl
,-lt ti t'r *,t*;"!r ;kJl ii lJUl ;i' - r

. ;r3llA[ .---ct'"-. Jt '.-U:J1J 'tV *b Jl

,6+;q'"1! Jtb.t:rtJaul)t)r.t - t

. irlll ;rN ; ;Pl e1u .;*-r r-# gt tt,,;rt

ollt "8.-t-rll+;i; 
a".=.tt;-;ar-tt Jf t;9

JLrt3aJ ( oy*tJl ; ^:riib Lt{fk-)l
i!.Jl Gi ltibir iLUl ;.i-LJl :.1e1 .il;lt "u:; d-.-

+)-4 .,f "l-i, jll f-lJi cJ' rtl JU"J ' 4dll

,J Cll Jl rul la-diJi n-KI <,rr;!r-'-:Jl )

.i5lF)l 6rll

g:Jt u,.Jt ,F ;:s: JK$ '.-tj d/ -Iit!
. At $' b ).;"1e"2' )t a{ r'J\i;,hV'F €
: 6!- :'r--r i')ta>J\ ^4Al J:'I"Z\I'a"+cilrlt
iK-.,>r-(tr ;;..-r,\\..j(,:, je 1:;.r>- o,\t, JtL,':rt

:y-r,-ji dt, u;a y glAt c'))'; VxeJ ' t'--rill

;-r,-dt ii->t(t ,*s i tal1..l, Jl(Jll c';r-;

: i.i:.r-,1|J| .19.$tl

6y!.2 i.atb L*"lJ c/l e)u i )b!l ,r.; -)

.:X"+t C;.Jl 6X" ,J {JJ; c Ll;'tll1 qL:a)L

afJtl"{ 4.,..riJl ,rdl d C/l iJ,, s . irgrrtit

fL-it cjtf lt-l G-/l ,ijt € I.Ji -r:polt

f . 't $Jl 
"!-i)l a;.r.J o"t*t>.>l."i, oYU:-'Jl

,f -Sv -Ft fS-,Flr Clil ga cJt^a;!l .i-l

"",:k- G-rJt jt gol qt.Xl ciit "V ,;- UJt
;lt c.lf ,li ,; . u"LJl .y 4t .rUl .-r q- &

''*4 
6"Jl >te 6 uA}:Jb c',,i;l L rrbr- 141

eS .,-f-Il o;rll J lrl"|)r+41 :tcjl;4-allt

. dll r.i^ d/ 31.?Jl j ru-;!! oitl dl ;rAtLJl

,jw J<4 djr-- $ L.s ;.,^tut .:1F cjlt lilJ

WL i'fJu.ll 5,r 6t- t---ai a usu ,F. lt
4JLi J..i.J W r,e1.6r^d.. 6r^Lt c.'*.pl l-/l
Jl,tll l.iA Jlr . 14it ,)6\t o*t i:1".1-1 6r,cll
e,-Al {-'Jl cl g-ri:lf -aU, 

""i 
r-r-.: ,li;5.1

. 4^d\ t"s

.=tU-f 6rJl i-r, .6:,.rr'"*i,ll ;..--U .r,' -1;l
- ci.-9 :ll J sl:e" ,f ;.1-^, Jl-t-lJ JKiIJ taL'ei

rl oiJ-)! JlLtil .il lt-Jt rl ;.d!l ar.r |J.4JK
n-JL.- t"Uf dit di g;l . rr-ajlJ JU-)l ol. ().eJl

d/itl c,L-/l ,tl)- a\ |, .V:\,J k;tl
J'p ) Ga-.';,Jl6t - "-.rJ ,p:\t* U"-"V \O
,ya.t .r:.ecrLj:* I q;l e,iLi! I I :z U-ta; 

^4U, )l
LVL.Un;it Jl #il ft(;--tJl-'iilJl Lrdl
;'.rrl\3 L-y)l 4-)i\ )t4I' -t.c a.*ri 6 crUll

Fl "tu. 
c-4J11 c i^..lLjl r"rull -r. I'ts

rV



.i)Fl .:11,- ? 6?-i ,f--t. a,I,.!t1 JLJI

: Gt-I, Jl

,.tf Al u+"+ ,y ,{l >te *3 41b- - \

GA J"S- ,"e.s g^all Ji +-_,Jt r.rL,ilt ,r;,
't.l-fl

dr^1 j,.--*ll.dUll jr oVJ e.l>ttl - Y

.,: Jt ,.*11..,+,alt ,.* L-i,

.c.,r-r oj gu4..l,)Url ;,-r.I;:Jl 
CJl.Jl .1.; - f

u'f At,r -lt .t-h : j |l arst.-r -Ll-r
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CATHARSIS AGAIN
By

Zeki M. Al-Jabir
Dept. of Mass Commmications

College ofArts
University ofBaghdad

I

The concept of "catharsis" hes been with wri-
ters for thousands of years. Siuce the time of
Aristotle, who dcvcloped the concept, catharsis

has bcen urcd in philosophy, psychology, sociol

gy, litcrary criticism, cornmunications and educa-

tion. And sincc that timc it was "the centrc of
intellcctual dcbatc."' Jamcs Halloran (r964)

wrote that Aris totlc was used as an authoritativc

backirrg for thc clainrs that "thc viewing ofaggr-
cssivc scencs brings about a reduction in thc aggr-

cssivc drivcs of the vicwcr." To Hallorarr, this

dcmotutatcsa fundamcntal nisutderstanding of
the philosopy hf Aristotle.' However, Halloran

did not tcll us how this "misunderstanding"

happeucd. This papcr is an attemPt to dclineatc

the conccpt as it was developed by Aristotle, and

what somc other writers think about it and about

its mechanisrn.

II
Aristotle, in thc Poetics, d:6nes tragedy as

follows: "Tragcdy is an imitation of an action

that is scrious, complctc, and of a certain magni-

tude: in languagc cmbcllishcd with each kind

artistic onramcut, thc several kinds bcing found

in separatc parts ofthe play; in the form ofaction,

not of narrativc; through pity and fear cffecting

the propcr cartharsis, or Purgation' of these cmo-

tions."3 What does Aristode mean by this lart

phrasc? For thc answcr, let us tum first to philoso

Jacob Bcrnays (1857) maintaincd that catharsis

is a mcdical metaphor. It's effect on thc soul is

si;nilar to the cffect of rnediciuc on the body.
"Tragcdy excites the emotions of pity and Gar-

kindrcdoem tions that arc in thc breasts of all

men - and by the act ofexcitation affords a pleas-

urablc rclicf"a
Giraldi Cinthio (r54r) says that tragcdy, whe-

thcr it has a happy conclusion or an unhappy onc,

"by means ofthe pitiablc aud tcrriblc, purges the

minds of the hearers from their viccs and infuc
rrccs thcm To adopt good morals."5

Antonio Mintuma (r564) tclls us that the {imc-

tion of thc tragic poct is t purgc "thc passiorrs

from thc minds ofthe spectators."6

Philip Sidny ( 1583 ) moved linlc from thc

circle of fcar and piry by saying that admiration

and commiseration are apparcntly Aristotle's

fcar and pity.7

Biambattista Guarini (1599) cxplains that the

passage on the catharsis is one of the most difiicult

in all the Poetics of Aristotlc. Hc ihtends to point

out how it can be that tcrrible things purge fear.

Hc thinks that a tragic pocm docs not purge thc

affcctions by removing them totally, but by

modcrationg and reducing thcm to that proper

consistcnry. He says also: "whcn tcrror purges

tcrror, it is not as tough wrath wcrc joiltcd t
wrath, but the terror acts likc rhubarb, which,

though it hes an occult likencss t thc humor that

itpurges.... "8
phy and litcrarY criticism.

r. Mass Media and Violence, LXI, p. z4z'

z. Halloran, "Telcvisionand Violcrrcc,"p r43'

3.

4

5'
6.

7.

8.

Butchcr, Aristotle's Theory ofPotry and Fine Art, z4o. Scc also also Tclford, Aristotle's Poetic

s: Translationand AnalYsis, P. rr .

Butchcr, Aristotle's Theory ofPoetryand Fine Att, p' 245'

Gilbcrt, Litrrrary Criticism, Plato to Dryden, p' z5z'

Ibid., p. 289.

Ibid., p.4i9.
Ibid., pp. sr+-srz.
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John Milton (1642) agrccs with Guarini. He thi-
nks that tragcdy, as it was il:fincd by Aristotlc,

is to bc ofpower by raisirrg pity and fear to purgc

"thc mind" of passions, "that is, to tcmper and

rcducc thcm tojust meazurc with a kind ofdclight
stirred up by rcading or sccing thesc passious wcll

imitated."' Hc adds: "... for so in physic things

of mclanch lic hue and quality arc used against

melancholy, sour against sour, salt to rcmovc salt

humors."'

Aristotle in Poetics has uo reply to the question

of how the "purgation" occurs. Howevcr, in

psychological aqalysis literaturc we find atr answer

to this qucstion. Fcar is considercd thc cmotion

frorn which pity dcrivcs its neaniug. The Aristo-

telian idea is that wc would fear for ourselvcs if
we were in the position of hirn who is thc objcct

of our piry. The tragic suflercr is similar to us,

and the effcct of tragedy hingcs mainly onthis

likeness. Th"-n we arc ablc to identify oursclves

with him to make his misfortune our own. But if
he is a famous rnan who falls he is placcd at an idcal

distance from the viewer. And, we arc not in
Garful circumstances similar to those ofthe hero.

So, "wc have here part of the refining process

whrch the tragic emotions undergo within the

region ofart."3

We may understaud from Aristotle's passagc

that the tragic effect requires the union oflhs ft/e
piry and fear, to obtain cathanis. I. A, Richards in

his book Principles of Literary Criticism,a
" stat es that ... piry, the impulsc to approach, and

terror, the impulsc to rctreat,arc brought in tragedy

to a rcconciliation which thcy fiud nowherc elsc,

and with thcm who krrows what other allied

groups of cqually discordant impulses. Their

union in an ordered single respc'nse is the catharsis

by whch tragcdy is rccogniscd, whethcr Aristotle
mcant anythirrg ofthis kind or not. "J

Wc havc to noticc here that Richards had nied
in this nattcr to apply the Gestalt school principles

of cornbinatiorrs or pattens; that human beings

conccnl themsclvcs not with isolated and abstra-

cted stirnulus details but with the situation as a

lryfiole ' 
6

From our prcvious survery, one cart conclude

that catharsis was used in the directine of three

conccPts:

A) TragcdyT as Aristotle had defined it.
B) Unity offear and pity.
C) Purgation.

III

It seems that catharsis in our days has removed

from this dircction. It has been uscil broadly,
cvcn in relation with watching a bullfight or box-
ing match, "it can help discharge indirectly vari-
ous violcnt feelings ofthe viewers.s

According to the catharsis hypothesis of our
day, vicarious participation in aggresion activi-
ties prcsumably reduces hostile impulses :nd
thereby decreases the probability of subsequent

aggressive behavior."e

Mendelsohn (1966) considers catharsis an essen-

tial dynamic in participant-spectatorship. He

Ibid., pp. 592-i93.
ftid.
lbid.,p. 256-26t.

Ricbards thinks that thc two pillars upon which a thcory of criticisrn nust rest are arr account of
valuc and an account ofcon:munication. Principles ofliterary Criticism, p. 25.

ftid., p.245. Sec also Mohamnrad, Hayat,Wahdat Al Qassida Al- Arabivyyah (Unit1 of Arabic

Poctry),p.5:.
Dasiricl, Fund"ii:eer'.als cf Gelci'al Psychology, pp. +4o-47 L

hr r964, Goodmar noted that Aristotle's use ofthc word catharsis applicd only to "tragic" feelings.

Mass Media and Violence, p. 4Jg.

Littner, "A Psychiatrist Looks at Telcvision alrd Vi oler:.cc, " p. 3 5 r.

Bandura, "Vicarious Proccsscs: A Case ofNo-Trial Learning," p. zr.
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indicatcs that whilc we arc "working out our

problems via Antas)', wc colrtiruc to bc awarc

ofdrc f;rct that what wc are cxperiencirrg is indccd

fantasy and not reality.'

Fcshbach and Singcr (r97r) havc suggcsted that

vicwing tclcviscd violcncc providcs an opp rtur-
ity for thc discharge (catharsis) of aggrrxsive ftcl-
ings.'

Berkowitz and his collcagucs in thcir r963 cxp

erimcnt com,: ulr with rcsults which generally

agrec with thosc obtaincd irr an carlicr cxpcrirucrtt

by Berkowitz and Rav'lings."Thc luxlings in both

by Bcrkowitz alrd Rawlilgs. "Thc findins irr both

studics oft'r littlc comfort lor rhosc who contcud

that fautasy aggrcssiorr rtcccssarily has sociall

benclicial cfficts."3

Thc Surgcon G:trcral's Scicltific Advisory

Comnrittcc ol 'Itlcvision and Social lJehavitrr

spcnt rnor( tlrIr o,t, rrrillio r d,rlllrs irr.r i\\-o -\'clr
research l,rogr,rm c,rrrsistittg of twctrty threc irt-

cpcndcnt projccts pr,rvrd: a r.nultidimcrrsiottal

approach to thc asscssrncnt of telcvision's cfi-ccts.

Thc Cormnittcc of twclvc mctnbcrs tclls us iu

its rcport (tg7z) thtt a full cvaluation of all detr

shows that thcre cxists a rnodcst rclatiouship betw-

ecn exposurc to tclcvision violencc and aggrcssivc

behaviolrr tcnd..ncics.l

The cxperimcnt conductcd by Dolf Zilmman
(r97r) supported "quitc rmambiguously thc pro-
position that cornlnunication rru"). scrvo to inten-

sify or "cnr:rgizc" postcxposurc cmotioual states.' 5

The rcsults of this cxperirncnt suoportcd what

tsandura had forurd in 196: and r96J.6

Jamcs Floyt (r97o) suggests as a rcsult of his

expcrimcut that thcnrcdia cod: position that

violencc should bc showrr irr a justificd contcxt

is not appropriatc. Hc 6nds that "wiur.:ssing of
justificd violcncc tcnds to incrc-ase, rathcr than to

dccrcasc, thi: probabilitv that subscqucnt aggrcss-

ion will occur."7

The findings of Barorr's cxpcrirncnt (r97r) led

hirn to say: "As far as thc cortrol of human vio-
lcncc is cctnccrncd, it appcars that as suggcsted by

the old saw, 'an ouncc ofprevendon" nray indced

bew rth'a pound ofcurc'."8

IV

It is clcal that the corrccpt ofcatharsis as it was

d:velopcd by Aristotlc is d;fferent from the con-

ccpt (or concc?ts) ofcatharsis irr our dey.

The writcr of this paper bclieves that to cxam-

ine Aristotlc's catharsis corrcctly, the tcst should

be held il rclation to:

r. Mcndclsohn, Mass Entertainment, p ro1.

z. Telcvision and Growing Up: The Irnpact of Televis3d Violence, Rcport to thc Sulgr:orr

Gcrcal, p. ro7.

3. Bcrkowitz, ctal., "Filnr Violcncc rnd Subscqucut Aggrr.sivc icndclcics," Public Opinion Quar-
terly 27. (r963)pp ' ar7-229.

4. Telcvision and (irowing up: The harpact of Televiscd violcnce' Iai:Fort to thc Surgcon

(ic:rcral, r97:. Th,: rnakeup oF th.. ctr;:rrnittcc, its sunrnrary of tiudrtrgs, artd th,: rcsct-rtch projects

chos..q for fr.rnding hrv.: bcirr sulrjccts 6f disputc. S,:c Sc,-' Lc:r t]ogart, " Warnirrg: Th': Surgcol

fcn,. rrlh:x Dc-tcrrtrincd that TV Violcncc is Modcratcly l).'ng, roLrs to Your Child's Mcrrtrl IJcalth,"

Public Opinion Quartcrly.:f.,, Ir t. 4' Wittt"r. trl2 73).

5. Zilnrlrrp, "Excitati,,:r Trrnsfcr il Comnrurrication Mcdirrtcd Agglessivc llchavior," Journal of
Experimerrtal Social Psychology 7 ft97 | 1,1t. 419-439.

6. rbid.

7. I'Io)t, "Efi-ct oI Mc'dra Vi,rlcrtcc Justification on Aggrcsii'r: r"" Journal of Broadcawting xiv, no.

4 (Fall, r 97o)pp. 4.s.s-'164.

8. llaron. "Rcducirrg thl Iirflucrcr. of er Aggrcssivc Modll : thr Il,.:stiairring Elfr'cts of Discrcprllt Modi-

fyirrg Circs,"Journal ofPersonal and Social Psychology zo, N' z (r97r) pp. zlo-245.
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A. Tragedy, me 6mous tragedy on sage, and results, but are not releted to t[e real meaning

as it was il:6ned by Aristode.' ofcatharsis as it was ilevelopecl by Aristode.

B. Unity offear and piry. However, as Band,ura said, that there is a persi-
C' Purgation' stence ofthe beliefin cathartic discharges through

Most of the studies about catharsis used short vicarious participatioa despite subsantial negative

sequexrces of 6lms or short aggtessive actions. 6ndings.'

These snrdies rnay or may not reveal autlentic

r. Sucb as Oedipus T1'rannus ofSophocles.

z. Bandura, "Vicarious Processes. . .," p.27.
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Macbeth Thematic Analysis

Dt. Abdul Moursel
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Faculty of Drama Acadcmy of Fine Ants

MACBETH

I. HISTORY OF THE PLAY- THB
MACBETH MYTH

I-ittle is known about thc historical Macbeth who
rcigned in Scotland bcrween ro4o-ro57. Still it is
known thrt hc was a successful, valiant and even
rcligious ruler, who killed his prcdccessor, Dun-
can I and was in turn killed by his succcssor, Dun-
can's son, Malcohn III.

ftr thc Dark Agcs in Scorland Irclanc, the ancicnt
law of altcnntc or collatcral succcssion encou-
raged fcuds and bloodshcd. in order to sccurc th€

thronc for his grandson, Duncan I, Malcolm II
killed all the members of the altemate branch. But
he left alivc a womut, Gruoch who had by het
first busband a son. She married thc second time
Macbeth, who r'"'as not of Scottish royal blood.
Stiil it .was said that Macbeth's morhm vras Malc-
olm's sis. tc;:. So lvlacbeth could claim the crown
on behnlfofhis wifc and hcr son. lrom the eleve-

nth century standpoint Duncen is the usurpcr,
while Macbetb rs the true rulcr.

With thc flow of timc tlr.e vicws clungcd in
acc rdence widr thc social changes. Thc lew of
altcmatc orc ollateral succcssir n was fcllowcd
by the law of primogeniture. Thus Macbeth came
to figurc in chrouicles as a blood-thirsty monster.
In the tv'elfth and thirteenth ccnturics men rcgard
ed cvents of the preceeding age in a new light.
Drncarr I was now considercd the lawful successor

of Malcolm II and Macbeth "was s}raping wall
for thc rolc ofarchusurper aud tyrarrt". (r)

In the fourteenth ccntury a new dynasty , that

ofthe Stewarts came to the Scottish throne. This
event blackened Macbeth's character finally. The

Stewarts came from Brittany and they oeeded a

Scottish ancestry. Thus they invented a mythical
genealogy with a mythical founder, Banquo. This
Banquo was "murdercd" by the already rnythic-
ally infamous Macbeth. Fleance Banquo's my-
thical son fled toWales, frorn where thc Stewarts

had come. Fleance nlarried a Wesh princess; so

the Stcwarts could clairn to be descended from
Arthur hinself. Macbeth bccamc now the main
charactcr ofchroniclcs like l'Thc Orygnale Cron-
ykil of Scotland " byWlartoun, "scotorum Histo-
riat " by Hcctor Boece and "Clrronica Gentis

Scotonum" by Fordtu.

The Macbeth ofiffyntoun is ? sinistcr characser.

Hrs molher, though Duncarr's slstcr, appcf,rs

His mother, though Durrcan's sister, appcars

assome kind of a witch . She meets in the woods
a "fayre mar"- the Devil -, who is Macbeth's
father. The Devil promises hcr that thcir boy will
prove to be the greatest warrior and couldn't be
killed by one of rvoman born. Macbetht diabo-
Iical naturc is soon revcalcd, when as a grown-
up, he rnurders his bencfector, Duncan, and seizes

his crown. lt is intcresting thc vision that persuad-
er Macbet]r to comtnit thc crimc. He drcams
that, whilc huntiug with Duncan, they mcer thc
"wyrd systers" who hail him thanc of Cromarty,
thane of Morry and King of scotland. Thc chroni-
clers ofthc Housc of Stcwart saw irr this au oppor-
tunity for prov:rrg thcir story. So thcy considercd

the drcam ls rcality and substitutcd Banquo for
Duncan, at the samc timc they rnadc the prophccy

(r) J. D.Wilson - ThcWorks of Shakcspcare-, Cambridgc-Lordon r97o, page
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of the wcird sistcrs cquivocal to Mlcbcth aud of
ctcrnal importancc to BanquD.

2) SUMMARYOFTHEPLAY

ACTI

Macbcth aud Banquo, bravc and loble gcnerals

in thc arlLy of the gracious King l)uncart, havc

becn succcssful in putting down a rcbcllion led

by Macdonwald and thc tharrc o[ Cawdor, and

thc famc of thcir glorious dccds rcaches thc King

beforc thcy do.While crossinq a hc.rth, thcy arc

mct by thrcc lvitchcs, who hril Macbcth as thanc

of Glanris, thane of Cawdor, and king hcrcafter.

When llalquo also detnands a prophecy, the wit-
chcs tcll hinr that hc shall begct kings though hc

be nonc. 'fhc uncarlny crcaturcs varrish, but part

of the ir prophccy is imtnediatcly cotrfirrncd when

two noblcmcn coming ftorn thc Kitrg greet

Macbcth with thc title of thc rcbcl dratrc of Caw-

dor, who has becn condcullod to dcath. This

part fillfilmcrlt of thc prophccy aud Kiug's Dun-

can's advanccmelt of his son Malcolm to the

title of Princc of Cumberland conbine to rnake

Macbcth plot thc King's death. Irr' Lady Macbeth

he finds a fellow plottcr rnorc resolutc than hc,

and when Duncan and his sotrs come as guests

to Macbeth's castle, fatc seems to havc played into

the hands of the ambitious noblcman and his

his wifc.

ACTII

Banquo stirred by thc witches' propfecy that

his dcscctrdents will bc kings, fights down the

tcmptatiotl to hasteu the cvcnt, but Macteth, on

the contrar)', takcs advattagcs ofthc opportunity

affordce by the King's visit to his castle a:rd with

thc hclp of his wife, who scrwcs hcr husband's cou-

rxge tc thc slceping placc, and drugs thc grooms of

the King's bedchamber' and hc stabs the slecping

monarch to dcath. Whel thc whole rnurdcr is

discovcrcd ou thc morrow, Macbcth simulatcs

qrcat gricf and irldignrtiorr, atrd for diverting

,'*pi.io,, from himsclf, he Kills the groorrs as

though cnraged by .hcir dcnial ofthe decd. Malc-
olm and Donalbair.r, Thc King's sous, Gar a fate

likc tl.r.- onc oftheir fathcr arrd leave the country.

Macbcth, as ncxt of liirr , is crowned king.

ACTIII

Knowing that thc rroble Banquo suspects him
of thc murdcr of Duucan, and that lrc is gelous

of the general bcc,rusc of thc wtchcs' prophecy

that his descendcnts will bc kings- Macbcth nrvitcs

hrrn to a statc banquct xs though rc honour to

him, but has him and hisson waylaid by rnurdcr-

crs near the banquct*hrll; Ranguo is slain, but his

son Fleance cscapes. At thc banquet, surroutrded by

by his thancs, the tyrant king praiscs thc absent

Banquo, and thc ghost of thc rnurderecl rnan

cntcrs and, seen onl;- b1- Macbcth, nkcs a scat at

thc board. In thc tcrror at this apparition, thc krng

uttcrs words wrch lcad thc noblemcn to suspect

hs gurlt; ancl to covcr hcr hrrsband's rcvelodorr,

thc Queeu dismisscs drc assembly irr confusjon.

Word comes to thc Iroblcs that Malcohn has bccn

joined in England by Macdufl one of thc rnost

powerful of the Scottish lords. Macbcth has cornc

to be generally regardcd as a blood-thivsty tyrant.

On the barren hcath, Hecatc, Queen of Euil,,

meets with the thrcc witches to plot thc Kine's

further don'nfall.

ACTIV

'When Macbeth visits the witbhes in their hcllish

cavenr and begs them to prophecy his fate, they

answcr his dernand by a show of apparitions.

Thc {irst rs of an arrned head, wrch wanr hlrn to

beware Macduff, thc secold is of a bloody child

which promises that nonc of woman born shBll

harm Macbcth, the third is of a crowrtcd child,

wlth a trcc rn hrs hand, wich promiscs him saGty

until BirnarnWool shall move agairrst hitn; by

these visions his fears are allayec, but his cyc-

balls are thcn scarcd by a show of eiglrt Kings

and the smiliug ghost of Balquo, who poi4ts

at thcm as at his desccndents. As he leaves thc
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witches' cavern, the ncws come to him of Macd-

ufft fight to England, and in revenge he has the

thanei wifc and childrcn murdered. In England,

Malcolm, after first having tested Macduffi loy-
alry welcomes his aid in recovering the throne of
Scotland and the resclutiorr ofboth is hardencd by
the terrrble news that Lady Macduffand her chrl-

dren havc been savagcly butchered by the tyrant.

ACTV

In Macbeth's castle cf Dunsinane, Lady Macbe-

th, her mind sorc with her sins, walks and talks

in her sleep, revcaling to hcr doctor and her gen-

lewomen the crimes in wich she and hcr husband

have engaged. Macbeth rs torn between taking

care of his wifc and prcparing to repel the English

invadcrs, whose approach has been reported. The

English force under Malcolm and Siward, Earl of
Northumberland combine with the Scottish for-
ces near Biroam Wood, and to conceal their

number and their movcment Malcolm orders each

soldier to cut and carry a bough. Thus Mecbedr

is told that BirnamWood is movinp; against him.

With this message ccmes also the report that the

Queen has died: "by self and violcnt hands".

Despondent, thc King rushcs to battle, resolved

to die with his hamress on his back. Hc kills young

Siward, son of thc English general, and then

face to face with Macduff thc man whorn he most

avoided. Macbeth's last de'pendencc upon the

witches' charms evaporates when his opponent

tclls hirn that he is not of woman bom, but was

"from his mothcr's wornb untimely ripp'd".
Fightiug hopelessly, but dcsperately, the tyrant

falls before the avcngcr's sword. At the feet of
Malcoln" lies thc usurpcr's head, and he is the

6rst to harl the young monarch as King of Scotl-

and-

3)'!VHAT SHAKESPEARE OVES TO
THEMACBETHMYTH

Shakespeare's main historical source for his

"Macbcth" was tlrc sccond edition of Holinshed's

"Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland".

Shakespearc borrowed the circumstances for
Duncan's murder from rhe murder of King Duff
by Donwald. Sir Herbert Gricrson points out
that Shakespeare fourrd in Holinshed's Chronicles
notjust the facts, "but the tone and atmosphere f
the Celtic and primitivc legends of violent deeds

and haunting remorse... " ...."sto.y after stor
told hirn of men driven by an irrcsistible impulse
into deeds oftreachery and bloodshed , but haunt-
ed when the decd was done by the spectres ofcon-
science and superstition."(r)

Shakespeare urade frce usc of H linshed's
Chronicle, Thus he sh rtencd Macbeth's reign
from seventeen years to about tcn week. The
three campaigns in which Macbeth had fought
are fused into one. He also excluded any hint that
Macbeth possessed somc right ro the throne.
Shakespeare't Macbeth is a merc usurpcr, an
"untitled usurper and ryrant"(z)While in Holinsh-
ed, Macbeth is decided" to give commendable
laws to the country, to mainain justice and to
punish all enormities and abuses", Shakespeare's
Macbeth respects no justice and shows no merry.
Thir change has both dramatic rcason and reasons

ofother kind.

The defamation of Mac eth culrninates in this
playbecause it was writteu for kingJames'comp-
en ofplayers. But still we admit that Shakespeare
cndowed his character with nobilits atr,l "human
kindness". Shakespeare's Banqu is different from
that appearing in Boecc's and Holinshed's Chron-
icles. Shakespcare couldn't prescnt Banquo, King
James' mythical ancestor, as an accomplice in a

rnurder. On the contrary, his Banquo is honoura-
ble and loyal, knowing nothing abor:t Macbeth'es
intentions:

"In the great hand ofGod I staud and thcnce
Against thc undivulged prctence I fight
Of treasolous malicc."

Ilradley deduces frorn this that Banquo althou-
gh first no accomphce, latcr bec mcsone, because

only hrs master and he knew about theWitchc's

(r) J. D.Wilscn-TheWorks of Shakcspcarc-, Cambridgc London r97o

6 Ibir em.
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prophccy and he does nothing to divilge the

murderer.

In Wilson's conceptio , Bradley is wrong,
because King James'ancestor couldn't bc "a
coward tim+-servcr or privy to thc rssassinador

of his liege lord". Banquo was simply following
the precepts of his distinguished successor King

Jarnes who, in his "Trcw Law of Frcc Monarch-
ies", underlines that once a kirrg has bccn crow -
ed, whethcr a tyrant or a rnonster to the world,
hir subjects nust pay to hirn obedierrcc. Thus

until Malcolnr (thc truc hcir to thc thronc) appears

Banqu must behave like a loya subject-x he

does.

Many critics consider Lady Macbcdr as a chara-

cter cntirely created by Shakespcarc's pen. This

bccause the see irr H linshedt Chroniclcs thc
onlysource of thc play. Mrs. Stopcs (r) pointcd

out in "Shakcspear's hrdustry" that Shakcspcarc

was probably acquainted with a Scottislr. sourcc,

namely withWilliam Stewart's "lluik of the Cro-
niclis of Scotland". This manuscript rclates that

Macbeth's wifc called hirn a coward who isn't

ablc to takc the "ask of removing King Duncan".

A much discussed protrlenr is that ofthc naturc

of the threeWcird Sistcrs. In Holirrhcd's Chroni-

cle Banqu is promiscd by Norrr-likc "godesses

of destiny" that thc Housc of Stcwart should

occupy thc thronc.

They are presented as "wontctt in stral€c and

wild appearell, rcsemblirg craaturcs of an elder

world". But the figures describcd by Holirrshed

do rrot resemblc thc "foul hags rising from hell

to claps of thunder, grinrring and capering in ob-

sccuc &nces, gloating ovcr parts of disrncmbcred

bodies"r) that we 6nd iu. Shakcspcare's "Macbc-

th". As all critics havc rr.oticed, they havc sotnc-

thing sublinrc and, at thc sanlc tilnc, a trait disting-

uirhes thcm frotn thc ordinary witch.cs. Thcy arc

neither Nomsnor wirches.What then arc they?

The conclusion is that the are Shakespeare's

crcation.

4) THEMES, IMAGERY, ATMOSPH-
ERE

The dramatic mastcrpiecc "Macbeth" with
z, o84 lincs is Shakcspcare's shortcst play. Most

critics bclicvc that it was writtcrr about 16o6.

Later, passages wcrc addcd to arr alrcady existent

tcxt ! - this in ordcr t plcasc KingJames. It is also

possiblc that thc 1606 text was an o6 ridgement

ofa longcr play. Thcrc arc scrious doubs about

thc autenticity of thc passagcs 3,s,4.r 39-43,4. I

tz5-t3z)t It is bclievcd that the interpolations

belong to Thomas Middlcton, wlro used iu the

above mentioncd passages the iamdic mctre

irrstead ofthc trochaic mctrc.

"Macbcth" is onc f Shokcspcare's most diffic-
ult plays to classify. This tragedy has rncarrt diffe-

rcrrt things to dilhrent gencrations. In Shakespe-

are's timc, Scncca was the idcal for tragedy. The

rnairr purpose of a tragcdy was to teach and to

dclight. Thus "Macbcth", prescnting a ryrant in

actior, his soul aud thoughts and thc just retribu-

tion that awaits him - fittcd this concePtio

Therc arc also thc dialogucs bctwecn Malcolm

and Macduff on bad and good kings with the

purposc to tcach his country men. Campbcllz)

said about "Macbcth" that it is "thc grcatcst trc-

asurc of our dramatic litcraturc".

Gcrr.crally , "Macbtch" is best irrtcrpretcd

through its thcrues and inmgcry, not throug

charactcrs. It is a play about dre disintcgration of
thc statc of man, thc state he makcs his.

Gcncrally it is callcd a play about ambition.

But arnbition is just otc of thc namcs for the

impulsc that Macbcth finds whcn looking in
hirnsclf. A.P. Rossitcrr) calls it a "particular

u'ill", a Shakcspcrcan pluasc for a forcc as much

(r) C.C. Stopcs-Sh:rkcspcarc's ludustry-ryr6, pegc v3
(z) J.D.Wilsorr-ThcWorks ofShakcvcarcI C:rmbridgc Londorr r97o, page 8

(3) A.C.L. Brown- Thc Tragcdy ofMacbcth-Ncw York , ryz4pagclY
(+) L.B. Campbcll-Shakcspcarc Quartcrly

G) A.P. Rossitcr-D. Angcl with Hcms-London, 196r, pafe zr t
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of thc "blood" as thc intellect: "Macbetl'a im-
pulsion to assert his pattern on the w rld, to make

Macbeth Sc tland. Iustead he finds that he has

made Scodand Macbethis damned soul has

infected a whole country, even thc wholc uni-
vcrsc."

"Macbcth" is Shakespeare's most profound and

mature vision ofevil. The evil is not relative, but
abrolute. This cvil being absolute and thereforc

alicn to rnan, it is incssence shown as inhuman

end supematural.

The lif e-themes that oppose evil arc: warrior
honour, imperial magnificence, Sleep and feasting

and ideas fcrcation and nature's innocerrce.

Macbeth is from the first a couragcous s ldier.

His warriir-honour is emphaslzed ("brave MacL
eth", "noble Macbeth", "peerless kinsman") .

In the begiruring, Macbeth.s honourable valour
ir contrasted with the traitor's ignoble revolt. The
valuc of warri rship carurot be dissociated from
allegiance : it is one with the ideal of kingship
and imperial power. But against this bound evil
is urging Macbeth.

Macbeth Gars only the urreal evil, the abstract

and absolute fear. He lacks spiritual courage to
mect this evil on its own spiritual terms and hence

projec* his disordered soul into action and murd-
crs Duncan. His Garful conscience will uot let
him rest there and he commits more murders.

He is all the time fllng from the cvil instead of
facing it. But at the end he cmerges foarlcss. By
his bloody deeds he has finally conqucrcd his fear

ofevil. that is his fear offcar:

"I have supped full with horrors,

Direness, familiar to my slaughtcrous thou-
ghts, Cannot once start me."

He secs himself a criminal, sees the evil in him-
rclf.

Not only Macbeth, but all are pamlysed by fear

during the action. At the beginning we have

courage, honour under Duncan's rule. But the
valour of Scotland is temporarly smothered by
evil. But in the end courage emerges victoriously.

Macbeth fails trying to advance from deserved

honour to the high kingly honour to which hc
has no rights. He is never properly king. He does

not receive any joy from the imperial magnifi-
cencc to which he aspired.

Sleep and Gasting arc important. Peaceful sleep
is often disturbed by nightmares. Macbeth murde-
red Duncan in sleep after feasting him. Macbeth
does nrore dran murder a living being ; he murders
life itsclf. Because he murders hospitality and
sleep, therefore his punishment is a living death,
without pcaceful sleep or peaceful fbaling. Macb-
eth finds hc has "put rancours in the vcssel of his
peace". He carurot feast with his lords in peace
and harmony. Barrquo's ghost forbids Macbeth
to enjoy hospiality and feasting which he hes
desecrated. ln the cavem of theWeird Sisters we
watch a &vil's banqueting - the banquet idea
has been inverted. Instead of suggesting health,
this one is brewed to cause "toil and trouble".

Nature in its purity is another '.liG-theme".
But naturc is here seldonr pteserrted in puriry and
grace. Naffre rcferences blend with human
themes especially in poinr ofchildbirth and child-
hood.

"Nature's creativc beauty is remarkcd by
Banquo: "This guest ofsummer

The temple-haunting mardet, does approve
By his loved mansionry, that heaven's breatl
Swells wooingly here: no jutty, fiieze,
Bunrcss, nor coign of vutage, but this bird
Hath made his pendant bed and procreant
craddleWhere they most breed and haunt,
I have observec The air is delicate. ,'
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Macbeth's crime is a blow against nature's ultity
and peace Innoccnt naturc is in agony. "Macbe

th" is "thc picturc of blood in thc night"(r). It
focuscs on thc individual dcstirry.

Thc ccntral idca of thc play is that thc rnoral

order cxists in thc microcosn, therc is lto escapc

from cotscicncc; malr is at oncc a crirnirul and

his own exccutioncr. Macbcth is his owr1 antago-

nirt and hc fights a doorncd battlc agaiust himself
end agaiust theWorld. Thc usual Shakcspcarcau

conccptioll of tragedy is rcversed. Instead of a

hcro basically bettcr tlun thc world hc livcs in,

wc havc a villaiu-hero whose mental strugglc

end dcfend are repeated in his wifc's conscicnce.

Thc devclopmcnt ofthc story showsthat cvcntally
cvil is dcstroycd both in the practical and psycho.

logical sphcrcs.

All Shakespcrean tragedics havc a spccial tone

or atmospherc. This lrolds good cspccially for
"Macbeth". Darkncss, wc may say cvcrr blackncss

broods ovcr this tragcdy. Alrnost all thc sccncs

take placc at night (thc visiou. of thc &ggcr, thc

murdcr of Duncarq thc murdcr of Banquo, thc

sleep-walking of Lady Macbeth, thc Witchcs

dance). Macbcth bids thc stars to hidc in order

to conccal his evil ("black) dcsires. Lady Macbcth

calh on thick night to cornc with thc slnokc of
hell.

In this tragcdy chc sun shinesjust two tirncs.

Thc inrpresion that this tragedy lcavcs is not of
unrelievcd blackncss but of colour. It is a black

night, but broken by flashcs of light aud colour.

(Lights of thc thuldcrstorm iu thc first scenc, thc

daggar glittering bcforc Macbeth's eyes, thc torch
which Flcance carricd to light his fathcr to dcath,

the torchcs whcn thc ghost appcarcd, thc fanrcs

beneath tho boiling caldron from which thc

apparitions in thc cavcnr rosc, thc candlc-light
that rcvcaled to tho l)octor ald to thc gcntlcno-

man thc blank cycs of Lady Macbcth).

And above all the colour is the colour ofblood.
Thc imagc of blood is continually forccd upon
us trot only by everrts but also by full descripdon

and cven by thc rcitcratiol of thc word in many
parts of thc dialogue. "It is as if the poet saw rhc

whole story tlrrough an cnsanguined mist, and

as if it staincd the very blackncss of the night"(z).

The vividness, magl tudc aud violence of the
irnagery corrtributcs to forrn the atmospherc of
thc play. Images like thosc of pouring rhe sweet

rnilk of concord into hell of thc carth shaking in
fcvcr, of thc mind full of scorpions, and the tale

told by an idiot full of sourrd and fury-all keep the

inagery movirrg arrd don't pcrmit to dwell on

thoughts ofpcace and beauty.

Naturc is synlpathetic with hurnau guilt (the

owl clamours all through thc night, thc crying of
crickets, thc croak ofthc raven).

Shakcspcare conceivcs man in the power of
sccrct forccs independent of his will. Thus on
Macbeth's 6ce appcar things tlut he trics to conc-
cal. Macbcth relapses from couversatioll into
rcvcric, during which he gazes fascinated at the

irnagc ofthc dagger.

To thesc, there arc allusions to sleep, rnan's

halfconscious lifc, the terrible drcams of remorse

and abnonnal disturbances of slccp. The impor-
tancc of thcsc dcviccs is clearly shown by A.C.
Bradley(3)?

"All this has one effcct, to cxcite supcrnatural

alarn.r and, cvcll morc, a dread of thc presence of
cvil not only ilr its rccognizcd seat but all through
and around our mysterious nature. Pcrhaps therc
is no othcr work cqual to "Macbeth" in the

production of this cffcct."

This cffcct is cr ranced by a litcrary expcdient,

irouy hr this tragedy, wc havc a spccial kind of
iroly. It is thc irony on thc part of drc author
himsclf, and cspecially thc "Sophoclcan irony"
which consists irr tlrc spcaker's usc ofwords bear-

(t) Shapcspcarc's world ofJmagcs-A.D. StauftcrJndiana Uniucrsity Prcrs. Bloomingtob- London

(t) A.C. Bradlcy-Shakcspcarcan Tragcdy-London, 1965, pagc z8 r

(3) A.C. Brrdlcy*Shakcapcrca:r Tragcdy-London, r965, pagc a 3 r
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ing to the audience, in addition to his own meaning

aiftrther and ominous scnse , hidden from him-
self and: usually from the other penons on the

sage. Thus the first words spokeu by Macbeth:

"So foul and fair a day I have not seen"

They are a surprisc for thc reader because they

re call the words of theWitches in thc first scene:

"Fair is foul, and foul is fair".
A further cxample arc Lady Macbeth's words:

"A limlc water clears us of this deed. How
casy it is then...", becausc they summon up the

picture ofthe slccp walking scene.

The arival of Malcolm's armics bring thc

delirious &eam in wich Scotland was divcd to
an end. A clear daylight disperses the imaginative

dark. Thc change is remarkable. Therc is move-

ment, surety, colour.

5)CHARACTERS

From this background stand out thc two grest

terible figurcs, Macbeth and Lady Macbeth,

who leave in the shade all the other characters of
the drama. They cannot bc detached from the

atmosphere which surrounds them and wluc

contributes t their shaping. Both tficsc ch-arac-

ters arc moved by the same passion, ambition.

To a certain extcnt they are alikc. They are b rn
to mle-proud and c mmanding. In, them we cau-

not find any alhuism, any thoughts f r the welfare

of the neighbour. "Not that they arc agoiets like

J"go ;o, if theyare egoists, thcre is an egoisme

a deux. They have no scparatc ambidot."r)

Both thnk and act for the same purP se-to

frrlfil their ambition t reign.

In therr enterprisc they suPP rt ottc another.

They suffer togethcr' hr the first part oftho play,

they arr of equal imp rtancc, but as thc playg es

on, sk retires more and m re on thc backgrourd

erd he becomes thc leading ligure.

MACBETH

The 6gurc of Macbeth was much drscussed by
critics. Schlegel said that Macbeth is "ur ambi-

tious but noble hero, lelding to a deep-laid hell-
ish temptotlon, and in whom all the crimes...

cannot altogethcr eredicatc the stamp of native

heroism".

Goethc ranged Macbeth with Hamlet and

Brutus.

Coleridge spoke of Macbeth's heroic chara-

cler:

"Most critics see Macbeth as a man of ambition,
imagination and action, wh ino the hour ofsuccess

succumbed to temptatior and reaped the whirl-
wind ofhis rnisdecds. "z)

Macbeth, the cousin of a rnild and bcloved king,
is introduced to us as a valiant warrior who cover-

ed himself with glory in a campaign. His courage

never leaves him, in spite of all obvious dangen.

Hc is rough, inspiriug fear and admiration.

In the begiruring he was "honest", trusted by
everyone. The brave and good Macduff "loved
lum well". But at the same time he was exceed-

ingly ambitious. This terrdency was strenghterred

by his merriage, and also by his great success and

the consciousness of exceptional powers. His
ambition bccomes a passion. The better feelings in
him are defeated by ambition. Their struggle

leave him wretched. On the other hand, his pass-

ion for powcr is so sfiong that no inward misery
could penuade him to advance from rem rse

to rePentance.

Macbeth has a double nature: hc is e "poet

with his brain and a villain with his heart", he is

"half-away between the mere rnan of thought,
like Hamlet and thc ideal man of action. like
Othcllo". 3)

Macbeth is transformed carly in the play from
a man ofaction into a uran ofthought.

G)

a)
(3)

C.A. Bradley-Shakespcrean Tragedy-London, 1965, pagc 293

A.H.R. Fairchild-Sh akespea re a n d theTragic Tbeme-University ofMissouri, 1944, page 5 8

A.H. Fairchild-Shakespeare and the Tragic Themc-Univ. of Missouri-Columbia, 1944, pagc 58
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Through Duncan's murder, Macbeth was

transformed from a man ofouter view to one of
inner vicw, from an extrovert t an introvcrt'

Macbcth, as a valiant warrior, was uscd to sley-

ing men, but this decd, killing a deGncclcss man

whilc slceping was a shatter;ng, transforrning

expcrience. His ransformation. is thc kcy, ifthcrc
is one, to the solution of apparcnt contradictions

in Macbeth's charactcr and in thc plav.

Courage was oncc a virtuc in Macbcth, but at

best it was physical not rnoral courage, as act I

makes it cvidcnt. The honour hc sought was

extcrnal and artificial, nevcr a truc nr ral scnti-

ment. Macbeth's goodncss lackcd both qualiry

and range.

Anothcr contribution to the swiftrrcss f his

lransformation was thc silrglcncss f his in.ragina-

tion. It was destructive, n t constructive.

On the onc hand this imagination is cxtrcmel

sensitive to imprcssions of a ccrtain kind and oIr

the other hand, it produccs violcnt disturbanccs

both of mrnd urd body. Thauks to his imagina-

tion. Macbeth kceps contact with supernatural

impressions and hc is subject to supernatural

fcen. Macbcth's bcttcr nature "instcad ofspeaking

to lum in the overt language of mcral idcas, com-

mur& end prohibitions, incorporates itself in

imrges wluch alarm and horrify. His imagination

i: thus the best of him... and if he had obcyed it
he would have beerr safe."r) But both Macbeth

and his wiG misundcrstand it. This inability to

underrtand himself causcd many false intcrPrea-

tionr by acors and critics. They represerrt him

ar a coward, cold-bloodcd and pitiless' In rcality

his courgc is frightful. Hc cornmits crirnc after

crime, though his soul torments him with rhapes

ofhorror.

It is of great importance rc undcrstand the

strengoh of Macbcth's imagination. It is n t thc

universal meditadve iimagination of Harnlet. He

is not capable of Hamlet's reflection on man's

noblc rcason. Nor could hc fcel like Othell the

infinity of lovc. His imagination is narrow.What

frightens and appals him is thc image of hir own

guilt or bloody dced. Thcsc irnages posscs him
wholly. Thus whcn thc irnagc of Duncan's murder

rises from his unconsious mind, his hair stands on

cnd. And this rrot for fcar of consequeuces, but

what really holds him back is the hideous vileness

ofthc decd. It is his soul spcakirrg in the only rhape

that can speak frcely, that of imagination. So long

Macbcth's inagirration is activc, wc wacch him

fascinatcd.Wc fccl susporsc, horror, awc.

Macbcth is gcncrally said t be a bad actor.

Whcncvcr his irnaginstion stirs, hc acts badly,

bccausc it posscsscs him wholly and he cann t
kccp control on his face. But when hc is freed

fronr thc bondagc , hc is firrn, rclL cont'..lt^ t

as in thc sccnc whcrc hc asks Banquo aoout hls

movcmcnts, which is important for the succestful

arrangcmcnts of h is rnurdcr.

Thc climax of thc play, thc dccision to murdcr
Duucanr rs very intcrcsting, bccausc thir is the

mr mcrrt cfthc birth ofevil irr Macbeth,.

Why do Fyicld to that st'ggcstiorr

Whose horrid imagc doth ur ix myhair,

And makc my scatcd hcartknock at my ribg
Against thc ulc of nature? Prescnt fears

Are lcss than horrible imagining

My thoughts whose murder yet i3 but fan-
testical

Shakes so my single state of manthatfnuctio

Is smothcrcd in surmisc, and nothing h
But what is not."

Macbeth may have had ambitious tb"ugbtt
bcforc, may cvcn have intcnded thc murder,

but now, for the 6rst timc, hc fccls ite orrcoming

reality. This is the mcntal cxperience which hc

projccts into action, thereby plunging the land,

too, in fcar, horror, disordcr.

(r) A.P. Rossitcr-Angel with Horns-London, 196r, page zr4
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"Nothing but whet is not" - realiry and unrea-

lity change places.We must apprehend Macbeth

as though in a dream, para. lysed. He is a helpless

man in a nightmarc. He may sruggle, but he can-

not fight. By his nurder, he isolates himself from
humanity.

Although his ambition is strong, his better fcel-

ings oppose to the carrying out of the crime, a

great dcal. He Gcls the enormity of his purpose

and neitler his ambition, nor the prophecy of
the Weird Sisters could havc pcrsuaded lum to
carry lt out. But w,th the aid of Lady Macbeth

h, ovcrcomes his feeling. Thc dced is donc in hor-
ror without any desire ofglory.

No man can be innocent when his advanage

is conccmcd. Hc can be blind or he can sec, and

then he can usc his will to rcjcct the evil, to follow
it in moderation cr to Follow it relentlessly. Mac-
beth docs the last. He recognized at once the imp

ulsc, this temptation, and thc fcarfu surrender it
demends.

"Macbeth" has becn often compared to the Gr-
eek tragedies in which the hero or herohre feels a

compulsive force &iving them to decds cither

wrong to themsclves or of direct conscguence.

The Greck hero pursues a misakcn good. Unlike
the Grcek heroes, Macbeth acts fully aware of the

evilhc is submitting himselifto.

Whcn the dreadful dc.ed is fulfilled, he becomsa

aware of its futility:
"Had I but died an hour befcrc this chancc

I had livcd a b cssed time: from this irrsant

Therc's nothing scrious in monality,

All is but toys. ren wn and grace is dcad;

Thc wine of lifc is drawn. and thc mereless

h left this vault to brag of. "

Thc history of Macbeth aftcr the murdcr of
Duncan is psycholo gically the most rcmarkable

exhibition oftbe develop mcnt ofcharactcr

Thc heart-sickless of Macbeth, wbich cornes

frorn his perccption ofthc futility ofthc crime is

not his habiffal state. And this for two reasons.

The consciousness of guilt is stronger in him than

the consciousness of failure. Because of it he

carnot slccp, his mind is "full of scorpions".

And on the other hand his ambition, his lovc of
power arc too strong to pcrmit him TO GIVE UP
even in spirit. He forces the world and his own
conscience, desperately, but nevcr thinking of
acknowledging defeat. Hc challenges his fate.

The result is frightful. His thoughts move all in
the same direction - to be secure and for this he

commis other crimes.

Macbeth fears Banquo and for this he must dic.

He believes that if the bloody deed will be done

by other hands, the idea ofnurder will not haunt
him. But he is wrong. Trembling, he has to facc

the image of his bloody deed. Now it is Macduff
that spoils his slecp. Hc goes to seek thcWitches.
He wants to know the worst. They tell him that
he is right to fcar Macduff and also they tell him
to fcar nothing for none of woman bom can

harm him, Hc Ge[ that thc two *acements are

at var ance. Hc decies not to sparc Macduffhcars
that Macduf has cscaped he is not desperate. Hc
can still destroy. He becomcs a ryrant, a terror of
his country.

If we try to extract Macbeth as a character, ar

a real person, then we come to thc conclusion
that he has no nobility of mind and no independ-

cnt strength ofwill.
But we carurot treat Macbeth, Lady Macbah,

Banquo as thus-they are part ofa pattern, they are

images or symbols.

"Whilc a hurncn bcing carurot bc simoulaneo-
usly {irll of the moral awareness of evil and fuly
cngaged in doing it, wholly aware that the only
motive hc can offer himself is inadequate, thosc
symbols wc call drarnatis pcrsonac not only can
be, but must bc, if thc full weight and pressure

ofthcir acts arc to bc felt by thc rcadcr's or audi-
ence's mind."r)

In"Macbeth" Shakespcarc syrnbolizes the

(r) A.P. Rossitcr-Angcl with Horns-London, 196r, page zr7
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forces that opcrate in every rnoral confict. Every

condictn rcveals somethhrg powcrful and apparcn-

tly ungraspable. Its the passionate will to sclLassert-

ion, thc inrpulsion to forcc thc world to one's

pattern.Shakcspcarc presents it as a force producing

disorder in man and traturc.

Macbcth becomcs the syrnbol of antagonism

(detcrminatiorr to forcc ouc's will and thc futility
ofdoing so coexist in his mind) and sclf-asscrtion.

2) LADY MACBETH, though drc'adful,

is sublimc. She sharcs certairr traits with her husL

ald. Bur shc is distinguished from him by a srorrg

will which holds in check imagination, fc'eling

and conscicnce.

To hcr thc prophccy of thirgs that will bc,

bccorncs irnmcdiatcly thc dctermination that

thcy shall bc. She knows the wcakrr.css of hcr

husband arrd she dccidcs to corrIrtcrect it. Shc

rouscs him with a taunt no nun canbeer-thc word
"coward". Her passionate courage swc.eps hirn of
his fcct. Whcn she bccomes awarc of thcir deed,

no word of hcr own suffcring, no word of compl-

aint escapes hcr whcu othcrs arc by. ?he helps

him but she lcver asks his help. shc leansjust on

herself. (Though appaling, shc is sublime.)

She is inhumarr, shc feels no pity for the good

old king.

However, at {irst sight, there is a ccrtain dis-

crepancy bctween the Lady Macbeth of the first

scene and thc one of the slecpwalking scenc.

At a deepcr insight, wc find thc proof that this

latter scens was prepared. Thus when she was

informed of Duncau's murder, shc cxclaims:

"Woe' alas !

What. in our housc?"

This mistakc iu hcr acting shows that she doe

not evell know what the natural fccliug in such

circ mstances would bc. Also she had always the

bent to counteract the "human kindness" ofher

husband.

Besidcs, in thesc carlier scencs, we 6nd the

raccs of fomrrune wcakness which account for
her latcr failurc. She exerted her will not only to
ovcrpowcr hcr husband's resistance, but also some

rcsistanc< in hcrsclf Thc dctcrnrination to rcprcss

the inward rcsisarce is clearly expresscd in her

invocation to thc spirits ofevil:
"... Comc, you spirits

That tend ou nrortal thoughb, unsemc here

And fill mc from the crown to thc toe top-
full Ofdirest cruclry! Makc thick my blood;
Stop up the acccss and passage to remorsc

That no compurctions visitings of naturc

Shakc rny fcll purposc, nor keep peacc bct-
wecn Thc cffcct and it! Cornc to my woma-
rr's breasts And takc my rnilk for gall, you
murd'rirrg rnirristcrs,.... "

Thc grcatucss of Lady Macbcth lics almost

wholly in couragc and will.

Compared to hcr husband, shc has but liale
imag inatiorr. Thus to her blood on hcr husband's

handsdocs uot suggests only and to her it is mcrcly
"this filthy wimcss". To her, blood suggcsts just
disgust aud praaical canger.

Everr in the slecp-walkilg sccnc, where her ima-
gination brcaks loosc, she uses no such imagcs as

Macbcth.

Lady Macbeth admires hcr husband and thinks
he is a greet man. Her ambition for him proved
fatal to him. Shc belicvcd shc was helping him to
something that he didn't havc thc llerve to atte-
mpt. So a grcat sh2re in thc crirnc belongs to hcr.

Dr. Johnson says: "[ady Macbcth is mercly
detested". On, thc othcr hard, thc criticism of
thc last ccntury tcnds to sentimantalizc this chara-

cter.

"The scopc and swccp of her evil passion is

tremendous, irrcsistible, ultimatc. Shc is an embo-
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peiment for one mighry law-of cvil absolute and

xtreme."r)

Crcating thc character of kdy Macbcth, Sha-

kespearc meant the predominarrt impression to

be one ofawc and horror, thc sleep walking scene

inspires piry but thc prevailing feeling is that

ofawe.

Campell insisted that in Lady Macbeth's misery

tberc is no trace of contrision. A.C. Bradley z)

stat$ : "Fromt he ragic poin of view we may

truly say that she was too grcat to repent."

Macbeth and his wife strugglc to enhearten cach

otler, but their terriblc decd has condemned them

cach to suftbr in solitude.

"Thc two principal figurcs are thc grcatcr and

the nobler cvcn in their sevcrcd love, because

they lcarned through their mental suffering that

th: rnoral world cannot be outwitted or outwill-
ed."l)

3)BANQUO

The character ofBanquo is interasting fr m ths

point of view of the chauges that takc placc in

him bccause of the influencc of theWitches apon

hrm. Thcre is a strong coutrast bctwcen him and

Macbeth.Wlule Macboth is a guilty man, Banquo

sppesrs as an innoccnt onc. Hc can be describcd

as a victim of theWitchcs.

After he heard thc predictions concenring him
and bis dcscendents, he does not show any desires

to know more. He is just amazed and wondcrs

ifthey were but hallucinations.

When Ross and Angus hail Macbcth as Thane

of Cawdor and Clamis, hc exclaims: "What !

Can thc devil speak truc?" Now he believcs that

thcWitches wcrc rcal bcings.When Macbcth pro-
poses hinr. to discuss later the predictions he ans-

wers checrlirlly: "Vcry gladly. ". At Macbeth's

castle Banquo refers for the first timc to thc subject

unprovoked. He repcls "thc curscd thoughts".

But still they arc "thoughte not mere racollections

and they bring with them an undefined sense of
gurh.

His reaction when he hears of Duncan's rnurder

is one ofrcpulsion. Hc suspects the truth at once.

He is full of indignation and determincd to play

the part ofan honest nan. But theWitches and his

own ambition conq,:er him. 
"Vhen 

we see him
orr the last day his life wc rind that he has yielded

to cvil, His punishment comcs swiftly.

THEPORTER
Few scenes in Shakespeare have provoked more

laughter in the theatrc than the Poner-scene

(II,il). Thc obscenities which puncuatc the por-
ter's remarks are incxtricably linked to a string of
referenccs to hell and the devil.

Macbeth's portcr, aslccp when hc ought to have

bcen awakc and on duty stumbling towards the

ca-rtle gatc, still rubling his bleary cyes and hastily

adjusting his costume, arouses ? host of personal

essociatic'ns for everyone in thc audience and is
a surc-fire-r,aiser of laughter in consequence.

The fact that nr this rnstance he rs suffering from
a bad hangovcr only adds to thc fun. Yet it is in
thrs addruon that the trouble bcgins, f61 6o1 o6
i*pring dte particula obscenities through which
the Porter givcs expression in hislanguage both
to his prcdicamcnt and to his fcclings,

The Porter receivcs no answer to his thrice-
repeated: "Who's there?". Thc questions are

answcred rhatorically by thc Porter himself.
When he asks for the Iirst timc he is still firmly in
his drcam-world. When he asks for thc second

timc hc is already beginning to slip out of his

drcams.

By thc tirne he has repeated this question a third
time, thc chill of dawn is bringing him swiftly
back to reality.

Thc Porter opcns tlrc gate and Macduff cntcrs.

The Portcr asks for a tip: "I pray you, remember

(rl
(r)

(3)

GWif son Knight*Tbtwhcat ofFirc, London,rg7z, pager5z

A.C. Bradlcy-Shakcspcrearr Tragedy, Londcn, r975, p. 3 r8

G.Wilson Knight-TbeWheel of Firc , Lon don tgTzpage t 53
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thc porter!" This remark is ambivalcnt, for it
can be addrcssed by thc actor b th to Macduffand

to thc audiencc. As in the Portcr's drcam it is two

worlds at once, that of Macbcth's castle and arto-

ther onc. It wasJesus rvho, with a loucl kn ckitrg

cntercd Hcll-castlc i[ scarch of Satau. At this

momeut, u'c don't hrow that Macduff will bc

thc avcngct, but Shakespcarc givcs us, in his usc

ofthe portcr, a clear hint ofwhat to expcct.

In the followilg discussiotr rvith Macdufl the

Porter sobers up aud drops cvcry aspect ofhis earlier

hallucinatiou but in thc ribaldry of the languagc,

humour and gesturc, hc ratrraitrs cquivocal.

a) THE MINOR CHARACTERS are

rkctched lighdy arr.d arc s ldom dcvcloped furtbcr

than thc actiol requircs. Shakcspcarc instinctivcly

felt that to give too ttrr'rch individuality to thc

minor charactcrs mcfns to dirninish the cffcct

thlt thc main charactcrs produco. As a good artist,

hc sacrificcd the part for thc ufiolc . Shakcspcarc

treatcd thc subject of Macbcth iu a rnanner solnc-

what ncar to that of Scncca. Thc play surprises

through sirnplicity.

Thcrc arc three passagcs oi grcst importance,

rccurirrg variety iu tone: thc passagc whcrc the

Porter appears, the cotrvcrsariot betwcen Lady

Macduff and her littlc boy and the sceue wherc

Macduff rcceives ncws of thc slaughter of his

hmily.

The human cast (exccpt Murdcrers and Portcr)

aa6 3n1l1hs5ss lo thr two Pr(rtlgonists.

5) THEWEIRD SISTERS

They symbolize " he horrifying old dis rust of
na ure", the dread of uniutclligiblc, the" thrcat

of thc uncontrollable world cith which hunarrity.

ir helplcrsly aud irrcvocably invoh'cd. "( r)

They arc prcsetrted as "woltLctl in strangc and

wild apparcll, rescrnblilrg crcaturcs of an cldcr-

world. But the figurcs described by Hclirxhed

don't rescmblc with (as J.D.Wilson exprcsscd it)
"the foul hags risirg from hell to claps ofthunder,

grirrning and capcring irr obscenc danccs, gloating

ovcr par* of disrffrnbcred bodics."(z)

As all critics havc no iced, they havc somcthing

sublime and cvil at he sane iure, a rait that

distinguishcs thcnL fronr the ordinary witches.

Thcy are neither Norns lor witches. Thc concl-

usion is that thcy arc Shakespcarc's creation.

J.D.Wilson(3) writcs : "ThcWcird Sistcrs in'Mac-
beth' are dre incarrralion of evil in thc universe,

all thc morc effcctivc dramatically that their
lraturc is never defirrcd . "Now wc quote Charles

Lamb(4): "They are foul aromalics of whom we

krrow not wherrce they arc sprung, uor whcther
thcy have beginning or cnding. As thcy arc with-
out hurnan passions, so thev secm to bc without
human rclatiorrs. Thcy comc with thurrdcr and

lightniirg, arrd vanish to airy music."

They set thc play moving.

The Witch-scencs excrcisc a great influcncc

upon the rcader's imagirration. Therc arc two
rnain trcnds in thc critics' views conccnring their
irnaginative effcct.

On thc one haucl, theWeird Sistcrs who b.avc

undoubtedly a gtcat part in thc atrnosphere, are

describcd somc timcs as oddesses or evcu as fates

But thrs rs not truc. They are old womctt, poor

and Uraggcd, full ofvulgar sprtc. From Hohnshed

Sirakespeare usedjust a phrasc "werrd srstcrs".

Shakespeare's Witchcs owe all their power to
spirits and fates carulot havc rnastcrs. They are not
Fate, because Macbcth exercises his will from
thc first to last. Their infuerrcc on Macbcth is

great, but it is just arr influcncc.Whcn Macbeth

hcard drcir prophccies, he starred witlr fcar and

rro irurocent man would havc couccivcd imrncdi-

ately thc thouglrt of rnurdcr. Thcir prophccy

revealed to Macbcth his inward guilt. Hc is free

to acccFt or to rcjcct the temptation, but the tem-

(t) P.H. Fryc Thc Idco ofGrcc'k Tragedy-Nebraska Unir'. Studics, r9r 3, pagcf

(z) J.D.Wilscu-ThcWt:rksofShakcspearc, CambridgcLondon r97o, pagc

(3) J.DWilsol-ThcWorks of Shakespcarc-Lotrdou, Cambridgc r97o, pegc

(+) CtarlesLamb-MisccllattcousProsc
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ptation was already within him. MaMacbeth

himself is aware ofhrs guilt and never tries to shift

it upon them.

The opp site irrterpreatioll statcs that theWeird

Sisters and their prophecies are symb lical repre-

sentations of thoughts and desires hidden in Mac-

beth's ulconseiins. Thrs could hold good for the

brophecy cf becomirrg a king, but it's impossiblc

to belicvc that Macbcth had any idca about Birn-
amWood or the malr' trot born ofwotnan.

TheWcird Sistcrs offcr vcry great difflculties to

thc modern reader. Thcy evoke the horror ofthat
"undemaurte" which is the compulsion (or tem-

ptation) in Macbcth. "They symb lizc uot our

idea of, but our f*lings about everything in the

world that justice, lrumanity, morals, law c'xist

to controll."r) All desttuctive and disorder phel-
omena are assocjatcd with thern. Mostly these

phcnonretra destroy thc hurnarr s.'cicty-.

For linding out what Shakespeare tried to sug-

gest, we have to examine the passagcs (elemcnts

of order) which sand in opposition to the chaos

for which theWeird Sister sand.

The images dut Banquo mentions have thc

purpose to present irnpressions fthe natural order

which Macbeth's actrons violate.

The conversation between Leunox arrd a Inrd
has the fturctiou of a chorus commena,ry, especi-

elly when the Lord motivies Macdufft llight to
England.

"That by the help of these-with him above

To ratifr the work-we may again

Give to our ablcs mcat, sleep to our nights,

Frce from feasts atrd banquets bloody knives,

Do faithful homagc and receivc free honours

All which we piuc for trow."

This buildnrg up of symb ls ofsccurity arrd pe-

ace givcs thc acetrc iu Eugland its placc il the stru-

cture of thc play. It follows thc murder of Lady

Macduff and hcr children and thc sleep-wslkiug

sccne. Thcy arc lirrkcd by MacduFi lament on

the state of Scotland and Ross's rcvclanon of thrs

last slaughter-

This impulae of self-assertion, to dominate
through power, makes a world in which all men

arc enemies; enemies te one an ther, t- all nature,

to themselves. The final fruit is that you find that
even to the m st powerful of hurnan will here is

always somc further power lacking. Bcyond this,
there lies thc desperate detcrmination that verges

on madne ss.

"For mine own good

All causes shall give way"- and finally the c la-
psc whcn he can see the world as a pr cession of
fools by candle-light, arrd liG as an acter rn arr

idiot-melodrama, siguifying nothiqg ! The linal
Macbeth is a human mind dwindled down to one
faculty : laith in force, agaiust all sense and consc-
ierrce. The desperate Macbeth has lost that touch
of thc der.ni-god he first possessed.

The Weird Sisters are objectively conceived-
they are not the subjective eflect of. avil in Macbeth
rrund (ike the dagger and the ghost).Withio the
Macbeth rmiverse, they are independent entities.

5) SHAKESPEARE'S ETHICAL SYMB-
OLISM

In Shakefpeare's ethical symbolisrn rhe rnacro-
cosm governed by God, is inagined in the state
controlled by the King who is divinc, and in the
conftolled by the King who is divine, and in the
microc sm, Man. The release of the nrysterious
forccs that reside in the microcosm destroyes the
illusion that holtls the satc togedter and disturbs
the conpletc order of all rrsture. This rclease of
the subhumau forces makes impossiblc for rnen to
know therruelver, for betwee.n good and evil
therc is no clear boundary. Men fear and do not
know why, like brutes. But they arc worse than
aninals, bedause "they know they do not know"
aud thus experience the horror of thc incornpre-
hcnsible. Critics on agree thispoint, that this is what

G) A P. Rossitcr-Angel with Horne, London, 196r, pag<. zzr



gives to thc play the'nightrnare quality". Thc play
suggests the viison of a world acting under hid-
cous compulsiorrs.

7) PLOT

The play opens with the bricfscene ofthe three

witches which, poirrt to resernblances with the

"spanish 'fragedy" (Thomes Kyd) and the Ger-

rran vision of "Harnlct" -"Fratricide Punished".

Thc purpose of this sccnc is to creatc an adcquatc

atmospherc. After this scenc the plot moves

quickly. Banquo and Macbeth appear.

hr the fifth scene Lady Macbeth appears. Lady

Macbcth rcvcals hersclf in comncntiug otr her

h.usband.

Then thc soliloquy of Macbcth "If it wcrc

donc, whcn 'tis done, thcu't wcrc well", is a piecc

ofrnagificcrrt poetry. This is thc only placc whcrc

Macbcth claims our rnoral sympathy. Thc only

motivc f r his dccd appcars to hirl as beilg
futilc. His wifc ovcrcorncs him by greater will.
By rncarrs ofirony shc mastcrs him'

oThc passagc whcrc Macbcth is climbihg the

staira to thc Kiug's room is olr,c of thc fincst exa-

rnples of atmosphcre in all this drams. Macbcth

secs himsclf as the embodimcllt of universal mur-

dcr and whcn his wife appcars, tb.c contrast bctw-

cen thcrn is enrphasiscd. Thc scene reachcs its

culmirratiotr with the sudden knockiug at thc

castlc gatc, fact that affccts thc two diffcrcntly: to

him it is the linal rcalizatiorr ofwhat he has dotrc,

for hcr- the fact that thc traccs should bc quickly

removcd.

oThc murder is discovcrcd, thc blanre falls orr.

thc grooms, Dutrcatt's sons flc".

"Macbcth" falls irr.to thrcc parts:

r) Macbcth killcd drc Kitrq, but allowccl thc

ultimatc avcngcr to cscaPc.

z) Macbcth tried to dafi:nd Fatc by rnurdcrirr.g

Bauquo and his son Fleatrcc. This part follows

thc samc pattcrn as thc first otrc: thc prophccics,

the rnurdcr, the cscape of the most unim.portant

victirn, Fatc is still urrdcfcatcd. This part culrnina-
tcs il thc Banquct sccns. Macbeth's inragiuatiou

had crcatcd a visible spcctrc ofdre bloody danger

- thc phantonr of his. victim Lady Macbcth has

a doublc rolc- to pacify hcr hysterical hnsband and

to pcrsuadc the gucsts th.at cvcrl'thing is all right.
But thc Lords havc urderstood. Aftcr this sccnc,

wlrcn bcirr.g alonc with his wife, Maclrcth suflers

a changc.

3) Part thrce corrrpriscs act IV and act V. Thcsc

two acts show how Fatc. having cheated Macbeth,

procccds to destroy him. It opels with thc thrcc

witchcs (like part orrc). Machth dcrnands their

help and they lct hirn know the threc couditions.

Macbeth appcars hcrc corrplctely dcgcnctatcd

from the arnbitious hcro who r.aved Scotlaud.

Thc convcrsatiorr Malcolnr ..Ma:duff showr

how Malcolrn tcsts Macduff's iutcgrity and rcac-

hcs its climax whcu. Macduff hears about the

nurdcr ofhis houschold and crics

The next sccnc, in cortrast widr the prcccding

orc, shows us Macbeth's loncly wife o1r thc vcrgc

of breakdowl It is too latc that she found out

that, when killing Duncan, thcy had nr.urdered

slccp and all Ncptuhc's watcr could ncvcr wash

away thc blood.

The sleep walkilrg scelrc is full of a supcrbe

dramatic irony as iu hcr unconscious self-rcvela-

tion hcr rnirr.d prcscrves events from thc past.

In the Iitsl soliloquy of Macbeth, thc rcalization

of his punishneirt is cvidcut. Everything is futile,

all thc murders hc had comrnitcd arc futilc, for
life itselfis futile.

e) STYLE

Probably in rr.o play of Shakespcare thcrc are

so nallyqucstior).s askcd. Qucstiorrs succcccl cach

othcr quickl;, tlrrougho ut thc sccrrcs. Arnazcmeut

aud mystcry arc in the play frorn the begiming
and arc reflcctcd iu continual questions. Qucstions,
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rumouls, startling news and wrcertaintics are

cvery-where. Darkness, blackness permcats the

play. Thc grcater part of the action takcs place

in thc darkncss ofnight. Therc are a lot ofrefere-

nces to darkncss. Thus Lady Macbeth prays:

"Comc, thick night,

And pall thce it the dunnest smoke of Holl..."

And Macbeth:
"Stars, hidc your firas.

olet no light scc my black and deep desires..."

Thrs world of doub* and darkness gives birth

to strengc aud hidcous crcatures. The derknes,

light and colours that brcak it, thc storm, all con-

tribute to inspirc dread and horror whclr the.Wito-

hes or the Cnost aPPcar'

"Thc vcry stylc of thc play has a rnesmeric,

nightmare quality, for iu that dream-conscious-

ness. hatcful though it lr, therc is a ncrvous tcns-

ion, a vivid setrsc of profound significance, an

exceptionelly rich apprchension of reality elcc-

trifying the mind: one is in touch with absolutc

evil, which bcing absolutc' has a satanic eaut

and attraction, drawing, paralysing."r)

This quality is in the poetic sry1e: the language

i3 tense, ncrvous, without the visual clarity of
"Othello" or thc solemntty of "Trmon of Athens"

olady Macbeth is the only one of Shakespeare's

characters, who ol a last appearance is denicd the

digniry of verse. Shakcspeare believed that the

regular form and rhyhm ofverse would be inap-

propriate wher.' thc nrirld has lost its balanca

(somnanbulisrn) .

The csential sructurc of "Macbeth" is to bc

sought in thc PoctrY.

In rr.o1c of Sh,rkcspcare's tragedres therc ,s any-

thrng superfuous but it is perhaps "Macbeth"

that givcs thc k.'cncst ttnprcssiott of cconorny'

The action movcs dircctly and quickly to thc crisis

and from thc crisis to thc firll working out ofplot

and theme.

"The contemp rary tendency was t wards a

richly decoratcd sryle. In accordance with this

tendency, Shakespeare contrived in "Macbeth"

to combine wealth of ornament with an effect of
marvellcus condensation. Without doubt the

cxtraordinary distinction ofthc stylc, clectric with
thought and imagery, rcplctc to the poiut of
obscurity, but always completely responding to

the changing mooils of speaker and situation, is

onc of the rnain rcasons for the imprcssivcness

ofthc play. "z)

IO) STAGE HISTORY

Ifthc interpolations werc madc, as it is supposed

by Middleton in his later years, "Macbeth" must

have held the stagc after Shakespoarc's deadr. In
thc carly years of thc Rcstauratiou , "Macbeth"
was revived wrth thc fanrcua Bettcrton, as Macbe-

th, in 166+. In this versiot, thcre arc addcd several

songs for theWitchcs, cvidently from the pen of
Davenant and also one ofMiddletorr's songs-

In a series ofperlorrnances which be gur in ry72,
Betterton used Davenant's rewriting of "Macbe-

th" and the accornpanying music which is attri-
buted to Locke. In Davenant's version there are

altcretions in Shakeapeare's rnetre, dilution of
Shakespearc's nore difrcult phrseas,Also to suit

the pscudo-classic fashion of the &y, Davenant

brovided much declamatory rhetoris for Lady

Macduff. caused the murder ofMacduff-
's children, to take place offthe stage, and made

Maeduf cnter at the cnd, not with Macbeth's

hcad, but with his bloody sword.

Whcn. Garrick first appearcd in thc part of Mac-

beth, in t774 ard again four years latcr with Mrs.

Pritchard as Lady Macbcth, hc sdvcrtised that

he would givc the play "as writen by Shakcspearc.

He ind:ed discardcd Davenant's vcrsion, but be

rctained the singingWitches, and edded of his own

composition a dyiug speech for Mac cth, wlich
allowcd him to keep the stage till thc last. Garri-

(r) GWilson Knight-TheWheelofFire, London. 1972, p. r47

(r) A.C.L. Browr-ThcTragedy oiM.r.:bch, N.'wYork, I"24, 1'



ck's version had a nur ofovcr olrc htmilred years,

and thc spectacular trcatmcnt of thc witchcs

survivcd in part even longcr. In short, a tend,3ncy

to turn thcwcird Sisters into an infcrrral ballct

giving spcctacular danccs, although wholly at

variance with Shakespearc's dignilicd eouccptiou,

accms to havc begun cveir cfore thc Iirst printing

of thc play in 1623. It culnirutcd il thc eighteent

ccntury, and their dc'clined , but traccs ol it cvclr

yct becloud the practicc ofthc stagtr.

Macklin in 1772 was thc first actcr to aPpcar

as Macbcth in tartan and kilt. Kcrnblc in r79,1with

Mrs. Siddons as Lady Macbcth, was thc firts to

prcscni th,: banquet scelc rvithout anv visiblc

spcctrc, a pr.-ccdent that has bcen adoptcd b1

Macrcady, Booth and Henrv Irving, altough trot

followed by Edrvin Forrcst, thc Kcans and othcrs.

r r)

Th.' plaf is r.rnarkeblc firr its i:rsistcncc on thc

political sctting, rvhich ilrcludcs battles, intrigues,

and thc convulsicrr cf a kingdonl, for its swiftIrcss

and intensity for its gcneral lack ofappeal to teir-

derncss or pathos, for thc trcmcudous and unreli-

eved blackness ofits close.

CONCLUSIONS

Trying to summarize, wc must clear some Po-

ints and wc must revcal s mc very imPortlrrt

cluracterbtics of the Shakespcarean tragedy as a

whole and of "Macbeth" as thc chosen cxamplc'

We may bcgin by tryilg to answer to a dificult

qucstion, namely if "Macbeth" has a rnain hero

o, oor. M*y rcad:rs will bc tcmpted to anlwer

affrrmatively to it, but, ou thc other hand, many

critics will be temptcd to answcr negatiYely'Why

is it so difticult to say whcthcr thc tragedy has a

main huo? Takilg into account thc titlc, it seems

that Macbeth is thc central figurc' But if wc read

morc carcfully the play, wc are forced to admit

that Macbcth can bc a victim of the cirdrmstallces'

or of the endless thirst of p wcr of his wife, but

rrot the Hero. Perhaps this part may be playcd by

theWitchcs, who, by thcir prophecics, rnade the

charactcrs act as thcy do.

Sornc critics - and wc lluy quote Schlegel-saye

that theWitches did lorcknow Macbcth's future;

and what is foreknown is fixed; and how can a

rnan be responsiblc whcn his luturc is alrcedy

fixed? This is truc to a ccrtain extcnt, but not onc

of thc things forcknowlr is an action. This is just

as true ofthc latcr prophccics as for the firstd. But

wc lnust not forgct that Shakcspcare woultd not

havc introduced prophccics ofl\{rcbe th's decause

hc would probably havc fclt that to do so would

interfcre with thc intcrcst of the inward strugglc

and suffering. And , in thc second pl:rce, "Macbc-

th" was not writtctr for studcnts o11 rnctaphysics,

but for peoplc at largc. in conclusiou, theWitches

aud their prophccics arc to be taketr ncrcly as

symbolical reprcsurtations of thoughts and desires

which have slumbcrcd in Macbeth's breast and

now risc into consciousncss and confiont hirn'

With this idea, which springs from the wish to gct

rid of a mere cxtenul suPernaturalism, and to

find a psychological arrd spiritual rneaning in that

which thc groundlings probably received as hard

facts, one may fccl sy rnpathy. But it is cvident

that it is rather a "philosophy" of theWitchcs than

an imeediate dramatic apprchcnsion of thcm; and

cven so it will bc found both incomplete and, in

other respects, inadcquate. It is incomplctc beca-

usc it cannot posibly be applied to all the facts.

And it is inadequatc chicfly bccause it is much

too narrow. Thc Witchcs and their prophccics,

ifthey arc to be ratioualiscd or taken symbolically,

must rcprcscnt n1t orlly thc evil slumbcring in

Macbeth's soul, but all thcsc obscurer influcnces

of thc evil around him iu thc world which aid his

own ambitiou and thc iucitcnrents of his wife.

Thc words of thcWitchcs about a much discussed

thcme during thc Rcnaissancc, namcly thc Evil.

l.l



This evil is responsible for thc deeds Macbeth did,

thir cvil is responsible for his infinite ambition and

desire to havc power in his hands, this evil cxpla-

ins clearly cvcrything may seem at a {irst look

curious in the tragedy-and Shakespeare spoke

about it openly, wrthout arry limit, warning his

contemporarics and the future readcrs of thc pcril

ofthis unseen but yet palpable euemy ofnrauking.

it rs ot a grcat importance to wrde inc Shakc-

speare's art of personification, ofend wing abst-

ract realitics with the breath of liG, art which un-

d:rgoes a notc-worthy dcvclopment is the trage-

dy, Thc pcrsonifications arc still patterned aftcr

the nedicval type of personifrcatior and they

d:rivc from drc allegorical world of the Middle

Ages. But Shakcspearc also creatcd imagcs of
astonishing pcculiarity aud irconparablc origin-
aliry. At thc samc time the range of abstactions

exprcssed by the imagery bccomes wider. Thcsc

tbstractions play an important part in thc tragedics

Just as man now stands in closer comcction with
naturc and cosmos, so hc appears in relationship

to ccrtain forces determining and guiding his

existeirce. Rc they called fate, doom, ti11s 61

memphysical powers, these occult forces havc

a haud in evcry Eagedy; mar appears to bc

surrounded by them. Their vivid realiry oftcn

becomcs perccptiblc in the imagery. Hcnce arc

fatal to thc hcro only because there is in hinr some-

thirrg which leaps into light at the sound of them;

but they are at the same timc the wiftess forccs

which ncvcr cease to wolk in the world around

him.

The rwo terrible figures ofthc tragedy, Macbcth

arrd Lad Macbcth, dwarf all the remaining

charactcrs of the drama. Both are sublime, and

both inspirc, far morc than the othcr trafic hcroes,

the fecling of awc. The arc never d:tached irr

imagination frorn thc atm sphcrc which surrou-
nds them arrd adds to thcir grandcur arrd tcrr r.

It is continued iqto tleir souls. For within them ir
is all that we fclt witbout- the darkncss of night,
lit with the fame of tempest and thc hues ofblood,
and haunted by wild and dircful shapcs, "murder-
ing ministcrs", spirits of remorsc, aud maddcning
visions of peace lost and judgenrcnr ro come.
These two characters arc fired by onc aud thc samc

passion of ambition; and to a considerablc cxtent
they are alike. They support and love cach other.
Thcy are not vulgar souls, to be alicnated and
rccriminatc when they cxpcricnce the fruitlessness

of their ambitiorr. They rctrnain to the and tragic
everr grand.

But wc still feel that thcy arc not thc rnain cha_
ractcrs ofthe tragedy, and this uot because there is
aucther charactcr which fully complctcs the diftic_
ult task of thc most important figurc, bur we must
seriously consider the images which rcprcsent
these abstract rcalitics. Iu thc tragcdies-morc thaIr
iIr all thc other plays-thc imagcry cxpres es thc
murual rclationship of the forccs at work in
hrtrlxl u"r*". Idcas as honeul, .judgcmerrt, con-
science, will, blood, reason, ctc. frcqucndy appear
in metaphorical guise. Whocvcr urrdertakes to
investigate Shakespearc's corrccption of thc human
charactcr will be amazed to find how many of
the passagcs with the mutual relationship of
spiritual and mental qualitics as their subject,
appear in mctaphorical language, or employ
imagery.

This kind of imagery should warn u! not ro
:pply nodcrn concepdons of h marr claracccr
to Shakcspeare's plays; it givcs us hints as to h w
Shakespearc conceived of mental procetses and
conflicting qualities of charactcr. Inr.agery ir an
intcgral cornponent ofthc thought; it dircloses to
us thc particular aspect uuder which Shakespcare
vicwcd thc... things. Inragcry herc is a form of
imagining and conceiving thirrgs. .,Mctaphor

bccomes almost a modc of apprchcnsiorr", says

( ) Middlcton Murry-Thc P'oblgn of S'yic -, Lond,.r,, ro/:1 p,gAr j
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Middleton Murry. r) But the readcr rnust have

e formed eye to bc able to uuderstand all Shakcs-

pcarean art of imagcry and not to losc a bit of this

artistic composition.
'Wc rnust cnd this cssay by tclling a fcw words

ebout Shakespcarc's contributiotr to world litera-

ture. His mcrits arc erlormous. Hc crcatcd a trcv'

epoch in world litcraturc. Thc idcas sct forth by

the Rcnaissancc, thc strugglc for happirrcss end

frerdom arc expresscd by hirn in thc tnost rcalistic

forms.

ID rnanv parts of his tragcdics, thc &amatist

shows thc urorst aspcct of things. Hc scc'nts to

rcalizc how much bloodshcd thc strugglc for

frcedom will cost and that neither he tror thc ttext

generations will evcr livc long crrough to scc what

frccdom is. Yct, itr thc samc tragcdics wc fecl

Shakcspcare's Iirm bclicf tn a bcttcr futurc for

all nunkind. He had faith nran. Hts lovc cf matr

is seeir in hts utolcrartcc towards ir{usticc. Shakc-

spearc's plays havc bcccrnc popular tl ougbeu1

the world bccaurc of thesc great bunranist ideas

and his universal and realistic charactcrs.

The whole history of English drama can be traced

' tf;i6ughout Shakespeare's works for he combined
-"ll fot^t that existed bdore him and develo-

t-
led them, to great hrgbts. His work cmcrgcs

from the Renaissance and beccmes the forerunner

for the literature of the following centurics' Hc

creatcs charactcrs of great depth rnd unusual

intellcct. Shakcspcarc is atractcd by thc intcllect

of nrau. When an illitcratc rnan is depictcd, he is

showu as l.nviug sourcl connon scnsc; aud if
he happcns tc bc a c nrical charactcr, hc may be

shy, or shrcwcd and v"-itty. His wit is shown in

thc various puns (plays upcrr words) as with the

two scrvants in the "Two Gcntlcmcn of Veroua".

Thc dcvclopr.ncnt of Shakcspcarc'3 clnracters

makcs hirn difii,rant fronr his predeccssors (Marlow

and othcrs). Their characters rcmain static all

through thcir plays, whilc Shakespcare's chari c-
tcrs changc iu thc course cftllc action. Shakcspcarc

wls thc first drarnatist to mix tragcdy with co-

rncdy anrl lrc was also a grcrr nester of plc t.

Wc find motc tlutt onc plot dcvcl<>ping in such

a play as "Thc Tragedy ofKing Lcar".

Thc soliloquis in Shakcspcarcan plays arc not
Iong. Thc givc-and-takc of his dialogue (thc

qucstiorls aud thc rcplics) rrade it very casy for
drc commou pcoplc of thosc days to undcrstand

his plays. Many phrascs, olrcc caught by his audi-

cu.ccs, rcmained widr rhe pcoplc and became

part ofthcir cvcry'day languagc.

Shakespcarc's plays arc great achicvcmentr

which rcfect thc problerns ofthe epoch in a very
realistic rnanner and for this rcason they will rem
ain truc values in drc English litcratue er lony
as this literature will exist.

t.r
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The tlatrau Triad

Maran Martan and BarnaraYn

Comparetive StudY.

Narser Abdul wahid (M'A)

Introdnction:

The cult of the triad sccms to be one of thc

most imPortant cults in thc city of Hatra as wc

shall sce latcr. Thc Hatran triad consists of two

gods anC a gcddc*s tramcly Maratt' our lord

iPL.r; M.tr.t, oor lady (PL. 2,3) ' and Barmaraytr

th" ,o,r of oo. lord and lady (PL' a,5)' Thc gcd

Maran is identified with thc Mesopotamian sun

god Shamasb, ald depictcd in Hatra in thc fornr of

an caglc (ll-.o) who sccms to be an incarnatlon ot

th" gid. H" is also showr.L itr a human form with

."ys for-ittg a halo bchiud hrs head' But drc

idcntifications of thc goddess Martalr wlro ls

portrayed as a fcmalc in thc form ofbust emergtttg

from e,thcr a crescnt moorl (PL'3) , or acanthtls

lcavcs (PL-z) ; and thc god Barmarayn' who 
's

shown issuing from I cr scttt with a solar lunar

halo bchiud bis hcad , arc lrot certain' (?)

In carly reiigion of Mcsopotamia , the worship

of the triad scems to havc been well kuown'

The first Sumcrian triad of gods consists of Anu'

thc suJ rcme god of thc Mcsopotamian pantheon'

Ea, tbe god ofw.te. (r) and Enlil god ofwinds

and death. Another Mcsopotamian triad consists

ofthe threc celestial gods viz, tbc sun god' Sham-

ash. tbe goddess, Ishtar, arrd the moon god' Sin(z)'

Finally therc is thc 'riad of late Babylonian times

which coruists of tbc divinc father' mother and

son, namly Marduk, Ishtar or Nanai' and Nabn

identificd with thc plarrtts Jupiter' Vcnus and

Marcury respcctivcly ' H lngholt has observed

that it is possiblc that this Babylonian triad

which hacl rro followiug irr Assyria' is re fcrrcd to

bv thc attonynlous cpithcts Maratt' Marrarr attd

Barmarayn , and madc thc farther obscrvation

that during thr Romatt timcs a triad cotrsistittg

ofJupitcr, Venus, and Marcury was worshippcd

in Heliopolis. Thc cult of this triad was spread

allover thcRoman cmpirc (3).

In early Egyptian rcligion tbe god, Osiris irr

company with thc goddcs, Isis, his wife, and thc

god Horus, his posthumous son' are Ktrowtt as

iLe trinity (4) . But r-ccord.ing to Safar and Mastafa

thc Hatran triad did not rise to the stagc of the

trinity, in otber words they did not dcossolve in

each other to form onc god or cult (5)'

The triad is also krrown in Indian rcligion

formed by tbc gods Brahma, the creator, Siva,

the destroycr and the lord Vishnu , the prescrvcr'

who cmerged together as thc Trimurti' It scems

iDtercsting to add herc that thc Vaisnavaism scct,

worshipped thc god Visnu as fathcr, rnothcr and

son at the samc titnc. The god Vishnu is called

Aditi thc "boundless". in fathcr, motbcr and

son(6).

Against this background it secms safc to relate

the Hatran triad to thc Mesopotarnian triad of

the late neo-Babylonian pcriod which consists

of Marduk thc father divinc, Ishtar or Nanai

tbe mother goddcss, and Nabu the son god' This

is actually what H. Ingholt suggests as prcviously

mentioned.

Unforturratly wc havc very few icoltic rcprcscn-

tations of thc Hatran triad which docs not scem

equal in kccping with the importancc tbat tbe

triad acquirc in thc Hatrarr lifc' But anyhow

considerablc information can bc gairrcd from

the large numbcr of inscriptions collectcd from

the city by archacologists (7) Fivc iuscriptions

rcgistercd that thc worshippcrs likc to bc reme-

mbe.ed b"forc thc triad ( 8 ) which was also

invoked along with other gods as statcd in other

ten inscriptions (9). But one has to nctc that the
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names ofthc gods which cousist the triad always
cornc first. Furthcr morc thcrc arc ,".rraarl othe,
inscriptions which refcr to cach mernber of the
triad alone, or with othcr divinitics. Two in-
tcrcsting illscriptions clarify the idcutity of tbc
god, Barmarayn, as thc son of the god, Maran,
who in the same inscriptiols, was identified with
Shamash, the bencvolent, the great god.

r- Mara.rr (our lord) (ro).

Bcfore dealing with thc iconographic represe_
tation of thc Hatran suu god Maran, I would
likc to make a brief survcy conccrning the sun
god in anciert cultures in the hopc of making my
background clear and of bcing ablc to trace tbe
origins or prototype of thc Hatran icons cf the
sun god Maran.

In ancierrt Mesopotamia thc sun is largely
worshippcd as a male god known by the name
Sbanrasb (rr). Hc was a very prominent god in
Laxa city and in the city ofSippat (rz) which was
callcd thc city ofthc god Sl amash,just like Hatra
wbich is ,rlso namcd "Hatra of Shamash " on
somc coins(r3). The Babylcuian god Shamash
was dcscribed as tbe god ofjustice. He is judgc
of thc Heavens and tbc arth as well. His temple
in Babylonc was called "Housc of the Judge of
theWorld" (r4). It scems io me possible that the
Hatran god Maran-shanrash portray all tLe said
featurcs, in the life ofthe Hatrarrs.

The early represerltations of thc Mesopotaurian
sun god Shamash depictcd hirn in human form
cithcr sorrding ot or rising froru thc nroultains
or thc clouds, witb a horncd crown and waq,
rays issuing from his shouldcrs (as shown on
scvcral scals) (rS\. On th" othcr haud, thcrc are
somc otllcr rcprescntations of tbc sun god shamash

in which hc was depictcd as radiant disc, sucb
as thc onc regestcred on rhc boundary stone of
King Mclisbrpale (r6).

Thc Egyptran sun god Ra was thc creator, and
lord ofthe sky (rZ), worshrpped ru the form ofa
grgantrc obehsk, apctnfied sur ray (rg). The sun

in Egypt was also worsbipped undcr the namc
cf Aten, whose representations was in tbe forn
of a simplc or winged sundisc, (19) s[6y71
decorating tbe crowns of innumcrable imaqes of
gods and goddesses too. Thc sun was also dejctcd
in sphcrical sbape drawn by Khcpri , thc Scarab_
god into the other world in tlrc cvening ald over
the horizou in tte nrcrning (zo).

Tbe Greek sun god Apollo, son of tbe god
Zeus who is dcscribed in the Iliad as tbe desroycr.
recclls the Arabian god Hobal (-: r) worsl.jppcd in
Arabia beforc Islam, Hc nuy also recalls tbc
Mesopotamian sun god Shamash (?). At any rate
it bas bcen stated that thc god Apolo is a solar
god from Asia (zz). But it is ccrtairr that his
representations are far from comparable with
the rcprescntatiorrs of tbc god Shamash arrd the
Hatran sun god Marau.

The Assyrian god Assur was represented by a
fying disc, so also the Achacmenian sun god
Aburamazda, tbc crcator of the carth (23), who
is almost shown irr thc Assyrian manner(24).
Tbe north Syrian artists of the first millcnuim
B,c. namely tbe Arameans and phoenicians also
followed tFe Asslrian depiction and portrayed
thcir sun gcd as a wingeC disc (25;.

The Indian sun gcd Surya is portraycd irr
quitc drllercnt cbaractcr. Eady representations
depicted lim as human malc ric'ing in a chariot
drcwn by four or by sevel horses (26). His later
reprcsentations show him carry)ng two lotuses
olc in each hand . So it is certain thrt thc Indian
surr god Surya and his rcprcscntatiols too havc
tlothing to do with that of Hatra, Thc same mav
also bc said ofthc orher im:rgcs ofrLc lndiarr solar
goqs.

Hclcc i'is quitc reasonablc to conclude tbat tbe
Hatran rcpresentation of the sun god Maran,
tbe brxt male fiqure rising from the mountains
or the clouds with a radiant nimbus bchind his
head may owe its origin to thc Mcsoporamian
rcprescntarion of thc surr god Shamasi, for we
do not {ind in any other cultures, cxcept those of
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early MesoPotamia, any similar roots whicb

might have bccn followed by the llatran artist.

Thc sun god Maran as wc saw earlicr is identificd

with thc sun god Shamash and showtr in humart

form or in the forrl of an eaglc . A coin fronr

Hatra bears a bcardlcss solar deity with Ararnaic

inscription rcading "Hatra of Sharnash" orr its

obvcrsc, and an imagc of an caglc with outstrct-

ched wings otr thc revcrsc. Tliis coirr on thc orrc

hand statcs clearly that thc god Shanraslr is thc

suprcme dcity ofthc city, and orr thc othcr hrtrd

it n:akes it ccrtain that thc caglc is a syrnbol or

thcriomorphic incarnrtiou ofthe surr god Shanra-

sh, hcncc of Maran, who besides his rolc as thc

chiefgod ofthc triad was thc great god (z/, thc

judgc. Thc namc of thc god Marart is irrvokcd

alonc in twcntl-cight ir,scriptions collccted fronr

tl c city of Hatra (28). Tbc lord Maran was fcrrcd

by tl c Hatrans cvcn irr thcir drmrns. (:9).

Susatr Downcy l.as suggestcd tlat thc caglc is

eithcr a god in hjs owrr right or thc synrbol of

the gocl Shanrash (3o). H. tlgh"lt has statcd that

if thc caglc is dcpict''d with foldcd - wings (as

largcly shown orr thc top ofthc Hr-tran standrrds)

thcn it rnay symbolizc the god Maran, but if it rs

shown wth outstrctchcd wrllgs thctr it l)lay

rymbolizc thc sun god Shamasb (3 r). (?)

Conccrtritrg tht relationship bctwccrr thc caglc

rnd thc sun, a passagc of tlrc "Rcg-Vcda" dcscri-

bes thc sun as a goldeir wingcd caglc (32)' This

cvidencc scrvcs as a solid basc for idcutifying thc

caglc with tbc sun and vicc versr sitrcc thc bcgitrtr-

ing of thc first millcniam B.C. thc proposecl datc

ofthc "Reg-Ved"a". In India thc caglc was idcuti-

6cd with thc hcavcrrs as w.ll (ll). attd u'as also

considcred as a vchiclc of tlrc solar dcit; Vishrru'

Turtring to tht ancicnt Near East, thc caglc was

considcrcd as aIt ilrtcrrncdiarv bctwectt heavcrt

and carth. Hc was thougbt to bc tbc r)rcsscr)gcr

of thc surr, thc king of tbet plancts' Ouc of his

duties was to carry the huuratr souls ol)cc tbcy

wcrc liberatcd fronr their bodics to thcir lord thc

lun.

From Tell-halaf a stylizcd imagc of an caglc

was discovcred .It is sculpturcd in thc round in

a compact rnanncr recalling tl.rc Hatrau rcPrescnta-

tions. 'l'hc bird is dcpicted standing . His body

cxccPt thc ovcrsized head, is trcatcd iu a way

lrhicb secns sotneho,r' sitrilar to tbat of tl'e
FIatr.rrr{ rcPrcsr'r I ta tiot ts. Furtl cr Irrot c it is sugges-

tcd that thc caglc of Tcll Halaf may scrvc as e

solar symbol (3a). But otc has to notc hcrc that

H. Frankfort stated that the said imagc stands for
a griffrn and not an caglc(35).

In botb ccr:tral aud southcru Arabia the cagle

was a wcll krrown god largcly worshipped by

tl'-c Arabs bcforc Islam. Thc Arabian god Nasr,

nrcani;rg caglc, w:rs portrayctl or symbolizcd in

tlr.c form ofau caglc (l'L.7) (36). Sevcral uames

havc rc-achcd us through thc irrscriptions which

indicatc clearly the prcsencc ofthe Arabs at Hatra,

such as Nashra, Nashar Aqab, arrd Nashr Yahab'

Somc of thc reprcscntatiotrs of thc caglc god

il Hatra arc standing frorttallv with outstetchcd

wings. such like tlrat showtr on the mcdlion of
thc god A4aran, wbicl rccall in ouc way or another

thc imrgcs ofthe cagle god Nasr uncrrthcd from

South Arabia such ,rs thc rnarblc rclicf of the god

Nasr of Saba (8oo B.C- A.D 5ro) fighting two

scrpcnts discovercd in ycmcn. (PL.7).

It sccms to mc that thc eaglc god Nasr is rootcd

in thc Arabiarr nrind, insornuch as wc fitrd scvcral

Arab countrics rc-garding thc imagc of thc god

Nasr as their naticnal syrr.rbol.

Scveral images of thc eaglc god Mararr havc

bccn found at Hatra during thc cxcavatiorrs

carricd cut in thc citv sincc r95t. Thcsc images

portrav thc caglc god both in rclicf and irr the

round. Tbe rnost crorcssivc orrcs arc cight imagcs

fbuud ir tbc southeru "Iwart" ofthc grcat tcnrPlc,

cech of which portrays thc god in a diffcrcnt

postLrrc (PL.8) . Tbcsc curagcs otrcc dccoratcd the

tlvo sidcs ofthc said Iwln.

A lincsto;rc ilragc of au caglc c'Lrvcd itt thc

round rvas founcl bchilrd thc shritrc of tbe sutI.
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Tbe statue <iepicts the god standing proudly
(PL.6) , and looking fcrward, with two torqucs
round his neck and two necklaces hangirrg on
his chcst. Thc lowcr one bears a solar god with a

radianting halo behind his head. Ifthe hlpotbesis
of prof. H. Ingholt (that the cagle with folded
wings symbolizes the god Maran) is corrcct, and

I think so, thcn the eagle under discussion would
represcnt thc sun god Maran.

Thc god Maran in his human form, or incarna-
tion is depictcd in a hmestonc relieffound in thc
great temple (PL.r). Tbis relief is carvcd by the
Hatran sculptor Br-Nashra (?). It reprcsents thc
god Maran in the form of a bust as if ernerging
from bebind thc mountains or the coulds which
are simplified and shown in tbc form of round
objccts arranged in two rows. His hair is shown
in well arrangcd roundules likc curls, a Mesopo-

tamian stylization which mal go back to the timc
of Gudia. A lace or plair diad.em adorrrs his foreh-
ead, wherc two smell horns are carved one on
each sid. A nimbrrs with thirteen pointed rays is

sbown behind the head oftbe god. Tbe sefeaturs

again may relatc this god to the culture of Meso-
potamia.

Tbe representations ofthe sun god Maran have

four important elements or symbols which not
only show his divine character but also clarify
his original identity. The first elemeirt is thc
nimbus behind his head with twelve or thirteen

pointed rays, which certainly symbolizes the

sun. In casc of thc Akkedian Shamash tbc rays

are wavy and rendered, as if issuirrg from behind

tl,e shouldcrs ofthe god (37). Tbc second. clemcnt

is the two rows of bell likc objects (may bc ten)

wluch reprcscnt either the mountains or the

clouds from which thc srm riscs in tbc rncrning
and behind which it disappcars every cvening.

These symbols arc showu below thc bust of the

god in a way which again recalls the early rcpres-

cntations of tbe sun god Sbamash. The Third
emblem, on the mcdallions ornamenting the

sboulders ofthe god, is the eagle with outstretched

wings which may refer to rhe god Shamash.

The forth element is the two small horns. which
arc certainly a sign of divinity associated with
thc human form of god,s after tbe Zoomorpbic
dcities gavc way to the anthropomorphic represe-
ntations(38). The horns of the Hatran deities in
gencral and that oftbc god Maran inparticular do
not look exacdy likc the usual horns ofthe ancient
Mesopotamian divinities. In tbe early represent2-
tions of Mesopotamian gods tbe horns are shown
biggcr, and, are usually more than one pair issuing
frorn th.: crowns of tl,e gods. Tbe horns in the
Hatran representations seems to be uniquc and a

device of the Hatran scuiptor, though as an idea
it rnay go back to the crrlture ofMesopotamia.

Fiually a point to be notcd here is tbat the icons
of tb.e god Maran secms to resemblc that of the
sun god Mithra to an cxtent which led some
scholars to idcntify his image with that ofthe god
Mithra (39).

z- Martan (our lady).

Tbc second of the Hatrian riad is tbe goddess
Martan, the consort of the god Maran. Tbeir son
b the god Barmarayn. The cult of the goddess
Martan is not well defined despite her being
Maran's consort since historical evidence is lacking
Only two icons representing her have so far
been discovercd in the ruins ofthe city. Ouc was
found in the grcat temple along with that of the
god Maran and the god Barmarayn, and the other
was discovcred in shrinc No. II. The identification
of thesc icons is uncLrtain. The goddess Martan
did rrot rise to the import:,uce of her coruort
Maran and thcir son the god Barmarayn. Sbe was
usually invokcd or mentioned along with tbem,
and her namc always comcs second. Only once
does hcr name accurs alone (4o).

Thc limestone rclief founC in the great temple
dopicts the godd.ess arising from acanthus leaves
(PL.z) . She is shown dressed in a peplos, '.Helleni_
stic dress" claspcd on her shoulders by means of
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round broochcs connected witb a frill, just likc
that of thc other two gods of thc niad. From

behind hcr shoulders two curling fcrms arc shown

almost symmetrically. Thcsc arc identified by

Al,-salihi as bearded snakcs(4r), and as two stig-

mas by Safar and Mustafa (42), whc also suggested

that tbe way in wl,ich thc acanthus lcaucs wcrc

arranged may rcprcscnt , crcscent (?).

It seems to mc thnt ;hc two wavy ob jccts do not

rcprescnt snakcs, an-C if indced tbcy arc so, thcu

they should rcprcsent thc carth spirit,(4.3) sincc

it is kncwn in ancicnt Egypt that snakcs wcrc

callcd thc sons of thc carth, or thc lifc of tbc

carth (44).

and that irr arrcicnt Mesopotanria tJre snakc symbo-

lizes thc fcrtility ofthc cartb (45). It is quitc possi-

ble that such symbolisrn may havc bccn carricd

over into Hatrarr cultarc. But what sccrtls to rnc

ccrtain is that, the acanthus leaves link this goddcs

with carth, for cartb can bc cotrsidcrcd as lnothcr
of vcgctatiorr , and ultimatcly for all bcings as

well. The bust of thc gcddess Martarr witb her

brcasts wcll projcctcd, thc two snakcs (?) or

stigmas and thc leavcs of thc acanthus sccnrs to

be nothing but differcnt symbols of fertility

groupecl together.

Finally one may concludc that thc goddcss on

this icon may rePrcscnt thc mother eartb, our

tady, ot more specifically its fcrtilc asPcct. for this

would explain the relationship bcxtwcen the sun

god Maran, and the goddcss Martan, as his consort

Hencc. the sun can be corxid:rcd as a fcrtilizing

elcmcnt of mothcr carth thc source of lifc of all

beings. In fact thcre is anothcr icon found in

sbrine No. II rcprcsenting a fcmalc bust carvcd in

in relicfabovc a large crcsccrrt (PL.3). Thc goddess

and thc cresccnt arc depictcd against a circular

buckground. Her garmcnt is paintcd with reddisb

colour as also hcr lips. Safar and Mustafa havc

suggested that this imagc is of a moon goddess

and it may rcprescnt Martar:, our lady. (46).

No doubt the imagc undcr discussiorl rePrcscl)ts

a moon goddess, for the fcmale imagc is shown

rising from a crcscclrt, On the other hand the

god css and thc cresccut are on a circular back-

ground which sccrns to mc to symbolizc the full
moon. Furthermorc thc goddcss bcars tbc symbol

of tbc sun god Mararr-Shanrash narnly the eaglc

on thc two brooches,likc thosc oftbc god. Maran,

claspcd on hcr shoulders. At any ratc it seemt

likcly that this godd:ss nray rcprescnt Martan

thorrgh thc rclicfis found in a placc far away from
thc location ofthc cthcr two gods ofthc triad. But
thc qucstiou will arisc now tha' iftbc bust ofthc
goddcss with thc crcsccnt is that of Martan thcn

who is thc first goddcss shown arising from the

acanthus lcavcs which has alrc:dy becn identificd

as Martau ? to auswcr this qucstion, I have to reGr

to onc ofthc nrajor clcnrcnts ofthc Hatran stand-

ard namcly the crcsccut whicb is alwals dcpicted

on top ofthc polc including thc figurc ofthe caglc

idcutiGcd as thc rcprcscntation of thc sun god

Maran. Safar and Mustfa seem to accept thc

crcsccnt on thc standard as a symbol ofthe godders

Martan so also drat ofthc bust undcr discussion(47)

Hencc I should likc to suggcst that cacl ofthe two

said icons may rcprcscllt different aspccts of the

goddcss Martan. Thc first orrc Is a fcrtility godder

as a consort to thc sutr god Maran-Shamash whosc

function is to fcrtilizc her as mother eartb. The

othcr is thc lunar aspcct which,in this role, matches

thc cclcstial origirr of thc sun gcd Maran-Shamash'

Furthcrmorc thc councction of thc moon with

plant life sccms to have bccn noted by thc Hatrans

and this rolc has bcen played by tbc goddcss

Martan ?

3- Barnrarayn (thc son of our lord and lady)

According to the inscriptiots collected from thc

sitc of Hatra, it sccms likcly that the god Bar-

marayn is onc of thc highest gods who playcd e

major rolc in thc Hatran Pantbcon as the son of
thc god Sbamash (a8), who was worshipped in

thc northcru lwan of thc great tcmPle wbich

seems to bc cousccrated to bim' Thc Shrine of ttrc

god Barmarayn is thc place whcrc some Hatrans

and outsiders as well used to dwcll(49). He was
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tbc god who ofered feasts in his sbrine and kept

r large tablc for tbis puqrose (5o). His narrc is

mentioncd, invokcd by thc peoplc of Hatra in
thirteen inscriptions (5r), and in onc inscription

the name of Fortuna was mcntioncd along with
tir name (52).

Belides tbe ercction of a shrinc for his father,

tbe god Sbamash the grcat, the god Barmarayn is

believed to have erected the statuc of Abu, darrg-

hter of Damion (53) who is tbought to bc the wifc
oftbe king Sanaraq the first (54).

There are few sculpturcs idcntificd as the god

Barmaryn , all of which arc carvcd ur rchcf as

erc also tbe t uman forms cf thc god Maran and

tbe gcddess Martar:. Two cf thc rmagcs show thc
god standirrg almcst in thc samc manncr- The
tbird (PL.+) , and thc carlicst onc so far discovcred,

war carved by tbe Hatarr scalptor Br-Nashra
whose namc is found inciscd on tbc background
of the relief by the scribe Zabdi . This iccr-. seems

to be dcdicated to thc god Barmarayn by thc

Arabian sculptor Br-Nashra himsclf. wanting
to be remembered favourably (5 5.)

The god is portrayed in the fornr of a bust

rising from a large crcsccnt . It is carved on a

limertone slab. This rclicf was found in thc grcat

templc bchind the shrinc of the triad. The ycu-
tbfal irnage of thc god is depicted frontally, as

are tbe images of the other two membcrs of thc

triad (so). Tbe god is &csscd iIr a way which
rccallr that of his father, the god Maran. A plant
motif runs around his upper arms which may

refer to the agricultural rolc of drc god. (?) His

hair is shown in vcry wcll arrangcd serics of
wavy locks as if to suggcst tongues of firc. A lacc

or a plain diadem runs across his forc-bcad fanked

by two small horns, thc sign of divinity. The
run-moon symbols shcwn bchird thc god idcntify
him as a celcstial god, but it sccms, somchow,

that thc god Br.rmarayn is a lunar god in the

first place bcsides his rolc as a sclar dcity or god

of light in gcneral (?) In this particular icon

Barrnarayr is showu with two crcsccnt, tbc ouc

depicted bchind lis shculdcrs aloug with.thc
tadiante nimbus and thc othcr enclosing thc

bust of the god in a wa1 that resembles

tbc reprcsentation of thc gcddess Martan
Anothcr feature whicb should not be ignored
and may bc of spccial significancc in d-rowing
light on the functicr.r of thc gcd Barmarayn.

is thc plant motif runs around thc upper arms

of tbc god. For if wc rcmembcr thc {irst bust
identified as that of thc godd:s Martan, w[ere
we find her rising from acanthus leaves, a symbol

of fcrtility . thcn it is possiblc that the plant
rnotif on thc uppcr arms ofthc god Barmarayn

may rcprcsent a fcrtility role of the gcdi?) Hence

one mey assumc that the god Barmaryn was

worshipped as both sun-mcon (light) and vegeta-

tion god rescmbling the luuctions of tbe god

Maran-Shamash ar;d thc gcdd:ss Martan. This

would cxplain why thc gcd Barmarayn rose to
bc suprcme god of thc city of Hatra and take tbe

placc of his fathcr Shaurash, tbc lord of the city
ofHatra.

Two intcrcsting rnarblc rclicf sculpturcs found
in thc grc t temple depictcd the g:d Barmarayn

st nd.ng frontally with bis body slightly bent

frorn thc waist. In his right hand he bolds e long
staff wrtl, rts lowcr end restrng on tbe ground.

Tbe uppcr end of thc staff rs shaped ftke a ball
rn onc cf thc rchefs and rs badly damaged rn tbe

otbcr. A crcscer)t aud a radmnt halo appear behrnd

tbc head ofthc gcd symbo}zurghrs celcstial origin
In onc relief he weats trousers like dress. (?) but
in thc other Barmarayn wc.rs a peculiar skirt, also

worn by several images idcntificd by Sa6r and

Mustafa as gcdd57);.In thc two rcliefs thc god is
shown hotding thc hilt of his sword fastened to
his lcft (?) . Hcncc thc god rnay bc identificd as a

warrior god. But the most itrteresting fcature is thc
wavy serpcnt carvcd on thc lcft sidc oftLe god, in
onc of thc rcliefs,with its head tuching th: left end
of tbe crcscct. This rnay lc intcndcd to symbolize

thc sclf rcncwiug charactcr (58) of the sun-moon

goC, thc suu alid tbc nroon dic aud arc reborn

agail in continuously recarring cycles. or it may
relatc him with carth and fcrtility fcr snakes are

consid:rcd to bc the spirit of carth, wat'er and

lifc. Finally onc may concludc that thc god
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Barmarayn is god of lifc and dcath at tbc same

tirnc. Hc is a god ofcrcation and dcstructiou.
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Notes

o Thc numbcr bctween two Prackcs rcfcrs to
the list ofreforences

r- Ea is thc Simatic name of tlre Sumerian water
(ro)

(6)

(q)

(' t)
b\

7- Thcre are a bout thrcc bupdrcd inscriptions,

most of which wcrc cdlected from the ciry
of Hatra and trarrslated from Aramaic, its

original script, to Arabic by Prof Safar. For

complctc list scc pp. 4o5-+r6 (.1)

8- Ibid in:criptions No. 26-jo-j3-89-160

9- Thc Triad is mcntioned with tbc Goddess

Allat and Snrcta or (Samc'ion) il irscriptions
No. 5z-75-82-r5r- widr thc Goddess Allat
and Sahcro (the goddess ofdrwn) ininscrip-
tion No. 8r. and with Smeta irr inscriptiorr

No. 23J ('l)
ro- Maran means death or the act of dying.

Sir Williams. M.Sanskrit English Dictionary.

P. 789.

rr- The Sumerian Sun God is callcd Ua-
Babbar and named Shamash after thc

Akkadians. P. r88 (ro)

rz- Ibid p. r74

god Enki pp. r 88-3 19-345-

2- Ibid P.3r9

3- PP.3o-3r

4- P.r7

j- P.4r

6- P. 28

(rs)

b)

Fig z. P. z

r0- IbidFig:ll P.:rr
t7- P, rr
18- IbidP. r3

19- The Egyptian god Hcrus is shown witb a

wingcd Sun-disk. P. z7r. (+)

r3- P, r 14.

14- P, 57-58

r 5- As shown on a seal of the mid third millenium
B.C. rrow in thc British Museam.

('o)

(q)

ill



2G- P. rJ

2r- Ibid p.ro9

zz- lbid p. 116

P.s+g

Ibid Fig az8. P. :6s.

IbidFigt+s pp.29s-96.

As in the relief of Bhaja Vihara and thrt
ofBodh-Gaya stupa. p. 9o. (rr)

z7- Inscription Nc z4P. 4o5 G:)
z8- Ibid inscriptions No. 3-43-44- 53-77-78-90

.-ror- r tz-r r8-r r 9- r2r-r47-r49-rSz- t54-
r59-r6r- rzr- r74- t78-t79- r8r-r84- 230-

2 47-z 58-268- PP. 4o5-4r J.

z9- Ibid irxcriptions No. 53-ror-247- PP ' 4o7-

409-414.

3o- P. zoj

3t PP. z9-43

32- P.39-

33- P.54

34- Fig ro5 P.96

,5' P.293

36- P.z9

37- The Baddha ofthe great

with 6re rala coming

shoulders. Fig 68-P. r29.

38- P. ro.

39- There is no doubt about this (imag of the

god Maran ) being the image of tbe Sun

God Mitb.ra. PP. r35-r8r (5)

womb P. r45

P. zo

P.9r

P, zo4

Ibid PP. r9r-zo4

Ibid inscriptions No. ro7-z8o-PP 4ogt-4t5

Ibid inscriptions N o. 3 5-2go. PP. 4cr6-4:r6.

Ibid inscriptions Nc. z8z-z9o.P 416

Ibid inscriptions N o.3 S-4r-7 2-rog-t 16-127

rz8-2o9-2r 5-224-248-27 r -282. PP. 406- 416

5z- Ibid inrcription No. rz5 p. 4ro

53- Ibid inscription No. 288 p.4t6

54- Tbe King Sanaruq seenrs to be tie {irst
king to rule Hatra. Befor the sc'cond balf of
ttre second century A.D the title of king
secrns to be unknown in Hatra.

55- Inscription Nc. 289 P.416. (rr)

56- Frontality is onc of tbe main features oftbe
Hatran sculpture and I belive tbat tbir
feature has its arigin in the A* of Ancient
Mcso potamia and Egypt. and was adopted
by the parthian sculptors.

57- Figs. 79-8o-r8J. pp. r07-ro8-r96.

58- P. zzo

andas underground waterit fecundates her
(8)

(r4)

(+)

('r)

('l)
(8)

(c)

(+)

4o- Inscription No. r38.

4r- P, rz5

4z- P. rr4

43- The snake is part

P. 4ro (r l)
(')

(r:)

of the Earth Goddess.5-

24-

26-
4+-

45-

46-

48-

49-

5C-

5r-

(3)

(6)

(z)

('+)

(tt)
(+)

(6)

Miracle is shown

from behind bis

(rz)

(c)

tN



(PL-1)
The god Maran

(PL-2)
The goddess Martan





(PL-3)
The Moon goddes

Martan

The solar lunar god
Barmarayn





(PL-5)
The gotl Barmarayn

(PL-7)
The Arabian god Nasr

of Saba





(PI_,-6)
The Eagle god

(PL-8)
An Eagle god of

the southern Jwan
of the Great TemPle

>-
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